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I. Introduction: 

Many of you have read the book “Pilgrims Progress” by John Bunyan, an allegory of a man traveling to the Lord. The story has warmed many hearts for years. John Bunyan was born 1628. He also wrote other books, of which, one is called “The Holy War”.

“The Holy War” is an allegory vividly depicting: 

Ephesians 6:12

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
It rolls back the scroll between the seen world and the unseen world and discloses the battle, which ensues. We see this in the book of Daniel where Daniel fasted and prayed for three weeks. Then he has a vision and Jesus comes to him:

Daniel 10:5 through Daniel 10:9 

 “Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 6His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 7And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 8Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. 9Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground.”

After this an angel comes to Daniel:

Daniel 10:10 through Daniel 10:13 

 “And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. 11And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. 12Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.”

It is revealed to us here in scripture: The battle that ensues all around us and yet we cannot see it, except through scripture and the Holy Spirit. Demonic spirits, fallen angels, are at constant war with God’s angels, hindering prayers from being answered. The demons stop power from being sent to us and they tempt us unmercifully. Their quest is to bring torment, agony, and destruction to us in any manner they can. Our prayers and fasting, as Daniel did, are power to God’s Army. As we pray, God’s Holy Spirit strengthens us and His Army.

The lie of satan is:  “This is not real, it is only a fairytale, there is no battle of good and evil, there is no hierarchy of angels fighting a hierarchy of fallen angels, (demons).” satan wants Christians to not believe there is a Holy War. If Christians do not believe there is a Holy War going on, how can they protect themselves? The Holy War has been going on since satan rebelled in heaven and was cast to earth with his fallen angels, where he and his army wage war against us and God.

Isaiah 14:12 through Isaiah 14:17 

 “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

15Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 16They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; 17That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners?”

...satan is the hunter of men’s souls; he wants all to spend eternity in hell; he wants to rob God of His Glory.  satan is sin personified and all sin comes from him. Sin is death and satan is death. The earth is satan’s domain, and he does not want us here: he wants us in hell. Mankind, made in God’s image, is the prize that satan wants to rob from God. We are made for God’s Glory, for His pleasure and satan wants to steal us from God. 
John 10:10a 

 “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:..”
The evil one oppresses Christians; he hates us; he wants to enslave us; he wants to kill us. If God allowed him, we would all be dead right now. Why does God allow satan to steal, kill and destroy?
Why?--- Why?

Probably all of us ask this question: “Why doesn’t God just destroy satan and be done with it?”

I think we all know the answer; we just don’t understand it.

Of course, the answer is: “All for God’s Glory”: God will be glorified, all is for His Glory.

Revelation 4:8 through Revelation 4:11 

 “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 9And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
God takes all and makes good:

Romans 8:28 

 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”

Albeit; sometimes it’s awful hard for us to see the good.

If satan and sin were destroyed, we would be as if we were in heaven. 

If we didn’t have the opportunity to choose: good over evil, God over satan; the opportunity to serve God or not serve God; would we not be robots?

As God’s creatures, we are made in His image. His Spirit gives our spirit life. Our spirit is life to us.
John 6:63 

 “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”

And the: spirit-soul-body is created to exist on it’s own; it can choose. God gave us the freedom to choose to love God or not. This is what separates us from animals; we have choice. Without satan, sin, there is no choice.

God is glorified when we willingly, from our heart. Choose to love HIM! All for God’s Glory: Without choice there is only created worship. With choice: Worship is an offering of love to God.

Now satan hates God; he hates us, and he mistakenly thinks he can beat God; he refuses to admit he was defeated at Calvary. We, through Christ, won the Holy War--- Yet the battle still ensues.

In John Bunyans, “The Holy War” man is depicted by a town, Mansoul; the book tells the allegory of satan and his minions attacking the town, and of Christ battling satan for Mansoul. The characters of the book have names, which describe their attributes. Emmanuel is Christ; Diabolus is satan; then there is Mr. Conscience and Captain Conviction; on he other hand there is: General Unbelief and Bloodmen, of which, one is named Nimrod

Diabolus speaks to the town, “I’m your friend, I only want what is best for you. I don’t know why Emmanuel is so against me.

 I just want to be friends with you; try to understand my point of view. Your King (God) keeps you in slavery, I want to set you free, I want to help you, please let me in.” Lie after lie satan brings, always deceitful, disguising sin as good. he twists the truth and brings confusing, convoluted thoughts. 

After many lies and beguilings, Mansoul succumbs to Diabolus and lets him enter the town. Then Emmanuel, who loves Mansoul dearly,  fights for the town and wins it---Mansoul is saved.

End of story? No way! It’s just beginning. Even though Mansoul is saved and Emmanuel is living in the castle; evil Diabolus waits for the proper time. He has his infiltrators, his spies hiding in caves in Mansoul listening and waiting for any opportunity to speak out against Emmanuel.

After awhile, through the beguiling of infiltrators, the residents of Mansoul stop coming to the castle to fellowship with Emmanuel and then---Emmanuel leaves the castle. They are still His, yet the closeness has been interrupted. 

Now, the spies tell Diabolus who plots with his minions and brings an army of 10,000 doubters and General Unbelief to attack Mansoul. Later, he brings in the Bloodmen; of which, one is named Nimrod. He wants victory at any cost. 

Mansoul keeps calling for help to Emmanuel; Emmanuel hears but does not come back. On an on Diabolus attacks Mansoul; Mansoul is just barely hanging on and when all is seeming lost; Emmanuel, after being beseeched time and time again, comes and deliverers His town from the snares of Diabolus. 

The Holy War still goes on; satan never stops his onslaught, it is continual! When he is knocked away, he comes back from another direction; he never gives up. He didn’t give up on Mansoul and he won’t give up on your soul. He wants to kill you, destroy you, particularly if you are saved. For if you are saved, you are in Christ’s army, you are a Christian soldier, you are the enemy to satan. he wants you, he wants your children. he will stop at nothing: drugs, alcohol, perversion, fornication, homosexuality, and any vile wicked thing he can invent. he is a hunter of men’s soul’s, a hunter of your children’s souls.  

Consider the demoniac of Gadarene:  

Luke 8:26 through Luke 8:33 

 “And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 27And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 

28When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not. 29(For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 30And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him. 31And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 32And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 33Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.”
A legion is from 3000 to 6000 demons that were in the man --- now if you are saved, satan can’t possess you but he can obsess you. Reckon how many demons satan has working on you? This is real---we are in a Holy War. Demons of doubt, demons of discouragement, demons of unbelief working on you every day to bring you down. Then satan will bring in an army of fear mongers, an army of lust mongers, or an army of drug and alcohol mongers, an army of covet mongers, an army of division mongers, and then we fall down.

Wow! What a picture of defeat I have painted. Well that’s not true. Remember the battle was won at Calvary. Consider these verses:

1 John 4:4 

 “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”

Romans 8:31 

 “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?”
Christ lives inside us giving us power to do all things
Philippians 4:13 

 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Now remember satan is a liar he wants you to think there is no Holy War going on and at the same time he is whispering doubt and discouragement in your ear---he is a liar

John 8:44b 

 “... When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”

Yes, we are in a battle, but we are victorious through Christ. Trouble is, we succumb to satan’s lies, we feel defeated and we give in; when all we had to do was cry, “Jesus help me”. 

Hebrews 7:25 

 “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”

We need to believe 1 Corinthians 10:13 is true:
1 Corinthians 10:13 

 “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

God will deliver us if we call on Him. This message is about the wiles of satan and how to defeat him. Yes, it truly is simple, call on Jesus and we have victory. However, satan is crafty and he works on us in ways we don’t recognize.  Many of us know how to defeat satan when he aggressively attacks us; but when he attacks subtly we fall prey, for we don’t recognize his evil hand. 

Christian, are you held in BONDAGE? Does satan own you through some sin? Are you trapped and desperately want to be free from satan’s grip of sin? 

If you are: don’t let another minute go by without you getting on your knees and asking God for deliverance. Pray this prayer: “Lord, forgive me for, name the sin or sins. Help me to be free from satan’s grip on my life. Lord, I hate what my sin does to our relationship; I know my sin stops me from growing in Christ. I, from my heart in brokeness, cry out to you for your power to resist satan and his demons and offer my life to you as a living sacrifice. Deliver me, my God, from my sin and I pray all this through the shed Blood of my Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

II. The Aggressive Attacks of satan:
A. The Frontal Attack:

This is when we are very obviously being attacked by satan; we can immediately see the hand of satan

For instance, the story of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife:

Genesis 39:7 through Genesis 39:12 

 “And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me. 8But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 10And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 11And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within. 12And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.”

How did Joseph defeat satan in this instance? He ran from temptation.

When satan attacks---run!

No saved person should have any problem resisting a frontal attack from satan unless they want to sin--- unless they are living in the flesh. If you are living in the flesh, you have very little power of God in your life. You are like Mansoul who stopped coming to visit Emmanuel.

A person who falls to frontal attacks is living a dangerous life. You are becoming a tool of satan and satan works in our lives to get us where we fall prey to frontal attacks. This is a very dangerous place to be; you are in line for God’s chastisement; 

Hebrews 12:6 

 “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.”
or perhaps, God will choose to bring you home.

1 John 5:16b 

 “...There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.”

When we fall to a frontal attack of satan---when we sin; satan robs God of His Glory because of what we did. Don’t allow yourself to be used to hurt God. We are to bring Glory to God not be part of that which robs God of His Glory. 

Once satan tempts a Christian to sin and the Christian gives in to the desire of the flesh; God’s power in the Christian is diminished. His resistance to sin has been lowered, his defence against satan’s attacks has been weakened, he is prone for another attack, which will come, and it will be soon.

Consider this illustration: 

In a gasoline engine, the battery sends a charge to the starter, which starts the engine running. The engine then produces it owns power for the spark plug and will run perpetually until the fuel runs out. 

Satan is the initial power that starts the flesh, if he succeeds in igniting your flesh to sin; soon your flesh will supply it’s own power, the flesh will take over and continue in sin by the power of it’s own desire. It will become self-perpetuating. A sin machine: self-powered, self-fueled. 

B. The Lateral Attack:

A lateral attack is not quite so obvious as a frontal attack. However, a saved person should be walking with Christ and notice the attack at once.  The account of Balaam, in the Bible, is an example of a lateral attack of satan.

King Balek: King of Moab, tried to hire Balaam, the evil prophet, to curse Israel. Instead, he blessed them three times. Unable to curse Israel, the evil Balaam advised King Balak to mix in with the Israelites, more particularly, to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab

Numbers 25:1 through Numbers 25:5 

 “And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 2And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. 3And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. 4And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the LORD against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Israel. 5And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baalpeor.”

satan gained ground by a lateral attack---he robbed God of Glory!

Numbers 31:16 

 “Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD.”

Revelation 2:14 

 “But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.”
The 

Israelites were attacked laterally by satan and they fell. The results were 

Numbers 25:9 

 “And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.”
Many died and God was robbed of Glory.

Now: as with all sermons, take all of these illustrations and make practical application to your life--- How has--- How does satan attack you laterally? Have you fallen victim to satan’s lateral attack?

What stopped the falling?

Remember, we are in a war--- stay on guard, watch for the attacks, have God’s Word as a ready defence.

The Israelites used to wear phylacteries--- God’s Word on their arm, forehead, and doorpost. 

Have God’s Word ready in your heart to defeat satan. Jesus used the Word of God to defeat satan and is an example to us--- to use God’s Word to defeat satan. 

Learn to love God’s Word:

Jeremiah 15:16 

 “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.”

C. The Rear Attack:

Have you ever been blind-sided by satan; you were just minding your own business, going about your day, and all of a sudden, boom, right out of nowhere, you were attacked by satan. 

These attacks come out of nowhere. You seem to have no warning. Have you ever been on the Internet and click on some item that you sincerely think is innocent, only to find a lewd picture? 

You were blind-sided with an attack from satan, now after the first attack you should be, wise as a serpent, tread softly, know when not to click on an item, and if by satan, not chance, something appears on your monitor, take your eyes off the screen and click off; don’t hesitate. 

Rear attacks are designed to draw you into sin--- to make you fall. Remember this is war; satan has an huge army of minions to defeat you, a third of the angels. 

Revelation 12:4 

 “ And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.”

However, we also have an army of angels ready always to help us. 

Matthew 18:10 

  “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.”

These angels are made powerful by your prayers to God; remember Daniel prayed and fasted. 

Also our Lord said:

Matthew 17:21 

  “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”
As you pray, God sends power to your angels, to help you with your trials and temptations. Above all, never forget Christ Himself living inside you. 

Philippians 4:13 

 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

In the Book of Job, Job was blind-sided by satan and Job was probably the most righteous man to walk the earth, save our Lord. 

Job 1:8 through Job 1:12 

 “And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 9Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 11But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 12And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.”
And satan wrecked havoc on Job. Why did God allow this? For His Glory and to bring Job closer to Him:

Job 42:5,6 

 “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 6Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”

...satan had to ask permission before he attacked Job; God is in charge and all that God allows; He makes good out of. 

Our part is to never forget God is Sovereign; His will, will be done!

Philippians 2:13 

 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

We might not fully understand now, but when we are in heaven:

1 Corinthians 13:12 

 “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”

1 John 3:2 

 “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

Everything will be perfectly clear to us: all the terrible things, the hurtful things; all will make sense. We will understand God’s reasons for allowing everything to happen the way it did.

All for His Glory!

When we as Christians accept this, it is real freedom for us

Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles said:

Philippians 4:11 

 “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”
Was Paul any different than us? Was he a Superman? No, Paul was a man just like us. But, Paul had learned to be content in all things by:
Romans 8:1  “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Paul walked after the Spirit. You must desire God in your heart more than anything, above all the world has to offer, to have His power.

D. Recognizing the aggressive attacks of satan and the defense.

The aggressive attacks of satan: the frontal, lateral, rear, are actually quite easy to see. I don’t think any born again believer would have a problem acknowledging satan’s aggressive attacks. 

The key to defending against them is to be saved, walking with Jesus, and praying without ceasing. When a Christian does this, God fills them with His presence, with His power.

What does it mean to be Born Again?

John 3:3 

 “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

As a lost person, we are dead in trespass and sin; sin brought death to mankind.

Romans 6:23 

 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

But Jesus in His mercy died for us:

Romans 5:8 

 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

His Blood sacrifice paid the price for our sins:
2 Corinthians 5:21

 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
As we acknowledge our sin of denying His Lordship and accept His free gift of salvation, we become Born Again.

Ephesians 2:8,9

 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

God’s Word accomplishes this in our hearts
1 Peter 1:23 

 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”

The Word brings life:

Hebrews 4:12 

 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
God reaches inside our hearts, divides asunder the dead spirit from our soul, and breathes life into it, and we become Born Again. It’s not a maybe thing; it’s Real!

You become alive to Christ; you become His child, and you know it.
Romans 8:16 

 “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:”

You don’t say, “I think I am saved”, you say, “Praise the Lord, I’m saved, gloriously saved”.
As you are born again, Christ joins your spirit; He indwells the spirit and He fills the soul-body with His presence bringing gifts for all. Every born again believer, receives a gift from God.

We all become part of the body of Christ:

Romans 12:4 through Romans 12:6a

 “For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 6Having then gifts differing according to the grace”

As a born again believer, our flesh has a propensity for Christ; it can be full of the power of Christ. Whereby the believer can truly say:
Philippians 4:13 

 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

With Faith, mountains can be moved; by the power of Christ in us:
We are no longer a slave to sin: the “Old Man” has died.
Romans 6:6 

 “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin”

This is exactly what this scripture means; the “Old Man” was crucified with Christ; we become changed.
2 Corinthians 5:17

 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
We no longer have to sin, yet we can choose to sin. And as a Christian chooses to sin; his filling of the Holy Spirit is diminished, his power from God is diminished

The more you sin, the more twisted, convoluted your thoughts and your life become. You are saved but there is little evidence of it by your actions and you will not exhibit the Fruit of the Spirit. You have no love, joy, peace only turmoil. 

1 Corinthians 3:15, depicts the heavenly rewards of saved people living in sin, and also, it perfectly describes their life on earth. 

 “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

Being Born Again is Freedom From Bondage:

Are you Born Again? Are you saved? If not, will you pray this prayer of salvation from your heart and ask God to save you?

“Lord Jesus I am a sinner and I know that without you I will perish forever in a sinner’s hell. With all my heart, I ask you to save me and take me to heaven when I die. I ask this by the Faith you give me, and now by Faith, I think you for saving me.” 

 If you prayed this prayer from your heart, you are saved and have God’s power in your life. As soon as possible, unite with a Bible Believing Church and be baptized.

 Christians are to walk in newness of life proclaiming God’s Glory. As a Christian does this, you are filled with the Fruit of the Spirit. You have power against satan’s attacks and you quickly see his wicked hand at work in his aggressive attacks. 

III. The Subtle Attacks of satan:

A. satan the Liar:

John 8:42 through John 8:47 

 “Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.

46Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 47He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.”
 satan is a Liar – Liar – Liar 

he lies to us before we are saved and he lies to us after we are saved. 

To be saved, he told you, all you had to do was be good, do good works, yet the scriptures say:
Romans 3:10 

 “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:”

Romans 3:23 

 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”
satan is a liar and his lies don’t stop when you get saved.
Divisions in churches are just one example how satan uses lies to hurt the call of Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:10 

 “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”

How many times have you come to church and began to feel dejected?

You may have said to yourself, “I don’t know why I am here, no one likes me, no one ever talks to me. I should have stayed home.”

Let me tell you, this is just one of satan’s lies. Matter of fact, he tells the same lies to everyone, even the pastor, satan tells him the same lies. Only thing different is; he can’t stay home, he’s got to come to church.

satan  is a liar, he wants to cause division in the church, he wants you to think no one likes you. Now, if he tells that to everyone in a church and everyone believes it, what would happen? The church would die. 

What are you to do when satan whispers these lies in your ear? Believe God’s Word not satan.

Proverbs 18:24 

 “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”
As a Christian, consider what President John Kennedy said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country”. 

Ask what can I do for my church and Christ.

For when you do this, God is glorified and when you glorify God, He fills you with the Fruit of the Spirit and this is power to you.

The evil one, satan, is a liar! It is not always easy to see his lies and that is why it is vital for a Christian to utilize:

Psalm 139:23,24


 “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Examine your actions, your thoughts, your feelings; check them with God’s Word, The Truth.

John 8:32 

 “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

God is Truth. Bring all of your thoughts to God’s Truth.

2 Corinthians 10:5 

 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”
Let me tell you an easy way to know how your relationship with God is. To know whether you are following God or listening to satan’s lies. Turn in your Bible to:

Galatians 5:22,23 

 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  23Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

Consider each attribute of the Fruit of the Spirit and ask your self: Do I have this Fruit; love, joy, peace, and if not; then you are listening to satan’s lies. A Christian is supposed to walk in peace: Are you?

B. The Fishhook:

The Babylonians were cruel and wicked people, as they conquered a nation they would take the bravest warriors and insert large fish hooks in their mouths. Then they would lead them around like dogs and to further torture them, they would put a burning torch to their eyes and face.  Evil men doing satan’s evil work. Sin is progressive; it is a downward spiral of degradation to a bottomless pit. 

I think, especially now, we all have a vivid picture of a fishhook; this is one of satan’s greatest tools. As Christians, if satan hooked us with a large hook, we would quickly go to God for help. The intent of satan would be obvious. Yet, satan, wicked satan, is crafty; he will start small with his devices and these devices (hooks) come in various assortments.

A type of hook many fishermen have is called a lure; it is named so because it lures the fish. The fish is unaware of the impending danger because it appeals to its natural instinct. Sin, appeals to the flesh, the flesh, though it is saved, remembers the pleasure of sin. Often the flesh does not immediately remember the pain of sin. 

satan throws lures with small hooks to pull us deceptively to sin. If a Christian had a substance abuse problem before they were saved and they have armed themselves with God’s armor against substance abuse: satan will not attack them with a substance abuse hook. Rather, he will hook, perhaps, with a hook of bitterness or fornication. 

Attacks will come on an area you least expect. The hook will be small, gently tugging and as you lean to the pull, satan throws a larger hook and then a larger one of substance abuse. The result being, satan all but owns you; you are saved but you have let satan control you. The evil one knows your number and he will call it when you least expect it; he is a hunter of men’s souls, he is an expert.

Waiting is no problem for him; he waits and he watches and then he attacks; he fights to win and no quarter is given. Hate is all he knows; he hates you and he hates God; he wants to ruin you, he wants to kill you.

Turn in your Bibles to 1 Kings 11:1-6 to see an example of the wiles of satan:

1 Kings 11:1 through 1 Kings 11:6 

 “But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; 2Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 3And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. 4For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. 5For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as did David his father.”

Solemn was hooked by the attractive lure of strange women, which brought him to satan’s meat cleaver of idolatry, sacrificing to abominations. 

Have I scared you? Good then! Be scared, you can’t play with sin and expect not to be burnt. Sin is danger in any form; little sin leads to bigger sin and sin brings death:
James 1:13 through James 1:15 

 “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 

Saved and hooked to sin; can it happen? It shouldn’t but it does.

Christians hooked on: Drugs, Alcohol, Pornography, Adulterous affairs, Fornication (living together and not married), Bitterness, Guilt, Depression, and Anxiety (made sin by not believing God can help you cope, endure), or Self-Actualization (proving how great you are; how much money you can make). Probably, everyone can identify somewhere in this list at one time or another in your life, if not right now!

When you are hooked, are you doomed? Of course not!

 Go to God Confess:
1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Forgiveness to a repentant person is instantaneous; however, bear in mind, satan will return to bring you back to sin, he will continue trying to open the sin scar. 

Your part is to Believe: 

Philippians 4:13 

 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Practice:

Matthew 17:21

 “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”

Commit to memory:

Proverbs 3:5 through Proverbs 3:7 

 “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.”
Utilize the armor of God:

Ephesians 6:11 through Ephesians 6:18 

 “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;”
Fall in love with Jesus; desire Him more then life; and having down all to stand: stand therefore. No matter what sin owned you; Christ brings Freedom from Bondage. Persevere; each day, as you resist through Christ, satan’s attacks will grow weaker and the wicked desires of the flesh will become subservient to the guidance of Christ’s Spirit in you. This is Truth, Simple Truth.

C. Wearing Down Tactics of satan:

Watchman Nee in his book “Let Us Pray” states:

“satan has a work, which is attacking the children of God.  His attack may not come suddenly; often, it comes gradually and slowly. Daniel 7:25 mentions how satan shall wear them out. Hence, let us clearly recognize that the work of satan in the lives of children is frequently not very noticeable, since his work is slowly to wear them down.” 

He uses Matthew 24:12 to illustrate the result of the wearing down tactics of satan:
Matthew 24:12 

 “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”

Think about it:

This is the strongest of the subtle attacks of satan; pay close attention and listen carefully, for this is where satan does his most evil work in all of us. Remember satan has a vast army at his disposal; he can send thousands of demons to one person: demons, which say, “Are you sure you’re saved? Does God really love you? If He loved you, He wouldn’t let you have all these problems you have.”

The demons know, which buttons to press, which areas you are weak in, and they wear you down; they are relentless. 

Some days, you wake up and you feel as though the weight of the world is on your back. It’s as though you can hardly walk, the pressure is heavy on you, yet there is nothing wrong. You become perplexed, and then maybe, down in the dumps, then later, depressed.

These attacks, particularly when not warred off, become more frequent and you still wonder what’s wrong.

satan!   satan!   satan!:  he desires to sift you, he wants to destroy you. The evil one knows if he attacks you aggressively, you will know how to defeat him: his power over you is deception. You feel bad, but there is no reason, what can you do? What you do is: immediately when you realize your joy is gone: Call upon The Blood of Jesus, The Name of Jesus, The Word of God, and rebuke satan. 

“Get thee hence satan” remind satan of Revelation 20:10 

 “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”
...he will burn in the “Lake of Fire” forever and remind him; Jesus won the battle at Calvary: We are victorious through the shed Blood of Jesus
Often, satan will use other people to wear you down: 

Acts 16: 16,17,18    “And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 17The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us the way of salvation. 18And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour”

Paul was angry at the demon in her not the girl. We need to remember this as we deal with difficult, obstinate, rude, and hurtful people. We are to hate the sin but love the sinner. As we do this, great peace comes to us. 
Psalm 119:165 


  “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.”

This is power to you when you recognize satan’s wearing down tactics through others you encounter. Remember; love them through the attacks. 

Matthew 22:37 through Matthew 22:40 

 “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Also, satan will use situations to wear you down: Situations at work, school, home, church, anywhere. satan is the author of confusion, he wants you confused, your thoughts twisted, convoluted.  

Right now, examine your thoughts; take them captive to the obedience of Christ. Are there situations, people in your life holding you in bondage? Are you in Bondage?

Realize satan is behind this misery. Now rebuke satan through Jesus; be free of this Bondage. When you realize you are dealing with satan, you know how to defeat him.

 Remember, his power over you is deception, he makes you think the enemy is the person presenting the problem or even, that you are your enemy: he makes you think your flesh is an uncontrollable entity inside you. This is a lie; you are your flesh and you either allow yourself to be subservient to Christ or satan. A normal Christian life is to be subservient to Christ. 

It is confusing and abnormal to let yourself be subservient to satan and you do this without realizing it; for he is a liar and he beguiles you.

Take charge of your life with Christ.

Philippians 2:5 

 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:”

Step out of your box, examine your life, bring it into obedience of Christ, and be filled with the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace.

Take Charge!

Don’t let satan rob you of your happiness, of the abundant life Christ wants you to have.

IV. How Not to be a Casualty of satan:
A. Know Your History: Your Weaknesses: Your Faults:

Examine your life from when you can first remember hurting. Most of us will go back to our childhood and our thoughts may center on losing someone we love, or perhaps someone we loved abused us.

Whatever hurt is in our past scars us; such is sin. Sin scars all that are infected with it; sin is evil. The sin scars we all bear, for whatever reason, our sins or someone else’s: contribute to the way we act, to the patterns of behavior we form, and this typically happens without us being conscious of it. It becomes a learned behavior. 

If we are to take charge of our life with Christ, it is important to analyze our history, confront hurtful episodes or episodic events in our lives, bring them to Christ, and to ask Him to help us forgive all people involved and ourselves. Let Christ bring healing, which will make us strong against satan’s wiles. 

Bitterness and guilt hold us in bondage and influence other sin in our lives, such as permissiveness behavior or substance abuse. There is also a correlation between mental maladies and bitterness and or guilt, as one feed on the other. If you are bothered with depression or anxiety, they are fueled by bitterness and or guilt. You have to remember, sin holds in bondage.

So, examine your lives, your patterns of behavior, and your episodic events of your lives. Check them with God’s Word and fix what does not line up with God’s Word. Forgive those who have harmed you, mistreated you, abused you: forgive them, pray for them. 

Do this now, right now, forgive them: whomever God has put on your mind, right now go to them and tell them, “I forgive you”. If they live far away, call them as soon as possible, and tell them  “I forgive you”. If they have passed away, tell it to God, from your heart, “Lord I forgive them”. 

And also, as you do this, ask them to forgive you for being bitter towards them and or, whatever wrong you have done to them. Additionally often, we harbor ill feelings towards someone and they don’t know of our feelings or sometimes the feeling is mutual. Go to this person and ask them to forgive you. 

This is crucial for your total healing. When you do this the weight of sin will leave you and peace will be in your heart.
Matthew 6:14,15 

 “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 

15But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

And forgive yourself, no matter what you did, no matter how old you were when you did it, forgive yourself. Take whatever holds you in bondage, confess it to Christ, and have Freedom From Bondage. The Blood of Christ is for all sin. 
Romans 6:14 

 “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”

When you come to Christ, He forgives you. To not accept His forgiveness is sin. To remain in guilt is sin. The lie of satan is that you should stay in guilt.

Accept Christ’s Freedom From Bondage; forgive yourself.

B. Scriptures to Memorize:

Psalm 139:23,24


  “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
Daily examine your life. It is a lot easier to fix what is wrong when there is only a little wrong. The less you sin, the less hurt you have. Examine your life; be obedient to God, that’s where the peace is. 

2 Corinthians 10:5 

 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”

Take charge of your thoughts: examine your thoughts with God’s Word. If your thoughts are contrary to God’s Word, Stop Them!

Philippians 4:8 

  “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”

Think as Christ would have you think.

Philippians 4:11

  “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”

Learn to be content; live the life Paul lived; the life of Romans 8:1

Philippians 4:13

 “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

When all looks bleak and you try to pray; you try to read God’s Word and can’t: Just simply repeat Philippians 4:13 over and over and over; it’s called the 20 second pause: satan has got to flee and then you have Freedom From Bondage.

V. Closing:

satan is liar, even now he is putting doubt in your mind about this message. He is saying, “Yes, satan is real, but God doesn’t let him, and his demons torment us. Trouble comes to everyone; it’s part of life. In Biblical days, sure there were demons tormenting people, but not now.”

This is a lie from satan and then he says, “Besides, you can work out your own problems. God helps them who help themselves. Stand on your own two feet”.

This is satan’s evil lies. The Truth is:

John 10:10 

   “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

Yes, God does expect you to stand, but not on your own two feet. He wants you to stand on Him. He is the Rock. Put on the whole armor of God; stay with the Sword of the Lord, the Word of God; Pray without ceasing, communal prayer. And, having done all to stand; stand therefore. Stand on Jesus. Let Him fight satan, for Jesus vanquished satan at Calvary by His Blood. The Blood He shed because He loves us. 

Through Jesus and only through Jesus, we have Freedom From Bondage. Don’t listen to the lies of satan, call Jesus when the attacks of satan come. Jesus is always there.
Hebrews 13:5b  “... I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
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