Victory Over Unbelief:  Text Hebrews 4:10-16
I don’t believe! How can I believe that Jesus came and died for me? Just because man tells me Jesus died at Calvary and shed His Blood for my sins why should I believe this? How can I Believe? If I could really believe that I could fine peace…rest in Jesus how wonderful that would be. How do I find the Truth?

Have you ever asked these questions before, perhaps you are asking them now! How can I believe? What can I do to believe? What can I do to have Faith? You can do nothing to get this Faith. You have to go to God for Faith.



Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

When you cry out to God, He sends His Word to you through a preacher, your friend, or from a stranger. Somehow, some way the Word will get to you and this Word will bring belief…Faith to you heart, which will bring Salvation to you.


Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  

Ephesians 2:8,9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

Now, with this Faith you ask God to save you and He does. That’s how easy Salvation is…we make it hard because we try to do it ourselves. 
Consider:

Hebrews 4:10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 

Rest…a satisfying word, a word of contentment, a word associated with completeness...the work is done…now it is time to Rest. This is exactly what God our Creator did after He ended His work of creation. 



Genesis 2:1,2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  2And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.  

Seven is a number of completeness and the Rest followed the completeness. Rest is what God wants for all of us…His Rest. His Rest is Salvation complete.  The only way we come to this Rest is ceasing from our works. When we say: God I can’t but You can; then and only then does Salvation come. 

The work of satan centers on unbelief. His wicked purpose is to keep the lost in the dark and to keep the saved from entering into complete Rest. This is his strategy, his subterfuge…unbelief. If he can cause doubt, lack of Faith, then he has achieved his evil mission. For without Faith nothing happens.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  
The evil one knows that without Faith there is only defeat. For God’s power is produced only as a result of Faith. Think about it. Without Faith there is no Salvation, no new creature in Christ, no New Birth. Thusly, satan’s method of destruction is keep mankind in unbelief. Unbelief is a cancer, it is all consuming, and there is no cure for it. It must be cut out and replaced with Faith. God is the I Am That I Am and He is a jealous God and He mandates that all come to Him for everything. The constant battles we endure are because we are trying to fight them in our power…we have no power and are doomed before we start. Yet continually, we go around in circles fighting the dragons of the world without realizing we are fighting the demons of the unseen world. We know we are no match for satan and his minions, yet we are beguiled by satan to try to separate the seen world from the unseen world and further, satan works on us convincing us that the battle we are fighting is one we must fight in our own power. His evilness comes under the guise such as: this trouble you are in is your own fault; you can’t expect God to help you; you created this mess it’s up to you to fix it. This is the deceitfulness of satan; he finds a method to rob you of your Faith, which stops you from entering into God’s complete Rest.
Rest is Salvation complete and as we are saved we are to enter into this Rest. It is a process and we must claim it, we must fight for it! Wait a minute: I thought we had to stop our work and let God work?

Amen! That is true, but once we stop our work we are to allow God to work through us giving us victory, bringing us to Rest…complete Salvation. As we receive Salvation we become Born Again; our spirit is alive joined with Christ’s Spirit and our body, our soul…our flesh receives a propensity for the Power of God. 
It is in this Power we fight, not our power. It is in this Power that we enter into the Rest…complete Salvation…Sanctification. This is the complete Rest for a Christian. 

The Christian life is a life of Faith and when it is lived in Faith, victory is the reward. Rest comes through Faith…without Faith there is no Rest. 
Paul said in Romans 7 he was defeated…he was defeated as a lost person under the law…and he was also defeated as a saved person trying to live under the law, or in his own power. Paul’s victory came when he realized he had no power. Only when he allowed God to work through him could he find victory. 

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

Paul was defeated when he tried to keep the law, that is work in his power. A Christian has no power in his flesh…his power is when his flesh is given to God and filled with the Holy Spirit. We know and believe this, why then do we constantly battle defeat? Because we let satan rob us of our Faith! We have to realize satan is not ignorant of the weakness of the flesh and to this point is where he fights to bring us: to walk in the power of the flesh. There is no power in the flesh. We know this, yet we continually fall for satan’s subterfuge and walk in the flesh. Why? Because of Pride! The evil one’s attacks have to find a weak point; they have to be designed to attack the desires of the flesh!

James 1:14,15 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  
Pride is a weakness of the flesh…a lust. It is the pinnacle of sin in man, it is what doomed satan:


Isaiah 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  

 When we allow our flesh…our pride to be tempted we begin to lose our propensity of God’s Power in our flesh…for pride is evil and God hates pride. Pride is man telling God he doesn’t need Him. If we succumb to satan’s attacks we shortly begin to fall…we despair… we become depressed. We say: What’s the use. The more I try to serve God the worse my life gets. What’s wrong? The wrong is that you are fighting the battle; you can’t, God can. How? Let’s look at verse 11: 
Hebrews 4:11
Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 
The Israelites fell because of unbelief: they could not enter into the Promised Land for 40 years because of their unbelief.  

Psalms 95:8 - 11   Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: 9    When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. 10    Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways: 11    Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest.
The horror of unbelief…the misery that it causes: Unbelief is the number one weapon of satan. It is so effective because it robs us of God’s Power!!! It stops us from entering into the Promised Land. It stops us from achieving Sanctification…Complete Rest! 

How are we to labor for this REST?


Psalms 139:23,24    Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  24    And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Empty self of self; let God cleanse you. Let God show you the things that are wrong in your life. Let God show you the desires of your heart. Who are you living for: yourself or God? There can be no complete Rest without exalting God. Jesus glorified God as he walked this earth and this is why we are; we are here for God’s Glory. If we try to live life for our business, family, or whatever; we will not find Rest. Rest only comes when the Christian life is surrendered totally to God’s Will. Defeat in a Christian is because of a life not surrendered to Christ. The design of the world that we are in, is self orientated. We are taught from an early age to compete, to work hard to succeed, to never give up, and fight for what you believe in: these values are instilled into us. These precepts, though noble, create a person seeking self-actualization. This is where the fiery darts of satan attack, for it is Pride: It is seeking glory for self and God wants us to Glorify Him, not us. 

Is it wrong to desire to succeed, to want the best for our families? No, of course not! That is, assuming you are following God’s guidance and your innermost desire is seeking God’s Glory. Consider this carefully: Our families are a gift from God, a very special gift from God, of which we are to cherish and protect, and hold them dear in our hearts. 
However, if we hold them from God; if we take credit for them, if we put them before God in any way: We are robbing God of His Glory and our Power of God is diminished, our Faith weakens and we miss the total Rest.    

Often, in our lives, we allow something to become more important to us than God. We usually are not aware of this; nevertheless, we allow it to happen. This is why it is so crucial for us to ask God to search us…show us sin in our lives. As we do this, we are actually praying for we are talking to God. Praying is Power, prayer brings us to God’s Throne where are requests are heard if they are in His Will. It has been said: if a Christian will pray and read his Bible everyday, he will have a blessed life. Is this true? Of course, this is how a Christian comes to complete Rest. As we pray and read our Bibles God changes us, He works His Will in our lives…we change. Without communion with God we falter…we fall into unbelief. Consequently, satan works continually to keep us from prayer and the Word, for he knows this is our Power. Remember he is crafty, like a roaring lion seeking whom he can devour.  

Prayer and the Word are to produce Obedience in us! This is the labor that will bring us to the Rest…the complete Rest! Obedience is an all encompassing word, it says it all. Obedience, this is what God wants from us…nay it is what God demands from us. It will bring us to Rest.

John 14:13 - 15 13And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 15If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

 Keeping God’s commandments is what we need to do and the only way to keep God’s commandments is through God’s Power. In essence, it is determined by your heart’s desire, if you desire God…to Glorify God and not yourself then you will come to the Rest.
Question: How does God’s Word bring Faith?
Hebrews 4:12
 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Alive! God’s Word is alive…alive by the Power of the Holy Spirit. Alive! Alive! Alive! God’s Word is all powerful, there is nothing more powerful, with it we are more then conquerors, and without it we are helpless. In our moments of despair God’s Word is our refuge it gives us Power to hang on, for it is Alive with the Holy Spirit. As we read it we are filling ourselves with God.  Alive! Alive! Alive!
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

The Word is Jesus… and Jesus is God, and God is the Holy Spirit. The Word is the Triune God the Word is Alive!
God’s Word is what brings Faith to our hearts…it is what brings Salvation to us. As God brings His Word to us it brings Truth…Everlasting Truth…the Truth…Jesus Saves! The Word of God comes to our hearts with Everlasting Truth. It holds back sin and wickedness as the Alive Word of God pricks our hearts. Lost man is totally depraved, there is nothing good in him, yet God’s Word holds back evil…sinful desires…the demons of satan… and satan himself as the Word of God brings Truth to the sinful heart. 
God’s Word is full of Love…the Love of Calvary…the Love of Everlasting life. It is this Love that fills the lost heart, the Love that says:  “I died for you…I died for you because I Love you and I want you to be my child.” This is what God’s Word brings to our heart that He is our Hope, our Peace, our Salvation. God’s Word reveals to us that we are totally depraved and need to be Born Again…we need to be a new Creature in Christ and that if we will surrender our lives…our hearts to Him… if we will repent of denying His Lordship over our lives and will accept His Rule over our lives we can have New Birth…We can be Saved.
 Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

God’s is Word is like a Two-Edge Sword: A Sword of Truth. As we ask Jesus to Save us His Word…The Sword comes to our heart and divides unsunder our dead spirit from our soul and then God breathes life to our dead spirit and we become alive, alive with Jesus. He is in us and we are with Him…forever more. Such is the Power of God’s Word. That’s unspeakable Power to bring Salvation. Do not be mistaken…God’s Word is what brings Salvation. God’s WORD is what brings Faith to the heart: Faith is the vehicle that applies GRACE to us (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense).

Ephesians 2:8,9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

No works can produce Salvation, nothing man can do is worthy of God unless it is washed by the Blood of Jesus. The Blood of Jesus brings Justification to us (Just as if I never sinned). Now Justification is not complete Salvation…Rest.
 Rest will not be complete until we have complete Sanctification and Glorification. Sanctification is a process Christians are participating in continually; some are ever moving up the stairs of Spirituality, and some are standing still, perhaps sliding back: This ought not be! Progressing up the stairs of Spirituality is how a Christian glorifies God. To not progress up the stairs robs God of His Glory! Glorification is when we in heaven receive our new glorified bodies: This will not happen until the Rapture occurs:


1 Thessalonians 4:14 - 18 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
 Then our Rest is complete, we are in heaven in our glorified bodies: Worshiping our Savior. BUT until then we are to work towards that REST by serving our Lord here on earth and ever moving up the stairs of Spirituality, moving closer and closer to God. We can have all we want of God, all we have to do is desire Him…desire Him more than life. Let God be what you live for…what you desire: Let Him be your breathe…breathe Him in and out. Let all who come upon your path sense…smell Jesus in you.
God’s Word will guide you on this path; it guides you as the Sword comes to the joints and marrow: It brings conviction. God’s Word keeps us focused on God not on the world; it keeps us knowing God’s Will.

Psalms 51:17     The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

  Keeping a broken spirit and a broken and contrite heart will keep us in God’s Will, which will bring us up the stairs of Spirituality…moving to Sanctification…moving to REST! 
Verse 13 tells us that God’s Word reveals all of our innermost secrets; nothing is missed by God’s Word for it is Alive!
Hebrews 4:13
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
The Word is Christ and nothing about us is hid from Him. There is no thought too small or insignificant for Jesus not to know the intent of our hearts. Who we are living for: Him or ourselves. We may fool others, but Jesus knows our hearts; He knows our desires, why we do what we do. Sometimes we even try to hide our own desires from ourselves: Why? Because we know what God’s Word tells us and if we allow the deep desires of our heart to be openly felt, be brought to light; we know that the Word will expose the desires as sin. 

True Rest will not come unless you allow God’s Word to expose your inner thoughts completely and then as you acknowledge these thoughts take them to Jesus:  

2 Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  

  It is imperative that we remember satan knows our innermost desires and that he tailor makes his temptation for us based on these lusts:  

James 1:14,15 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  
 The purpose of these temptations is to rob God of His Glory at our expense: For God wants all to enter into His Rest and He is glorified when we do. But, if we allow temptations to ply on our wicked desires, compounded by our burying these desires from ourselves, and we foolishly may even think from God…If we do this, we will not enter into complete Rest.  We are saved and yes we will go to heaven but, our life here on earth will not enter the Rest that it should: Furthermore, we will not carry rewards to heaven.

1 Corinthians 3:11 - 17 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.  14If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
 15If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
 16Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  17If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 
God wants us all to live the abundant life…are you? If you are not working towards the Rest, you are not, and the reason you haven’t is because you are living for yourself! 
 Think about it. How many Christians do you know who are living the abundant life? Are you one of them? Living the abundant life doesn’t mean that you want have to endure suffering, it means that in the middle of your suffering there is peace…peace, peace, wonderful peace…the peace, which passes all understanding. Do you have this peace? The Word will keep you in peace. 

Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.  
 Keep your heart, mind, and soul on Jesus, for He is your peace and you are ever on His mind.
Hebrews 4:14
  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  
Do you love Jesus? We say we do, but do you? We so often take for granted His Blood sacrifice of Calvary. We forget that He suffered for us because He loves us and that only through His Passion could we come to heaven…we love Him because He first loved us. This love is not supposed to be only a Sunday morning love it is supposed to be continual…day in day out. Our lives should be centered on Him instead of Him being relegated to second place behind our desires… our families. God created us for His pleasure…not for our pleasure. If we live for God lifting Him high and lifted up, we all share in His Glory…His Peace…His Rest!

Jesus is in heaven ever interceding for us: 

Hebrews 7:25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.  

  He died that we might live with Him forever, and He is making intercession for us now! We were made for His pleasure and His pleasure is to help us…to love us!!!
He died for us and now He intercedes for us: Surely we can live for Him and not ourselves!

Enter into His Rest …Live for Him!

He lived and died for us and He did this as 100% man and 100% God: The hypostatical union of God and man in Christ Jesus. 
Hebrews 4:15 
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  
How could Jesus be tempted like we are? Because he laid aside His powers and lived just as we do, but he did it in perfect obedience. 
 

Philippians 2:5 - 8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  

Jesus came to earth as a man. He grew from a baby to a man without the Godhead powers due Him as God the Son. He was very God and very man and He was perfect! When He went to John’s Baptism He was baptized with the Holy Spirit and this is the Power He used on earth…the same Power we receive when we are saved. Now His Power was Perfect…for He is Perfect. This same Power is ours in complete Rest…but it takes complete Obedience. 
Some will say that Jesus had no sin nature; therefore He could resist temptation and be in Perfect obedience because of this. It is true, Jesus is Perfect and did not have a sin nature, nevertheless, we too when we are saved…Born Again are transformed…changed…the old man dies and we become a New Creature in Christ. The sin natured died…we don’t have to sin.

Romans 6:6,7 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  7For he that is dead is freed from sin.  

  Do not make light of this. A Born Again Christian does not have to sin; he has been changed. At New Birth, we become endowed with the same Power that Jesus walked the earth with. Even to the point of resisting sin!!! What happens is when we first give into sin…sin in its evilness gives life to the old sin nature and the battle ensues. You don’t have to sin…you choose to: Stop it!!! Live for Jesus, bring your body into subjection of Jesus Christ, do it continually. 

Romans 12:1,2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

Know this: Jesus knows what you are going through. He was tempted in all ways. In fact, satan tempted Him personally for 40 days and Jesus was victorious by praying to God, fasting, and using God’s Word for the Sword that it is. Again some will say, but the angels ministered to Him! Amen that too is true, the angels did ministered to Him, but did they not minister to Daniel when He was praying and fasting? And they will minister to you too!
Jesus endured temptation more than we can imagine during His life on earth. And then, He suffered the ultimate temptation of Calvary where He endured the horrific physical torment of crucifixion and more than that He bore our sins and paid our sin dept…He endured our punishment in hell at Calvary and he did it with Perfect Obedience.  
We can ever progress to complete Rest if we walk in Obedience. The way we do this can be summarized by: 
Hebrews 4:16
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
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