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Where 

is 

the 

Victory

· Please turn in your Bible to Romans Chapter 6

· According to Scofield: Paul wrote Romans during his 3rd visit to Corinth.

·  Interestingly enough, Paul had never been to Rome at this time. 

· And how was there a church there?

·   Well,  Paul had witnessed extensively throughout the Roman Empire.  

· The Theme of Romans is the Gospel of God:

· And tonight we are exploring the section of Romans pertaining to ‘Crucifixion with Christ’

Where is the victory?

Introduction:

· At Calvary of course!

· Jesus paid for our sins with His Blood.

· Praise the Lord... Our sins our paid for.
Ephesians 2:8,9 (KJV)

8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  

9Not of works, lest any man should boast.

· When we accept the free gift of salvation.... Victory is ours.

· Are sins are paid for and Christ Himself joins our Spirit and we are sealed until the day of redemption.  

· Now.... if we have won the battle and victory is ours... why do we live such defeated lives??

· As we accept salvation our flesh our old man is destroyed at Calvary.... our sin nature is destroyed at Calvary.

· We died at Calvary with Jesus
Romans 6:4 (KJV)

4Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Romans 6:5 (KJV)

5For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
Romans 6:6 (KJV)

6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Romans 6:7 (KJV)

7For he that is dead is freed from sin.

· We are part of the body of Christ.

Romans 6:8 (KJV)

8Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:

· Our flesh was destroyed at Calvary.... Our sin nature is destroyed.

· For sin shall not have dominion over you.

· Victory is ours... The battle is won.

· He that is dead is free from sin.

· Is that what the scripture says??? Amen ... Yes it is.

· But why then.... Why do we sin???

· Because listen to this 

Romans 6:11-13 (KJV)

11Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

· We sin because we yield ourselves to unrighteousness instead of God.

A. Our sin body... our wicked flesh died at Calvary.

· But we continually resurrect the flesh.  We bring back the flesh;  we make it thrive and grow.

· We feed it by our unrighteous desires.

· We sin yet sin no longer has dominion over us.

B. Are you confused?

· Romans 6:6 is very often misunderstood.
Romans 6:6 (KJV)

6Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

· Tonight we will try to clarify the thoughts of Romans  6:6

· And show us all that the old man  ... our sin nature is truly dead.

Let’s start with the Blood of Jesus.
Colossians 1:14 (KJV)

14In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

Hebrews 9:12 (KJV)

12Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
Jesus is the Propitiation for our sins!

· He paid the penalty of sin with His Blood

A. God Loves Us:

· God looked over the boughs of heaven... He saw man was wicked.... his every thought.... his every imagination was wicked.

· Man is born into Bondage.

· Man is a slave to sin... Adam our father gave us a sin nature from his seed.... we are born a sinner.

· We didn’t ask for it... but we have it... there is nothing we can do to stop it.... it comes to all who are born

· Adam our earthly father gave us ....an inherited blood disease of sin!!

·  A quote from George MacLeod:   What upsets every scene, domestic or political, is not man's desire to be so bad. So far I have never met a man who wanted to be bad. The mystery of man is that he is bad when he wants to be good.   We are sinners by nature

· There is an inward inclination to sin in all of us. A power within that draws us to sin.... The flesh!!

B. The Lost

· Those who have not accepted Jesus’ Blood sacrifice do not readily understand this premise... That is:  We are sinners and sin must be paid for.

· So let’s deal with the issue.

·  In order to be saved..... Born Again... Joined with Christ’s Spirit.... Secure in the knowledge that heaven is where you will be when you die.

· You must clearly understand and accept that you are a sinner.

Romans 3:23 (KJV)

23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
· Many people have no problem accepting the fact they are sinners... they know they are.

· Yet many others... are by the world standards... good people. ... they work hard... mind their own business.... they help others they don’t lie, cheat, or steal.... they don’t commit adultery.... they even have a form of godliness.... many even acknowledge Jesus.

· Both of these types of people have something in common.... they are both sinners.

· People try to classify sin by the worlds standards.

· SIN is: DENYING GOD HIS LORDSHIP OVER YOU!

· That is what sin is.

· Pure and simple... all other transgressions, whatever they may be, are sins given birth by denying Christ’s power over you...and trying to exist by your power.

· We are created for God’s Glory

· Look inside your heart... and you will see

· 1. A life that exists for itself...  there may be parental love or love for a husband or wife or children... a desire for their well-being... however this desire this love.... is for self-glory.

· 2. A lost person will see self – justification in their heart..... they have a reason for the things they do.

· Illustration -- Henri J.M. Nouwen, from his diary; in New Oxford Review (April 1987). Christianity Today, Vol. 32, no. 15.

  I love Jesus, but want to hold on to my own friends even when they do not lead me closer to Jesus. 

I love Jesus, but want to hold on to my own independence even when it brings me no real freedom. 

I love Jesus, but do not want to lose the respect of my professional colleagues even though their respect does not make me grow spiritually.

I love Jesus, but do not want to give up my writing, travel, and speaking plans even when they are often more to my glory than God's. 

**  Self... Self.... Self.... All about self

3. Self-Desire is so ingrained in the lost.... to the extent that satisfying their desires consume their heart.
Matthew 6:21 (KJV)

· 21For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
· We all... with our sin nature rebel from God...The flesh does not want to submit to God..

· The flesh does not want to surrender to God’s Lordship.
· That is what sin is!!!
· That is the sin that sends a lost person to hell.
John 3:18 (KJV)

18He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
C.  God loves us so much

· That He came as His son Jesus and Died for us.

· Jesus ... God came to earth ...born of a virgin.... died at Calvary and shed His Blood for our sins.... Because He loves us.

· God is sinless.... Sin cannot be where God is.

· God is everything that is pure and spotless

· Sin is what God is not!!

· Sin had to be paid for and God ordained that sin be paid by His Blood... nothing else.... Jesus’ Blood sacrifice pays for our sins.

· Now as a lost person accepts the fact that:                          

1. He is a sinner

2. He is doomed to perish in hell if Jesus doesn’t save him.

3. And then with saving faith he asks from his heart.... he asks Jesus to save him.. then he is saved

· From  the heart

Romans 10:10 (KJV)

10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

The faith we need to believe He gives us.
Romans 10:17 (KJV)

17So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

· When we ask Jesus by Faith to save us.... He does.. He comes inside us... He lives and reigns in us.   

· The Blood is applied to our sins.... our sins are paid for.

Point 1:Let’s start with the Blood of Jesus.
Now the next part.... we are saved.

·   We are gloriously saved. Our spirit is sealed with Christ’s Spirit until the day of redemption.

· Christ reigns supreme in us....we are free from sin.

· Sin no longer has dominion over us.

· Let’s understand what has happen to us.

· Watchman Nee states in his book, The Normal Christian Life “Objectively the Blood of Jesus has paid the price for our sins

· Jesus paid the price for our sins with His Blood ... Praise the Lord.

· A. Let’s go a step further in the plan of God... to understand how He deals with the sin principle in us.

· The Blood can wash away my sins... but it cannot wash away my old man. It needs the cross to crucify me. The Blood deals with the sins, but the cross must deal with the sinner.”

· We need to understand a sinner is a sinner because he is born a sinner; not because he commits sin
Romans 5:19 (KJV)

19For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

· We sin because we are sinners

· How are we constituted sinners? By Adam’s disobedience.

· We do not become sinners because of what we have done but because of what Adam has done

· Illustration: From Watchman Nee:

Do you see the oneness of human life? Our life comes from Adam. If your great grandfather had died at the age of three, where would you be? 
You would have died with him! Your experience is bound up with his. And in just the same way, the experience of everyone of us is bound up with that of Adam. None can say, I have not been born in Eden. 

For potentially we all were there when Adam yielded to the serpent’s words. So we are all involved in Adam’s sin. We receive from him all that he became as a result of his sin – that is to say the Adamic nature which is the nature of the sinner.
· He who sins is a sinner.... but it is equally true that if someone could not sin... if he is of Adam’s race.... He is a sinner and in need of redemption.

· We sometimes think that if only we had done certain things all would be well.... but the trouble is far deeper in what we do.... it lies in what we are.

· B. Let’s realize what we are
As we become saved we become consumed with what we do.... we try to be Christ like.... we want to be kind loving, pure of thought...but right from the get go.... we find what Paul said  in Romans 7:15
· 15For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.

If we try by the law ....in our own power... by works...... try to walk in obedience we fail...we cannot please God

Romans 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
· We try to smile... but inside we have no smile.

· And as we try to be Christ like we discover not only have we done wrong... but more importantly we are wrong... we are sinners.

· The fall changed Adam... Adam became unable to please God... and Adam is our earthly father.

· Our trouble is in our Heredity not our behavior.

C. As In Adam So In Christ
· Christ was made perfect through His obedience... through His obedience we are made righteous.

Romans 5:19 through Romans 5:21 (KJV)

19For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 20Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 21That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.
· 1. If we are born in Adam... How do we get out of Adam?

· The Blood cannot take us out of Adam... There is only one way. Since we came by birth we must go out by death

· To do away with our sinfulness... we must do away with our life

· Bondage to sin came by birth... deliverance from sin comes by death

· “Death is the secret to freedom from sin.”

· 2. We can’t kill ourselves:

· We must recognize that God has dealt with us in Christ.

Romans 6:3 (KJV)

3Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

· -There is not anything we need to do... Christ has done it for us.
1 Corinthians 1:30 (KJV)

30But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

· When Jesus was on the Cross... All of us died.... Being in Him .... We died in Him.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (KJV)

14For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:
· 3. Must we ask Christ to Crucify us?

· Never!!  When Christ was crucified... we were crucified and the crucifixion is past.... over .... it cannot be in the future.

· There is not one text in the New Testament telling us our crucifixion is in the future.

· That we have died with Christ is not merely a doctrinal position it is an eternal and indisputable fact.

· Jesus died not only to shed His Blood... he died that we might die with Him.

· As the Last Adam, Christ is the sum total of humanity. ... As the Second Man.... He is the head of a new race

· So we have here two unions.... the one relating to His death... and the other to His resurrection. 

· When therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross He was crucified as the last Adam.... All that was in the first Adam was gathered up and done away in Him.

· We were included there. As the last Adam He wiped out the old race... as the second man He brought in the new race

· It is in His resurrection that He stands forth as the second man and there too, we are included.

· The Cross is then the mighty act of God which translates us from Adam to Christ. 

Paul said in Romans 7:25...8:9,10

25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. . 9But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
Point 1:the Blood of Jesus.Point 2:.... we are saved.

Point 3.  How Do We Live Victoriously?

· A. We must acknowledge we are dead with Christ... we must acknowledge our OLD MAN died at Calvary.

· B. Jesus tells us He is the vine

John 15:5 (KJV)

5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

· Hudson Taylor, writing to his sister from China in 1869 said, “That if only I could abide in Christ, all would be well, but I could not.
· The more he tried to get in the more he found himself slipping out, so to speak, until one day light dawned, revelation came and he saw. This is how he describes it.

· Here I feel, is the secret: not asking how I am to get sap out of the Vine into myself, but remembering that Jesus is the Vine – the root, stem, branches, twigs, leaves, flowers, fruit, all indeed.

· I have not got to make myself a branch. The Lord Jesus tells me I am a branch. I am part of Him and I have just to believe it and act upon it. I have seen it long enough in the Bible, but I believe it now as a living reality.

· It was as though something which had indeed been true all the time had now suddenly become true in a new way to him personally, and he wrote to his sister again.

· I do not know how far I may be able to make myself intelligible about it, for there is nothing new or strange or wonderful – and yet, all is new! In a word, whereas once I was blind, now I see.... 

· I am dead and buried with Christ – aye, and risen too and ascended...  God reckons me so, and tells me to reckon myself so.  He knows best...Oh! the joy of seeing this truth – I do pray that the eyes of your understanding may be enlightened, that you may know and enjoy the riches freely given us in Christ.

· C. Now satan is a liar.

· He will seek to rob you of this freedom – seek to pull you down to the miry depths of sin – He will seek to have you resurrect the flesh.

· Listen and understand this....     All satan has to do to get you a Christian to sin is this: he simply whispers to you.... you can accomplish this feat... this work in your own power... you don’t need God... you have your own power....

· In that instant you resurrect the flesh and separate yourself from the sap.... of Jesus’ Vine.... you are still a branch... but you don’t have the sap .... God’s Power to be free from sin.

· In the flesh is no good thing.

· But with Christ you can do all things

· Realize... all temptation is primarily to look within to take our eyes off the Lord!!!

· D. The Cross says – that all that is of the old creature must die – nothing of the first Adam can pass beyond the Cross if all enters there.

· Okay! – to have victory

· 1. Abide in Jesus – be part of the vine.

· 2. Present yourselves
Romans 6:13 (KJV)

13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

Romans 12:1 (KJV)

1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

Romans 12:2 (KJV)

2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

· Many learned men say it with different words.... different analogies. 

· Andrew Murray says “Absolute Surrender”  Surrender to Christ totally and completely.

· R.L. Torres speaks of his experiences and of D. L. Moody’s... and says they were baptized with the Holy Spirit

· Oswald Chambers says we must be broken bread... poured out wine.

· Watchmen Nee calls it ..... The Normal Christian Life.

· Listen to what he says:   Perhaps you may have been asking the Lord for a long time that He will be pleased to use you in such a way as to impart impressions of Himself to others. 

· That prayer is not exactly for the gift of preaching or teaching it is rather that you might be able, in your touch with others, to impart God, the presence of God, the sense of God. 

· Let me tell you dear friends, you cannot produce such impressions of God upon others without the breaking of everything, even your most precious possessions at the feet of the Lord Jesus.

· But if once that point is reached, you may or may not seem to be much use in an outward way, but God will begin to use you to create a hunger in others. 

· People will scent Christ in you!

· When we begin to want to give our all to Christ... to live for Him... not ourselves ... Oh what freedom we have  .... Oh what Joy we have. .... Oh what Peace we have
!!

· Is this not we are praying for as a Church?

· As we pray for brokeness

· As we pray for a Spirit of Prayer to be over us.

· As we pray for Revival

· Don’t each of us as Christians long for the Victory in Jesus that we each received at the Cross... at Calvary.

· We must give ourselves to Christ... totally ... Completely ....100% .... Total surrender... Everything.... All our possessions ...our wealth... our thoughts.... our Families... Our desires

· Give all to Christ and seek nothing except to live for God’s Pleasure

· Come to the Altar.... Surrender all.... 

· Come to the Altar Accept Jesus as your Saviour. 

