The Beguiling of satan
The beguiling of satan follows a constant pattern:

1. Doubt; first he questions God’s Word subtly trying to cast doubts on God’s Word: hHis purpose is to cause us to Doubt God’s Word.

2. Deny; second he contradicts God’s Word, he denies God’s Word: his purpose is to persuade us to Deny God’s Word.

3. Devise; third he suggests a method of surpassing God’s Word that will bring peace…joy: his purpose is to cajole us to accept the Devising as a method of surpassing God’s Word.
4. Disobey; fourth he encourages us to accept disobedience as acceptable: his purpose is to bring us to disobedience robbing God of His glory.

5. Death; fifth he has succeeded in destroying us if we continue in a path of sin: he has killed us and that is what he has always had in mind for he is evil personified. 

Doubt

Why would a believer question God’s Word? We know God’s Word is true:

John 17:17   “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
  The Word is food for us:   

Jeremiah 15:16   “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.”

And it is alive:

Hebrews 4:12   “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  

Why do we question God’s Word? Because it is satan’s first step of beguilement. Consider Eve in the Garden of Eden. She had everything she needed supplied to her from God. She had everything provided for her. The Garden of Eden gave her food and drink and she had Adam for her husband.

Genesis 1:27 - 31   “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  28And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 29And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  30And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. 31And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”

All the animals of Eden were in dominion to them; their life is one of tranquility, contentment, peace, and …God walks in the cool of the morning with them: What could be better? God enjoys their fellowship. This is why God made us…to fellowship with us and for man…us to freely worship Him above all.

In order for us to worship God freely we had to be made in His image…like Him. This wonderfulness He gave to Adam and Eve, to us makes us like little gods, we will exist somewhere for ever: 

Genesis 2:7   “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” 
   This was required in order for us to offer worship to God freely that He might be glorified. For this purpose man was made to glorify God.

Revelation 4:11   “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”

Now because we are an entity unto ourselves we can choose God through the Blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ or we can choose to deny His Lordship over us and live for ourselves. This gift from God differentiates us from the animals. We choose; we have choice. The choice is where we glorify God or rob God of His glory. The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil existed for God’s glory.

Genesis 2:17   “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

 Man was told; “No! Do not eat.” When Adam didn’t eat God was glorified. When Adam ate God was robbed of His glory and Adam died. Now satan is God’s enemy but God allows him to exist for His glory. God in His infinite wisdom created satan in majestic splendor and wisdom:

Ezekiel 28:11 - 15  “Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,  12Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.  13Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.  14Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.  15Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”

  God is sovereign and He made satan to be mighty. He did not make him to be evil; to rebel from God. Notwithstanding, at the same time God made satan He knew he would rebel. How can this be?

Because God IS: God IS the I AM THAT I AM:

Exodus 3:14   “And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.”

  If God made satan…made us to respond according to His set commands we would not be real and man would not be created in God’s image. God is so powerful that He can and did make creatures who could choose Him out of love for Him or deny Him out of selfish pride. Because of his selfish pride satan was cast to the earth. 

Revelation 12:1 - 5   “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:  2And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.  3And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  4And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.  5And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.”

he is the prince of the power of the air:

Ephesians 2:2  “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:”  

 the ruler of the world: 

John 12:31   “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.”

  he hates God and he hates us; he wants to kill us. 

John 10:10   “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

For this cause he sought to beguile Eve and ever since then he has been beguiling the world: his purpose? To send us to hell and hurt God at out expense.

Now Adam and Eve were without sin and God fellowshipped with them. The evil one, satan, choose to attack Eve…to beguile her; he comes disguised as the serpent:

Genesis 3:1  “Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”

  Note when satan came to try to beguile Jesus he did not disguise himself (Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13) because Jesus, God in the flesh, filled with the Holy Spirit would know the evil one no matter what disguise he assumed. But to Eve he came disguised as the serpent; beautiful, cunning, melodious. So beautiful, seemingly soothing …tranquil, yet all subterfuge for he was coming to deceive to destroy…to kill!
he softly and tenderly began his beguilement by getting Eve to Doubt God’s Word. To question God’s Word. What happens when a Christian begins to question God’s Word? God’s presence, God’s power in us is diminished.

Question God’s Word? Even considering God’s Word is not true is disobedience: 

Romans 3:4   “God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.”    

 And disobedience robs us of God’s power. Questioning God’s Word is the beginning of defeat. If we deny the beguiling of satan to question God’s Word as Jesus did satan cannot go any further: he must retreat when God’s Word, the Sword of the Lord is presented and held as Truth; satan must flee from the Truth.
To question God’s Word is the beginning of Death! Eve questioned God’s Word and she died. If we question God’s Word we are heading towards death. 

The wicked one targets his deceptive beguilement of questioning God’s Word to our own inner wicked desires: 

James 1:13 - 15   “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”  

In Eve’s case satan knew how to attack her, for he attacked her according to his evil desires; the basic desire of self. In Eve this desire heretofore had not manifested itself…nevertheless, satan knew it was there as he knows it is in us and satan targets his attacks to our desire of self through three areas:

1 John 2:16 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  

  Everyone is attacked in one or more of these three areas to satisfy the desire of self. Jesus was attacked in all three area and each time He defeated satan with the Word of God: satan attacked Eve in all three areas: 

Genesis 3:6 6And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  

 And she succumbed in all three areas: 

Lust of the flesh, the tree was good for food. Lust of the flesh is our bodily appetites in its many forms: food, drink, drugs, sex, anything from which the body receives pleasure. As the lust of the flesh is tempted to satisfy self and if the Word of God is questioned, more sin will follow. Lust of the flesh is sensual; it is of the body, it is self crying out for satisfaction through the cravings of the body through many different sinful forms. 

Lust of the eyes, it was pleasant to the eyes. Lust of the eyes seeks gratification of self through beauty in its many forms. Lust of the eyes is our desiring material possessions to bring pleasure to self. Not only are material possessions to be considered here but also people; that is, the lust of eyes seek to own others as trophies to derive self pleasure, self-satisfaction.  If God’s Word is questioned in this attack; more sin will follow. 
Pride of life, a tree desired to make one wise. The pride of life is satisfying self by allowing self to be exalted through feeding self-worth. From the inner thoughts of, “I am better than others. I am worthy.” The wicked one attacks many Christians here but in a method which is very beguiling.
 The deception works first to bring the Christian to Doubt God’s Word in the area of worthiness. None of us are worthy yet when we are washed in the Blood of the Lamb we are worthy because of His Worthiness; not ours. The wicked one’s beguilement comes as he brings despair to us and we assent and consent to it. That is, we accept the lie that we are not worthy through the Blood and then from this satan continues his beguilement to deceive us to Deny God’s Word that we are worthy. From here he will bring us to Devise a method of making ourselves worthy other than what God’s Word says and then comes Disobedience. Sometimes this disobedience may even take the form of suicide; Death. Such is the beguilement of satan and this is centered on the sinful desire of pride of life. 
The wicked one’s attacks will be on one or more of these areas: lust of the flesh; lust of the eyes; or pride of life. All three are perceived in self to bring self-gratification when fed. This is the lie of evilness; it is the lie that is fueled by satan through his temptations. In actuality self is not gratified when these desires are fed. Rather self is demoralized and suffers as sin is committed and from here satan’s beguilement escalates as it attempts to bring more and more depths of degradation in our lives. The wicked one’s attacks are a perpetual downward spiral of destruction unless the Word of God is brought into preeminence; plunging the Sword of the Lord into satan.  
The deceptiveness of satan is obvious to us as we consider Eve’s plight. We see the beguilement and we may think; why did she question God’s Word? With respect to this thought; why do we question God’s Word? Because of satan’s beguilement. Someone may say; you can’t say satan made me do it and this is indeed true satan cannot make a Christian do anything; he can only beguile them; however he is a master of subterfuge. The wicked one’s attacks of beguilements are tailor-made for each Christian to bring them to sin. But know this; satan cannot persuade a Christian to sin without assent and consent. Further the beguiling always starts with Doubt, questioning God’s Word. 

Consider your thought process. If you have accepted sin in your life and are living in sin as a Christian then you are a defeated Christian and you are miserable. You are on a path to physical death: 

1 John 5:16   “If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.”

 In your thoughts you have questioned God’s Word; Doubt: You have contradicted God’s Word; Deny: You have sought to surpass God’s Word; Devise: You have disobeyed God’s Word; Disobey: And you are on your way to Death. The fact that you are living in sin is inextricable transcended to the fact you are living in defeat and sorrow. The wicked one’s beguilement has done its toil on you and it has robbed God of glory. In your sin you are a perpetual sinning machine which needs no beguiling of satan. You assented and consented to sin and are reaping the evil fruit of the evil whirlwind of sin. Such is a Christian who has allowed satan’s beguiling to bring them to drugs. Consider this illustration of a man named Tom:

Tom had been raised by good loving Christian parents. As a family they faithfully attended church, in fact their activities were centered on the church for most of their family were members of the same church. Jesus was paramount in their lives. Yet Tom was not saved while living at home. He had pretended to be saved and was even baptized, but he was not saved. 

As a teenager he became a frequent user of Marijuana. All through high school, college and after college he continued with this evil sin that was a prelude of more sin to come. During college he stopped attending church except for special occasions with his parents and then just to appease them. 
Shortly after college he married Sarah and she became pregnant. Complications came during the pregnancy and the doctors told them Sarah would probably loose their son. Tom and Sarah were devastated and they turned to God. God dwelt with them tenderly and lovingly and sent His Word to them and they were saved. God drew them through their tragedy and saved them and He saved their son. They praised God for His miracle of saving their son and became faithful in church.      
 Tom had no desire for marijuana for years; however lately he had allowed himself to go to inappropriate sites on the internet. No one knew except Tom and he had reasoned in his mind that no one was being hurt, no one knew. So what if he viewed internet pornography. However, each time he did he felt dirty. He tried to push the dirtiness away, but it wouldn’t go. 

Sin begets sin and sin brings trouble and uncertain situations to our lives and such was the case with Tom. They began to have financial difficulties. Now consider here that satan’s goal is to get Tom and his family to turn from God; he has already beguiled Tom to assent and consent to become addicted to internet pornography. Now he wants to destroy the family.
Tom’s power with God is weakened through disobedience and satan begins to attack like the roaring lion he is. The prey is weakened ready for the kill and the animal satan has no mercy. The wicked one begins to come at Tom with depression. Tom begins to feel bad. He can’t seem to find anything to be excited about. Obviously, Tom had questioned, doubted God’s Word, denied, devise a way to surpass God’s Word, and Disobeyed God’s Word for he was indulging in internet pornography. Tom had succumbed to satan’s beguiling in the past and now satan is moving in for the kill. 
The wicked one, satan comes to Tom in his thoughts; beguiling him to accept the thoughts as his own: satan says:

“Aren’t you tired of feeling bad? You need to do something to make you feel better. Why don’t you get on the internet and visit those pornographic sites, they always make you feel good.” Tom not aware that satan is beguiling him thinks, “Yeah, I deserve to feel good. But I know I shouldn’t.” Then satan says, “It won’t hurt anything. There is nothing wrong with you allowing wicked thoughts just as long as you don’t do anything.”

This is where satan further attempts to beguile Tom to question God’s Word. Numerous scriptures may be presented here but ponder:

Philippians 4:8   “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”

  Philippians 4:8 is about how to have God’s power…the Fruit of the Spirit. Wrong thinking will rob Tom of God’s power. The wicked one’s beguiling is to get Tom to doubt Philippians 4:8. Now Tom assents and consents to the beguiling, he: Doubts God’s Word; Denies God Word; Devise a way to surpass God’s Word; and then Disobeys God’s Word.   

The beguiling comes like this: “God doesn’t say you can’t go to the internet; it says not to commit adultery. There is nothing wrong with looking. God doesn’t expect you to be perfect, everyone does a little wrong. Besides you feel bad, you need a pick me up: turn on the computer; have some fun.” Then Tom turns on the computer; he sins.

Now from here satan will step up the depression when Tom is not on the internet and then the more Tom goes to the internet the less power of God he has. Sin robs a Christian of God’s power. In just a short time satan will beguile Tom back to marijuana due to his weakened state.  Step by step satan’s plan is at work. Next he increases the marijuana usage, which leads to martial discord and divorce and of course the family is out of church. They are out of fellowship with God because Tom assented and consented to satan’s beguiling.  
When God’s Word is questioned; more sin is around the corner. After Doubt comes:
Deny



Genesis 3:4 4And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  
Remember satan is a liar: he lies-lies-lies always beguiling with his lies. This is the only real power he has over us; his beguiling. And he can’t do this unless we assent and consent. This beguiling comes to deceive us to Doubt and then Deny God’s Word.  When satan quoted God’s Word to Jesus he misapplied it; he applied a meaning to the Word that was not there: The evil one presented Luke 4:11 quoting Psalms 91:11,12

Luke 4:11   “And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.”

Psalms 91:11,12 “For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 
 12    They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.” 
   These scriptures do not direct us to tempt God and Jesus combated the false assertions of satan by quoting in Luke 4:12 verse 16 from Deuteronomy 6:

Luke 4:12  “And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”

Deuteronomy 6:16 16Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah. 
 God is not for us to mock. He is not a power we use when we desire. He is God. HE IS THE I AM THAT I AM, and we are to fear Him not make light of Him as satan would have us do.  The wicked one would have us bring God to our level… to claim He exists for us instead of we exist for His glory. When God’s Word is denied where is the power? There is no power without God’s Word that is why satan works hard to beguile us to doubt and deny God’s Word.  

God’s Word is alive with power: 

Hebrews 4:12   “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”  

 When we Deny God’s Word we Deny Jesus Christ for He is the Word. 

John 1:1   “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  

John 1:14   “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
God’s Word washes us, keeps us clean: 

Ephesians 5:26   “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,”

  Without continual washing by the Word we fall. When we Deny God’s Word we have no truth only lies. The lies are satan’s and these lies bring us to destruction. The Word is our light…light to give us direction, escape from the beguilement of satan:

John 1:1 - 5   “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2The same was in the beginning with God.  3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.  4In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”  

 Think about it. If we cut ourselves off from the Truth what do we have? Lies! Lies! Lies! These lies of beguilement bring us to sin and sin brings us to death. When we allow ourselves to be here we are in harms way for our desires of the flesh are crying out; feed me, feed me!

Where is our protection? It left with the Doubt and Denial of God’s Word. Then we begin to weep and wail and wonder how satan can power over us when we our God’s children. 

Romans 8:16   “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:”

 How can God’s children be beguiled by satan? Because they allow themselves to Doubt and Deny God’s Word. Remember Christians have to give satan assent and consent to continue with the beguilement. The beguilement cannot take place unless Christians allow it. 

How is that?

Simply because all a Christian has to do to stop the beguilement is to quote the Word of God. That’s what Jesus did in the wilderness to satan and that’s to show us that’s all we have to do! Simply ask Jesus …the Word of God to thwart the beguiling of satan. Simply plead the Blood of Jesus Christ. Come to God through the Blood of Jesus Christ and we have power. Power that sends satan scurrying. The wicked one cannot be where the Word of God is for he is evil and God’s Word is HOLY! HOLY! HOLY!

This is why his conceptual attacks are to beguile us to Doubt God’s Word and then to Deny God’s Word. Because when a Christian is here…he is powerless!  Consider this: the beguilement of satan is to trick us to not realize we are doubting and denying God’s Word. The beguilement is as such that we are led to think that our circumstances are different; that what is happening in our life is outside normal boundaries intended to be covered by God’s Word. This is a lie! It is crucial for God’s children to realize the beguilement is designed to : confuse, bewilder, trick, mesmerize, deceive, fool, con Christians to believe a lie! 

John 8:44   “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  

 The wicked one is good at what he does and if a Christian tries to combat him by reasoning; trying to intelligently rationalize the thoughts that he brings; the Christian will succumb to the beguiling. Our only defense is the Word of God…Jesus Christ Himself. He is our power. The instant we think we can bring order to the thoughts we have… when we think the thoughts are our own and as such try to put our thoughts in order… this is the moment satan begins to have victory over us: For by accepting his thoughts as our own and attempting to bring order to them we have denied God’s Word; we have denied the power of Jesus and are fighting the battle in our own power and we are doomed. 
Know this!!! We are victorious over all of satan’s attacks if: 

James 4:7   “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  

This does not mean resist and submit. We can’t resist satan; God has to do it for us. But over and over again Christians try to resist satan in their power and then go to God. By this time satan already has a foothold and the battle ensues. Had the Christian at onslaught pleaded the Blood of Jesus…submitted to God, the battle never would have started.

A Christian is to pray without ceasing, to stay with God continually. Their eyes are to be focused on God continually. When the eyes are focused on God we have victory. When our eyes are focused off God we have defeat.

Matthew 14:22 - 31   “And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.  23And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.  24But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.  25And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.  26And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.  27But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.  28And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  29And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  30But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.  31And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”

  Peter focused on Jesus and walked on water…when he took his eyes off of Jesus he sank!!!

Christian, do you understand? You have no power…God has all power.

If you don’t submit to God you fall. In order to submit to God you must have clean hands and a pure heart. 

Psalms 24:3 – 5 “ Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? 4    He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 5    He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”  

This is the constant state Christians need to be in; rightly related to God, having continual fellowship with him. When we are rightly related to God we have power.  

Philippians 4:13   “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

  A Christian out of fellowship will Doubt and Deny God’s Word and will fall into sin and sin is death.
After  Doubt…then…Deny…and then
 Devise…a way of surpassing God’s Word to bring pleasure.

Genesis 3:5   “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” 
Here is where the hook of satan is set and set hard. Woe is me. I feel bad and I need the world’s pleasure to make me feel better. Sound familiar? Yes, in all of us there is some worldly retreat we want to fall back on, and often these pleasures are normal; eating, hobbies, sleeping…yet when satan beguiles us to do any of these normal pleasures inordinately; they become sin. Even our relationships with our families can become inordinate when we put them before God. Herein lies the power of satan in Christians when he takes something good and twists it into something used inordinately.
satan’s goal is to beguile Christians to keep their focus off of God; it does not matter what the focus is on; just so it is not God. If we allow our families to become the ‘golden calf’ we have sinned. If we allow anything to take us from God it is sin. God wants to fellowship with us continually and we should desire that in our lives continually. So consider; in your life, when you don’t feel good: Where is God? If you put God foremost in your thoughts you feel good. Trouble is, when we feel bad satan whispers in our ear, “Prayer, reading your Bible, or praising God is good, but it won’t help you feel good right now. What you need right now is _______________________!!!” You fill in the blank, but whatever it is, it just became sin because you put it before God. 

Each of us must say we have been guilty of this; finding something to supposedly surpass God in restoring peace, and all the while knowing God is our peace: satan’s beguilement is to get us to Doubt God’s Word can bring us peace, to Deny God’s Word can bring us peace; and to Devise a way of surpassing God’s Word to bring us peace. When we go here: away from God, we are opening the door of doom.
Nothing can surpass the Word of God to bring peace. God is the Word and God is the only peace there is…all else is sinking sand.

Luke 6:47 - 49   “Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is like:  48He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.  49But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.

 Think about it: Do you really think anything from the world can give you more pleasure than God? Of course not; yet continually satan beguiles you to do think that it can. Each of us has some ritual that appears to bring peace and periodically this ritual is implemented for peace instead of us drawing nigh to God for His perfect peace. 

Philippians 4:6 - 7  “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  7And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

  Don’t fall for his subterfuge, claim the victory of:

Hebrews 2:14   “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;”  

We are victorious through the Blood; satan is destroyed. All we have to do is claim the victory…just claim it. Yet we allow satan to bring us to: Doubt, Deny, and Devise a way to surpass God’s Word to achieve peace! Know this: satan is good at what he does, he is a master of subterfuge; the second you acknowledge defeat, negativity of any kind in your thoughts; you are being beguiled by satan. The Holy Spirit does not bring defeat…negativity; even God’s chastisement is positive, it brings correctional peace. God’s chastisement makes you aware of insurrections in you life and brings you to repentance and peace is restored. God is Positive…God is Good…there is no defeat in God!!!
It’s simple:

God is: Love…Joy…Peace! Without God there is defeat…negativity. Which do you want?

It’s your choice; that’s right, it is your choice. You don’t have to be in defeat; claim the victory!         

1 John 5:4 - 5   “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

satan can’t make you sin …you assent and consent…It’s all about choices.

And then you Disobey God:: 

Genesis 3:6  “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” 
First satan brings you to Doubt  God’s Word; as you assent and consent to doubt then he beguiles you to Deny God’s Word then to Devise a way to surpass God’s Word, and then you Disobey God’s Word. 
Heretofore you had sinned, yet the sin was in the mind, you had not completely decided to disobey God. You had been contemplating the ‘benefit’ of sin, the ‘pleasure’ of sin; weighing the consequences of sin, the penalty of sin against the supposed ‘euphoria’ of sin. And then you decided to sin!!!
What does sin bring? Death

James 1:13 - 15   “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:  14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”
 Sin brings Death…do not be mistaken…sin brings death! satan fuels your desire through temptation…beguiling you to sin; to think the ‘benefit’ of sin is good: he affirms that satisfaction is immediate and to not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will take care of itself.
Here satan does what he does so well: he misapplies God’s Word!!! 

Matthew 6:33 - 34   “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  34Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”
 The wicked one twists God’s Word to fit his evil desires he is always: 

John 10:10   “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  

 The wicked one…satan hates God and he wants you to sin against a Holy God: he wants to enslave you in sin; for sin is bondage…bondage to death. As you commit the sin your fellowship with God has been diminished. You have lost power: satan does not bring: love, joy, peace; he brings agony, despair.
Christians know sin brings misery. Christians love God.

 Sin is not supposed to be part of a Christian.

1 John 3:9   “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”
  
Yet time and time again Christians fall prey to satan’s subterfuge: Why?

It’s simple:

Because they say: Me…Me…Me instead of God! God! God!

It’s not about us it’s about God!

If Christians will Praise God day in and day out they will have power! If Christians will read their Bibles daily they will have power! If Christians will pray from their heart daily they will have power! 
What is your heart’s desire: 

Psalms 37:4   “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 

When you want God above all: When you want God more than life: When you live for God’s glory as we were created for: 
Revelation 4:11   “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
 Then you begin to have God’s desires in your heart and when you have God’s desires in your heart you have: Love…Joy…Peace!

Is it really just that simple? Yes, love God like His Word says:  

Matthew 22:37 - 40   “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  38This is the first and great commandment.  39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

And see what happens. You will be filled with God’s power to overflowing…overflowing with living waters bringing others to a saving knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

How could Paul and Silas; beaten, stripped, thrown in stocks in the inner prison sing praises to God? Think about it: have you ever been beaten with rods, ever had clothes torn from you and thrown in prison with your feet fast in stocks and not know what would happen to you next: And then in all of this misery started singing? Praise God; Paul and Silas did.
How?

Because Paul learned to be content: 

Philippians 4:11   “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”  

 He learned that when he was weak he was strong: 

2 Corinthians 12:10   “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 

 Does this mean that when our heart is breaking from some terrible tragedy that we too can Praise God? 

James 1:2   “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;”  

 That’s exactly what it means. We need to trust that GOD IS THE I AM THAT I AM: Yahweh; Jehovah. That HE IS Sovereign and nothing happens without His approval, and that everything that happens; God makes good out of it. 

Romans 8:28 2  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

 If we but learn to trust Him no matter what: 

Job 13:15   “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.”  

 No matter what…Job didn’t understand what was going on with him; satan was attacking destroying all he had, killing his children, and smiting him with boils over his body. He didn’t know why; he cried, I will declare my own ways; nevertheless he trusted God. And in the end God restored more to Job and Job came closer to God. 
Job 42:1 - 6   “Then Job answered the LORD, and said,  2I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.  3Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.  4Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.  5I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.  6Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 Know this: Everything in our life is designed to bring us close to God: 

Philippians 2:13 13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

 We are to simply trust God: 

Proverbs 3:5 - 7   “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.”

  Now think about it! 

John 10:10   “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  

 When you first begin to feel down…unhappy…out of sorts: Know the wicked one is attacking. Immediately put into practice:

James 4:7   “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  

 Go to God and hang on to Him. Cry out to Him to rebuke satan and to fill you with His power. Put on the whole armor of God and stand therefore stand…Stand on the ROCK! 
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