The Door


Revelation 3:7 - 10  “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;  8I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.  9Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.  10Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”  
Power…No other power exists like this Power

When God opens a door it stays open…When God closes a door it stays closed.

He Is The I Am That I Am…All things consist by Him.



Colossians 1:16 - 17  “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”  

 Nothing happens without God’s sovereign touch. No doors open or close unless God says so. These verses proclaim that God is: Omnipotent…Omniscience…Omnipresent.

God is Power

Scripture bears this fact over and over. In fact not only does Jesus have the Power to open and close all doors but He is the door.


John 10:1 - 10  “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.  2But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  3To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  4And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.  5And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.  6This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.  7Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  8All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.  9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  10The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  

 As we open this study of: “The Door”…this is where we start…Jesus is the Door

I Dreamed I Stood at Calvary

I dreamed I stood at Calvary

And saw three crosses there;

On left and right were nailed two thieves,

The cross between was bare.

 

A soldier took his sword in hand,

Then pointing it at me;

He said,"You there, prepare to die.

That cross is meant for thee."

 

I quickly fell upon my knees,

For mercy did I cry;

As strong hands grabbed my hands and feet,

I shouted, "Why, oh why?"

 

And then a voice both soft and sweet

Was heard above the din;

"Let this one go, take me instead.

I'll pay his debt of sin."

 

With his body torn and bleeding,

And thorn marks 'round his head;

With face bruised where they beat him,

He stepped into my stead.

 

Then Jesus laid upon the cross,

His life to freely give;

That all my sins be washed away,

And through his death, I'd live.

 

He stretched his arms out open wide,

No struggle did he make;

As they prepared to nail him there,

His life to gladly take.

 

They drove the spikes in hands and feet

And slammed the cross in place;

His bones were shaken out of joint,

And blood flowed down his face.

 

"Forgive them, Father"' was his cry,

They know not what they've done.

They do not realize that you,

Have sent your only son."

 

Deep darkness filled the noonday sky

And trembling shook the ground;

As God, the Father, turned away,

While God, the Son, gazed 'round.

 

"It's finished now", the Saviour said.

"The door stands open wide;
Into thy hand's my spirit comes."

And then they pierced his side.

 

The graves were bursting open,

And dead men walked around;

The temple veil was rent in twain,

And I fell to the ground.

 

When I awoke, the night had passed

And sunshine flooded in;

I cried, "Dear Lord, forgive me please,

And cleanse me from my sin.

 

For you sent down your only son,

A ransom for the lost;

And I see you included me,

When counting out the cost.

 

Take o'er the reins that guide my life,

Remove my wilful pride;

Sweep clean my heart and enter in,

Forever, there abide."

 

Yes, I dreamt I stood at Calvary

And saw those crosses three;

Yet no longer do I look with fear

Where Jesus died for me.

____________________________________________________________________________

John 14:6  “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  

 The Door of Salvation is open to all and no man can shut it…but Jesus can and will…to all who reject His shed Blood.


Colossians 1:14   “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”  

 The Blood of Jesus must be applied to wash away the evil heart of lost man; for lost man is indeed evil.



Jeremiah 17:9  “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  

 Lost man does not open the Door of Salvation…only Jesus can do that and He did it for love.



John 3:16   “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  

Lost man must accept the fact that he is doomed to burn in hell unless he becomes “Born Again”

John 3:3   “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

  

 Lost man must ask Jesus to bring him new life…everlasting life. He must accept that his every thought centers on himself instead of God and that the only way he can change is when new life comes to him.



2 Corinthians 5:17   “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  

 This new life comes when the lost person repents…denies himself and surrenders to Jesus.

 

Matthew 16:24 - 26   “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  25For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  26For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”  

Acts 2:38   “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  

Now as lost man sees he is a sinner:



Romans 3:10  “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:”  

Romans 3:11  “There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.”  

Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”  

And realizes he is doomed:


Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
 And that he can’t save himself:



Ephesians 2:8 - 9  “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  

But if he by faith will ask God to save him:



Romans 10:9  “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  

Romans 10:10  “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  

Romans 10:13  “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

THEN…GOD: will invite him into the Open Door of Salvation.

***

Now then: To you who have entered the 
Open Door of Salvation…Open to them by Jesus.


Acts 4:10 - 12  “Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.  11This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.  12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  

Jesus has brought us…Christians into the Open door of Salvation; we are His children forevermore sealed by the Holy Spirit until the Day of Redemption. This is indeed wonderment…Salvation…the Open Door of Salvation free to us but it cost our dear Saviors life…Thank you Jesus.
Now let us venture into this study trusting Jesus for all the doors in our life for it is a certainty that He, in His sovereignty, controls the opening and shutting of all doors in our life. With this trust in Him our hearts are full of peace. Without this trust our life is full of insecurities and doubts. Do you have peace in your life? If not, is it because you don’t trust God for the doors in your life…open or shut? Scripture tells us that all doors in our lives are predestined by foreknowledge; that is God has declared before time began what doors would be open and shut in our life. This predestination is done with this one thought in mind: Saving the most souls possible, which brings glory to God.

Acceptance, on the part of Christians, of this scriptural truth is peace. Accepting God’s plans for your life is peace and open doors and shut doors is God’s Way of planning our life…guiding us through life’s pitfalls. 


Romans 8:28 - 30  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” 

It is of paramount importance for a Christian to view open and shut doors as God’s Divine Will instead of luck or misfortune. This you must receive into your heart…God directs us by open and shut doors. Consider the Apostle Paul and the Macedonia Call:

Acts 16:6 - 10  “Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,  7After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.  8And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.  9And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  10And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.”  

 What we need to gleam from this is that God wants to guide us through open and shut doors and we are to be receptive to God’s guidance… This means if a door is shut…it is shut for a reason. What is the reason? Now, that is a good question to ask: Why is this door shut?
Often shut doors are a source of trepidation…a source of tribulation. Shut doors can come in the form of: lost jobs…broken relationships…sickness…incarceration. Trying to understand these type of shut doors can be difficult; nevertheless the wise Christian diligently looks to God for direction and understanding in these difficult times.

Many doors are shut because of sin in our lives.

Illustration: Several centuries ago a in a small country in Europe, King Archibald died leaving two sons; the elder Rutherford, the younger Percy. Rutherford became king and ruled for two years and unbeknownst to him; his brother Percy was plotting to overthrow him.  

When Percy had achieved the power structure he needed he stormed King Rutherford’s castle. The King was completely surprised and offered little resistance. His brother, Percy, for some reason was compelled to spare King Rutherford’s life. 
Instead, Percy decided to imprison King Rutherford in his own castle. He instructed the stone masons to build a wall with a single door opening, no door, around the King. The resulting room was quite spacious, yet there was only one way in and one way out. 

Each day Percy instructed the kitchen to bring the very best foods: meats…vegetables…and abundant pastries of all sorts to feed the King. With all this done Percy told his brother… “Rutherford, you see the doorway is open, it is not shut to you. Anytime you wish you are free to leave.”

The seemingly generous offer of Percy to his brother was actually a cruel, tortuous act for King Rutherford was a huge enormous fat man…he could not fit through the door opening. All he had to do was lose weight and he could be free. 

King Rutherford stayed in the room for ten years…he didn’t lose weight… his brother died and he was released. Anytime he wanted to leave in the ten years he could have but the DOOR hWAS SHUT because he would not stop his gluttony. King Rutherford died shortly after he was released. 

Jesus came to set us free from our sins…sin is death

John 8:36  “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”   

 The shut door cannot be open unless Jesus opens the door: 

Philippians 4:13 13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  

 If the door is shut because of sin in your life…reconcile with Jesus…this is the key to open the shut door…FIX WHAT IS WRONG!!!

Sometimes the offense is not obvious. Sometimes the sin that has caused the door to be shut is obscure…not from God…but from the sinner. Many times in our life we enter into a comfort zone of sinning without realizing we have strayed. Such is the wiles of satan as he seeks to devour Christians 


1 Peter 5:8  “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”  

  A door being shut in your life should be a time of critical self-examination in your life.



Psalms 139:23 - 24       “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24    And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
Prayer and Bible study bring light to a dark soul…seek God’s Word to reveal the darkness:

Psalms 119:105       “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 

 When you find the darkness and you will if you search the scriptures; confess it to God, get peace and then wait on God for an open door.

1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

As we continue this study it is quite evident to each of us that sin shuts doors in our lives…yet shut doors do not necessarily denote sin as the reason for the shut door. God shuts doors in a Christian’s life to prevent advancing in a wrong direction. Doors that are open are shut by God if by God’s Sovereign Will He has determined the open door is harmful. For instance: advancement in a job…more money…better position seems to be a door to enter. Yet if God shuts the door it is because He knows trouble is on the horizon. The wise Christian learns to accept God’s Will and trust Him.


John 3:27  “John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.”  

God is always protecting us: He knows best and once we truly accept this life’s shut doors…disappointments are not hard to bear. Doors are shut for a reason. They are shut because it is God’s Will to shut them and Christians would do well to remember; If God shuts a door no one can open it…except God.

Open Doors Are Opened By God

They are opened to guide Christians to God’s path…shut doors open our eyes to God’s direction and open doors create new horizons designed to bring us closer to God. Open doors are also to be approached with much prayer and Bible study searching for God’s Will. Remember an open door…a door opened by God cannot be shut if it is God’s open door. However, a door opened by the evil one can and should be shut.
Seeking God’s guidance and trusting Him is what a wise Christian does. The wise Christian prays from his heart: God open the door you want open and shut the door you want shut. Golden opportunities are not necessarily from God…all that glitters is not gold. Remember satan is to be dreaded as a lion…more dreaded as a serpent…and most dreaded as an angel of light. The evil one seeks to trick, beguile Christians with a seemingly wonderful Open Door. It is the wise Christian who seeks God’s mind on all open doors.

When God opens a door no man can shut it. Amen…if God opens a door…It’s open…it can’t be shut.

Has God opened a door for you?

Has God said he is going to open a door for you?

Has God opened a door for you and asked you to go through it?
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The Challenge
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Luke 1:37  “For with God nothing shall be impossible.”  
 

“The sun was already setting when I finally left work that summer day. I was tired, and as I drove towards the southern end of Tucson, I was looking forward to arriving at the cheery mobile home that my wife and I called home during that two-year period of our lives. I could already imagine my wife coming to greet me at the door. I would eat the supper she would have saved for me and sit down to relax in front of the TV.  I smiled at the thought. Just a few more minutes . . .

But I was doomed for disappointment. When I arrived at our lot, the mobile home was completely dark. Curious! My wife, who was a student at the University of Arizona, had exams the next day. Why wasn't she at home studying? "She probably fell asleep," I reasoned. After all, she HAD been burning the candle at both ends lately! But my room-to-room search of the mobile home didn't reveal a sleepy student. In fact, it didn't reveal anything at all! The place was empty!

I wasn't left wondering long, however. Just a few minutes later, there was a knock at the door. My mouth dropped open in surprise as I opened it and saw my wife standing there! What was SHE doing KNOCKING? Why didn't she just use her key and come in?

But before I could ask those questions, she burst into tears, and my mouth dropped even farther. It was completely unlike my wife to cry-unless she was totally frustrated and VERY angry-usually at herself!

"What's wrong?" I asked, reaching out to comfort her.

"I-I lost my keys!" She stumbled.

Lost keys may seem like a rather small thing to some, but I could understand her tears. She had obviously lost precious study time that she didn't know how she could make up, and knowing her, she would be quite angry with herself for doing what she would term as "stupid"! To say nothing about the fact that we didn't live in the best part of Tucson, and the fear of what could happen if those keys fell into the wrong hands was very real.

"I needed a break," she continued, as if needing to explain herself. "I took the dog for a run on the desert. I had the keys in my hand when I left, but when I got back, they were gone!"

As the story unfolded, I began to get the strange feeling in the pit of my stomach that if we asked God to help us, we would find those keys. This was totally unlike anything I had ever experienced before. I didn't know God at the time, and besides, I'M the one who usually panics about such things! When I opened my mouth, I didn't recognize the words that came out: "Don't worry. We'll find them!"

She shook her head, totally defeated. "I've been out with the neighbor and his metal detector. We retraced my entire route while it was still light. They are gone!"

Her words made logical sense, and I couldn't understand the peace I felt inside, and I had no idea why I then said, "Let's pray!"

"But . . .," she started to argue.

". . . And then we'll go out and have a look," I finished.

She looked at me as if I were crazy. "It's dark out there," she reminded me. "Remember, I was running out on the open dessert! No roads, no street lights! Only sand! There's no way we can find those keys in the dark. We couldn't even find them in the daytime with a metal detector!"

I couldn't have agreed more, yet something was pulling me to my knees anyway, and when my wife joined me, I stated simply: "God, help us find those keys!" Then I took her by the hand, grabbed a tiny flashlight and headed out onto the desert. My heart was strangely at peace. It was like I knew without any doubts that God would lead us to my wife's keys.

We had walked for about thirty minutes when my wife dropped behind. I was too intent on my search to pay attention to what she was doing, however, and a few moments later, I noticed a glitter in the sand. I bent over to have a closer look, but it was just my light shining off of a sand crystal. I was about to go on, when a voice said, "Put your hand into the sand!" I obeyed, and as I dug down about an inch, I felt something metallic: The missing keys! Completely buried by the sand!

Amazing isn't it? But it wasn't until later that I heard the truly amazing part of the story.

When my wife dropped behind me, she did so out of utter discouragement (can you blame her?). She later told me that just as she was mumbling to herself about how crazy and impossible this was, she heard a voice speaking into her heart: "You don't believe I can find the keys for you, do you?" Can anyone blame her that she shook her head and mumbled, "It's impossible!" But then she heard the voice in her heart again: "Ask and ye shall receive!" This time she stopped dead in her tracks and stared up at length into the starry night sky. Could it really be true? Then she nodded her head in determination. She had to try. "Yes, I believe you can find my keys!" She answered. At the exact moment that she looked back up from her short prayer, she saw me bend down and pull the keys out of the sand.

This may seem impossible to you. Even illogical. But God knew where those keys were, and that made all the difference in the world. As a result of this incident, we were both launched onto the road to discovering the amazing love of our God. We learned from personal, first-hand experience that everything is possible with God.”  Rob Chaffart [image: image3.png]



***

God’s Open Doors in all their forms are designed to bring us close to God…into HIS service. God’s open doors are doors of service. Christian know this: God’s desire is for all to serve Him…Absolute Surrender.

Romans 12:1  “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”  

Romans 12:2  “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
Every door opened by God is a door of service and the wise Christian sees and accepts this fact. When God opens a door it is a door that will glorify Him. All too often Christians think open doors are doors to bring them glory. This is wrong thinking and stops many doors of service from being opened. Christians we exist for God’s pleasure not ours.

Revelation 4:11  “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
 We would do well to remember: this life we live by the Blood of Jesus Christ:


Galatians 2:20  “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  

 Open doors that no man can shut glorify God. Do not be afraid to venture where God leads…where God leads he provides…Trust God to provide.

 With the Open Door often difficulties will come but persevere… where God leads…God will provide.



1 Corinthians 16:9   “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.” 


Matthew 6:33  “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

Hebrews 13:5   “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  
Many Christians are called to service…yet they put their families…job before God. God will provide: if God is calling you to an open door of service go with your heart trusting Him. With God little is much and much is little.

Exodus 16:15 - 18  “And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.  16This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer for every man, according to the number of your persons; take ye every man for them which are in his tents.  17And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some more, some less.  18And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating.”  

Christian now is the time to rise and fight the evil one; he is striking out at each of us…at our country…at the moral fiber of America. It is time for Christians to come to the Open Door of Revival: To stand up and be counted for Jesus. Victory is ours: It was secured by Calvary…We have but to claim it.

Hebrews 2:14  “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;”  

How do we claim it? Cry out to God as Isaiah did: Lord cleanse me for I am a man of unclean lips…and then cry: here am I Lord …send me!!!

God opens doors and He closes them and… No one can open His shut door. And millions of Americans and billions of the world citizens are one heartbeat away from death…from the shut door of salvation…leading to an inescapable open door of everlasting fire of torment. And many of the lost ones are friends and family members.
Your part in bringing them to the Open Door of Salvation is living in the Revival Spirit. That is living for Jesus…not yourself…living that surrendered life devoted to prayer and Bible study…This is a life of unspeakable joy!!!

Think about it…you can have all of God you want. It is a call to all Christians to come to the Open door of Revival. 

How much of God do you want?

Revelation 3:7 - 8  “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;  8I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.”  
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