That I Might Know Him:
Philippians 3:7-14
Do You Know Him?
What do you want out of life? If you are young no doubt you have made many plans. Perhaps you would like to enter college and earn a degree: A very sound plan. Then after you graduate you of course would like to secure a good paying job, again a wise decision.  Somewhere during this time you may have met the right person, that special someone who you want to marry. Most young people look forward to finding the right person and it is a wonderful thing to find that right person made just for you.

Then what? Now that you have finished college, got a good job, and married that special person, now what? Children: now it’s time for children and as you watch them grow you progress in your job and time moves on. Before you know it your children are off to college and then they get married and have kids. Time is flying by isn’t it?

Then what? Well now it’s getting time to retire, to relax, enjoy the finer things of life. Your children and grandchildren come to visit quite regularly, retirement is good. Time is moving on; what’s next? And it is appointed unto man once to die…THEN WHAT?
That wonderful life you had, those precious moments spent with your family watching them grow is truly special but if you die without Jesus you will never see them again. The only way to see your family in eternity is if you and they come through the shed Blood of Jesus…There is no other way. Being a good person is nice, but hell will be full with nice people. We don’t deserve heaven, we deserve hell, but Jesus loved us so much that He died that we might have life eternal…if we are washed by His Blood. 

This life we live will be over before you know it. Life is fleeting, it is quick, and it is during your lifetime that salvation may be obtained. If you wait until you die, you waited too long. Salvation is a free gift for the living to keep on living, and remember the life is quick…don’t wait too long.



James 4:14   “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  

The life we live is our only opportunity to come to our Savior. After this is the judgment: 

Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” 

Everyone will be judged, the lost and the saved. The lost will be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment:


Revelation 20:11  “ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”

If you die in your sins, if you die without repenting, this is where you will be judged. You do not want to be here! This is judgment of position in the Lake of Everlasting Fire. Every sin you ever committed will be shown to you and all of heaven. This is the measure of your pain and agony in the fire. The more sin you committed the more fire you will be punished with. The more despicable your sin the more intense your fire…your punishment will be. You do not want to be at the Great White Throne Judgment. This is a judgment to determine how much you will suffer and sin…your sin paints the picture. Here you will see how many times you rejected the Gospel. How many times you said no Jesus, I don’t want you…no Holy Spirit… I refuse to surrender to God; I refuse to accept the free gift of salvation. You refused because you knew that you would be changed, your life would no longer be yours, and because of this rejection of God’s Word by the Holy Spirit you will be judged, found guilty, and sentenced to the Lake of Fire for all eternity.   
But…if you are saved, Born Again, God’s Child through the Blood you will be judged at the Bema Judgment:

2 Corinthians 5:10   “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

Works when you are lost send you to hell for no one is worthy. But works when you are saved determine your position in heaven. Curious! As we will see in Philippians 3 works are as dung, works in the lost are corrupt for they only exist for the benefit of the doer. There is only self-satisfaction as a motive for the lost person’s works…they are as dung…worthless. Now as a lost person becomes Born Again they are changed transformed, they are God’s child and they do works that are produced by being washed in the Blood.

The Bema Judgment is to render rewards of joy, inexpressible joy in heaven: The more rewards the more joy in heaven…interesting? Sin, all sin, for the saved, was paid for at Calvary. Sin is not judged at the Bema Judgment only works. The Blood of Jesus paid the price once for all sin…If you are saved Jesus paid for all your sins and God will never see your sins in heaven and neither will you: 

Psalms 103:12       “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.” 

 What are good works? Works are what Christians do to further the Kingdom of God. Good works are what Christians do for the Glory of God. When you give food to the hungry you do it as if to God, this is good works. When you visit someone in the hospital you do it as if to God, this is good works. Works are how we show our love to God. Now, consider this, instead of helping those in need, suppose a Christian turned their back to someone sincerely in need; this is sin yet Christians are not judged for sin, but this sin will burn up good works that had been previously earned. Know this: a Christian cannot lose their salvation but they can lose their rewards.

1 Corinthians 3:11 - 15   “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.  14If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  15If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

 Christians who sin do not lose their salvation…they lose rewards: To wit; sin is a fire of misery and it annihilates good works.  
That I Might Know Him:


Philippians 3:7 - 14   “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  11If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.  12Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  13Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Realize Our Best is Dung:
Philippians 3:7,8 “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  8Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,” 
Truth is when we realize that our best is but dung as the Apostle Paul realized. Our best is contaminated because our best is not done for the Glory of God but for ourselves. Self-seeking works are dung, they are of no value. It does not matter how noble these works are, and or, how far reaching they are; they are but dung. 

Ephesians 2:8,9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

Why are lost man’s works self-seeking?

They can be nothing else for man’s heart is corrupt it is completely self-centered, and seeks its own fulfillment. This is quite difficult for a lost man to understand for lost man does not readily accept the fact he is self-centered. Perhaps this illustration can shed light to lost man’s denial:
Look to an onion and you discover many layers of skins, one hidden by another. The process of unraveling an onion can be lengthy. Now compare lost man to the onion and you find in lost man layer upon layer of self. Self desire…what lost man wants…what he wants to achieve in life; his desires though noble are his desires, motivated by his need to seek self-gratification. Self-actualization… lost man’s need to feel his own self-worth: this is where he strives to be creative, to paint his picture, to sculpt his sculptor, to run a successful business, to be popular; to feel he has accomplished something, that he is better than others. Self-self-self, lost man is continually seeking his self-satisfaction; he is the center of his universe. 

As we look inside ourselves who do we see? Lost man says he sees himself: Who else could he see? Saved man: When he looks inside he sees Jesus, for Jesus is who he lives for…to seek Glory for Jesus. This is not to say that a saved man will not sin for assuredly all sin and will until the day we die, however, Jesus is inside us and we are with Him: When we sin the Holy Spirit convicts and brings us to repentance, to change our ways. Jesus lives inside the believer and believers are very aware of this when they sin for the Holy Spirit gets our attention. 

Lost man’s heart is centered on self:  

Jeremiah 17:9   “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
And because of this wickedness there is no good works in lost man:

Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  

Do the lost really feel they can save themselves?
This most definitely is the prevailing attitude, lost man thinks he can work his way to heaven. This is what the world teaches: You can do anything if you put your mind to it! This is what is taught to us from the world, particularly in America. The sky is the limit! Go for it! You can do it! Positive Thinking can do anything! This is what America teaches. Instead it should be teaching: You can do nothing without Christ but with Him and through Him you can do all things…even move mountains. 

Illustration:

Many marvelous achievements have been made in this world particularly in the area of technology. Man has made many great strides in tunnel boring equipment: Consider the seemingly impossible feat of drilling a tunnel under the English Channel, truly a wondrous feat. 
Imagine that with one of these amazing boring machines that a mine shaft was drilled straight down for a mile and that you were down at the bottom. Somehow through some tragic catastrophe you are trapped below; all cables to elevator have snapped, and to make matters worse, all contact with the above ground is gone…you are trapped a mile down. Will you get out? Most people say: Someway, Somehow, I would get out. This is lost man’s thought: Somehow, Someway, I’ll get to heaven. 
Now imagine the same above scenario except instead of a mile down the shaft you are in a shaft a thousand miles deep: Will you get out? No one says they will: it is impossible. Getting to heaven by your works is more impossible than that. There is no way to heaven except through the shed Blood of Jesus. It’s not what you think or rationalize; it’s what God’s Word says:


John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

Realize We Must Know Him:
Philippians 3:9,10  “And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the Faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by Faith:  10That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;”   
Not my righteousness, but Faith in Jesus
Faith what a wonderful word: What is Faith? You can’t feel it…you can’t taste or smell it…you can’t see or hear it. How do you know it exists? 

Hebrews 11:1   “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  

  Faith is the vehicle by which God applies Grace to us. (God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense). Faith is how we know Truth…Everlasting Truth. The Word is Truth: 

John 17:17   “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”
The Word brings Faith to your heart and this is how salvation comes through Faith.

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.   

 Our part is to simply accept the Truth…Truth by Faith that Jesus died for our sins and that through His Blood we have redemption.   

Moses moved by Faith to obey commands to bring God’s children out of Egypt. He shunned the world for God, he sacrificed all for God’s Glory by Faith: 

Hebrews 11:24 - 26   “By Faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;  25Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;  26Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.”

Moses didn’t see Christ, yet he knew he was coming and he lived his life as though he had already come: in obedience to Him. There is a lot to be said about obedience; obedience brings God’s favor upon us. Without obedience we lose our Power from God. Obedience in the Christian is God’s presence personified.   

 Faith brings us to salvation and Faith will bring the Christian to closer fellowship with God giving us Power. As we work out our salvation with fear and trembling we are to ever strive to come closer and closer to God through our desires being set on Him: 

Psalms 37:4         “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 

When our desires are for God…when He is our delight, this is when we have our desires. It is incumbent for Christians to daily examine their lives and search their desires. If these desires are not God-centered something is bad wrong, for this ought not be. A Christian is to desire God’s Glory above all else, this is pleasing to God and will afford God’s pleasure poured on us…when we seek His Glory not ours.
 Christians would do well to remember this; for this is the day of prosperity preaching, preaching that says God wants to bless His children with an abundance of His abundant life. This preaching is most emphatically true it just is not complete. God does truly want to bless His children, but first His children must come to Him in Faith for His Glory…seeking nothing else but His Glory. 
Today’s Christians come to God readily, but they come seeking “Things” not God’s Glory. How can God bless Christians when their motivation is as the same motivation of a two-year old child who does indeed love his parents; yet, the child is continually seeking his own gratification? Is this not exactly what Christians are doing today: Coming to God in love but seeking their gratification? This ought not be! Christians are held in bondage, kept on milk instead of meat. Today’s Christians are by and by babies, unable to approach God to be fed the deeper Truths of the Word. They are babies because they think God is for their pleasure: 

Revelation 4:11   “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”

Power Through Suffering
 Paul wanted to know Jesus in a deeper, richer way; he wanted His Power of the resurrection. The more he sought His Power the more he realized this Power come through being Christ like and being Christ like would come from suffering. Curious: Suffering, why will a Christian have to endure suffering to be Christ like? Because He did! And if we want to be Christ like then we too must suffer! 

2 Timothy 3:12   “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  

 Is God’s Word true? Of course it is! Then we will suffer in this world for this world is not our home; we are sojourners traveling on our way home and the pathway will be sprinkled with suffering. Now suffering is the way to be conformed to His death and this is where we receive real Power…Power to stand when we cannot for we are weak. We have no power but Jesus has all Power; we are to come to Him in our suffering and be made strong, be made conformable to His death. This is when we leave milk and come to meat knowing that what we endure here for His Glory equates to rewards in heaven. All for His Glory! And yes the path is sprinkled with suffering…but good suffering…suffering for His Glory. Paul tells us that he learned to be content…in all things. This, of course, means even during suffering: How? God gives Grace…When we are weak we are strong. 
Illustration: Taken from: David Brainerd: Afame for God
by Eugene Myers Harrison
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 “David Brainerd was born at Haddam, Connecticut, April 20, 1718, and died on October 9, 1747, at the early age of 29. He is remembered not only as the great Apostle to the North American Indians, but also as a chief source of inspiration in the lives of thousands who have been challenged from ease and selfishness to lives of holiness and sacrifice, as they have prayed and wept over his Journal.

In a letter to his brother, January 2,1744, he wrote:

"We should always look upon ourselves as God's servants, placed in God's world to do His work; and accordingly labor Faithfully for Him. Let it then be your great concern, thus to devote yourself and your all to God."

His Diary contains innumerable passages of similar import to the following. "April 26,1742. Oh, that I could spend every moment of my life to God's glory!" "August 30, 1742. My soul longs with a vehement desire to live to God." "November 22, 1745. I have received my all from God. Oh that I could return my all to God." Not in self-dependence but in God-dependence, Brainerd found the source of unlimited power, the secret of a gallant spirit, the sacrament of inward peace.

Self-abasement was not to Brainerd an end in it self. "It is so sweet," he confides, "to be nothing and less than nothing" that Christ may be "my all in all."
Oh, the bitter shame and sorrow
  That a time could ever be
When I let the Saviour's pity
Plead in vain, and proudly answered:
  "All of self, and none of Thee."

Yet He found me: I beheld Him
  Bleeding on the accursed tree;
Heard Him pray, "Forgive them, Father,"
And my wistful heart said faintly:
  "Some of self and some of Thee."

Day by day, His tender mercy,
  Healing, helping, full and free,
Sweet and strong, and oh, so patient,
Brought me lower, while I whispered:
  "Less of self and more of Thee."

Higher than the highest heaven,
  Deeper than the deepest sea,
Lord, Thy love at last has conquered:
Grant me now my soul's desire,
  "None of self and all of Thee."
David Brainerd served the Lord in pain and agony for he was dying of tuberculosis of which he succumbed before he reached the age of thirty. In his travels he would often have terrible coughing spells which caused him to fall from his horse. His horse learned to wait patiently on him. After waking up from his fall he would cry out to God in tears: God forgive me for letting you down!
Men and women God use in a mighty way endure suffering so that they will remain humble. Suffering is a mighty tool of God to rid us self and bring us to being made conformable unto His death. God told Paul this about suffering:


2 Corinthians 12:7 - 9 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.  8For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  9And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  

  “…for when I am weak them am I strong.”  It worked for Paul and it will work for us, our part is to accept suffering as part of God’s school and realize this is how God grows us to more like Him; for when we suffer we go to God so desperately and while there we find power. We learn, as Paul had learned, to be content in all things. POWER THROUGH SUFFERING!
    Realize It’s a Process:

Philippians 3:11,12   “If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.”  

Salvation at Any Cost


Paul had wanted salvation above all and would have done anything to obtain it; yet he found that salvation could not be earned it was free for the asking, through the Blood of Jesus. 
It is free for us but it cost God His Son and it cost His Son His life…His Blood…Jesus, God in the flesh paid for our sins with His shed Blood. Paul laid aside the law…his works and claimed Grace…the Grace by the Blood and as he did this he learned as we learn that salvation is a work in process…a process that will endure until we are in heaven. Salvation is ours when we surrender our lives to Jesus but it is not complete until we receive our glorified bodies in heaven. 
This process: Sanctification, the climbing of the spiritual stairs, the climbing of Jacob’s Ladder, is how we grow in understanding and in God’s Power…this is the abundant life. Jacob’s Ladder from Genesis 28:12 is Jesus Christ…all God’s children will ascend to heaven on this Ladder and none other:


John 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
The Ladder…Jesus is the only way to heaven. Many have tried by works and will go to hell crying but I did good deeds in your name:

Matthew 7:22,23    “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  

Many who are alive are still scheming, plotting in their evil self to enter heaven…without surrendering to the shed Blood of Jesus…They do not fool God: 

John 2:23 - 25   “Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did.  24But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,  25And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.”

Do not be deceived God knows your heart and it is but His sovereign will that delays the eternal lost their sentence to hell: Consider this excerpt from Jonathan Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”
  “The observation from the words that I would now insist upon is this. -- "There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God." -- By the mere pleasure of God, I mean his sovereign pleasure, his arbitrary will, restrained by no obligation, hindered by no manner of difficulty, any more than if nothing else but God's mere will had in the least degree, or in any respect whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked men one moment. -- The truth of this observation may appear by the following considerations.

1. There is no want of power in God to cast wicked men into hell at any moment. Men's hands cannot be strong when God rises up. The strongest have no power to resist him, nor can any deliver out of his hands. – 
He is not only able to cast wicked men into hell, but he can most easily do it. Sometimes an earthly prince meets with a great deal of difficulty to subdue a rebel, who has found means to fortify himself, and has made himself strong by the numbers of his followers. But it is not so with God. There is no fortress that is any defence from the power of God. Though hand join in hand, and vast multitudes of God's enemies combine and associate themselves, they are easily broken in pieces. They are as great heaps of light chaff before the whirlwind; or large quantities of dry stubble before devouring flames. We find it easy to tread on and crush a worm that we see crawling on the earth; so it is easy for us to cut or singe a slender thread that any thing hangs by: thus easy is it for God, when he pleases, to cast his enemies down to hell. What are we, that we should think to stand before him, at whose rebuke the earth trembles, and before whom the rocks are thrown down?...”

Climbing the Ladder
Climbing the Ladder is our work in process and we are to persevere in this work fervently. This process is the job set before us for we are to work out our salvation in fear and trembling:

Philippians 2:12   “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”

Where is your heart? Is it fully resting in the promises of God or is it half in God’s Kingdom and half in the world? Be sure your sins will find you out.  

Illustration: 
“There once sailed from the city of New Orleans a large and noble steamer, laden with cotton and having a great number of passengers on board. While they were taking in the cargo, a portion of it became slightly moistened by a shower of rain that was falling. This circumstance however was not noticed; the cotton was stowed away in the hold and the hatches fastened down. All went well at first, but one day an alarm of fire was made, and in a few moments the whole ship was enveloped in flames. The damp and closely packed bales of cotton had become heated, and it smoldered and got into a more dangerous state every day, until it burst forth into a large sheet of flame, and nothing could be done to "quench" it. Now, that heated cotton, smoldering in the hull of the vessel, is like sin in the heart. Do not let us think lightly of sin, speaking of little sins and big sins, white lies and black lies. Sin is sin in God's sight, and God hates sin.”
Climbing Jacob’s Ladder…(JESUS)  is done one rung at a time: Regeneration, Born Again; Justification, Just as if I never sinned; Sanctification, The process to salvation complete; and then Glorification, Where we receive our glorified bodies in heaven and our salvation is complete. 
If you have not climbed the Ladder, if you are not saved and wish to become saved you must realize:
1. That you are a sinner:  Romans 3:23   “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” 

2. That you are doomed to hell: Romans 6:23   “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

3.  That if you ask, Jesus will save you: Romans 10:13   “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

If you are ready to repent of denying Jesus’ Lordship over your life and want to surrender self to Him pray this prayer from your heart:
Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. I have lived for my self and now I want to live for you. Jesus I am asking you to save me, come inside my heart and wash me with your Blood, and make me your child forever. Jesus I love you and all this I ask by the Faith which you have given me: Thank you Jesus for saving me. 

Realize There is a Prize:



Philippians 3:13,14  “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  
 14I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Forget the Past
If it is in the past why bring it up? Did you take it to God and ask Him to forgive you? Did He? Of course He did; if you sincerely ask God to forgive you of any sin He will for give you. Once you ask God for forgiveness it is automatic; there is no penance, no works you have to do to receive forgiveness, all we do is accept it. 

Did you know to not accept God’s forgiveness is sin: To wallow in self-guilt, not forgive yourself is SIN and remember God hates sin. Think about it: are you harboring guilt in your heart, are you denying God’s forgiveness by refusal to forgive yourself? That is SIN. It does not matter what you did the Blood covers all sin. To say God’s Blood does not cover your sin is almost tantamount to blaspheming the Holy Spirit.
The tool of satan is to hold us in bondage in any way he can and his most deceptive work is in this area. He slithers along side of hurting Christians and whispers in their ears (all the while convincing Christians these thoughts are their own, not his) how could you do what you did? That was terrible, vile, wicked; how could you a Christian, do something so terrible. You don’t deserve forgiveness, it’s wrong to even ask God for forgiveness and it’s unspeakable for you to forgive yourself. What you did was wicked. 

Such is the evil work of satan, his work is to keep you in sin and when you refuse the Blood of Jesus Christ to wash you…you are in sin and remember that is satan’s job, to keep you in sin. Are you in guilt? If so you are in sin: do you want to sin against a Holy God? Of course not, so then, accept God’s forgiveness for your sin whatever it is. God will forgive you and restore you and bring you Peace that is His job, to fill us with His presence when we repent and instantaneously we are forgiven and receive Grace…Peace that passes all understanding. This is what God does for He loves us, remember He died for you…for you to live with Him forever, and for you to have life and have it more abundantly.  

Romans 8:1   “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
Are you tired of carrying guilt why don’t you give it to Jesus? Pray this prayer:

Lord Jesus, forgive me for doubting your forgiving power. I did wrong and I can’t find the power to forgive myself, please give me this ability, shine your Holy Spirit forgiveness in my heart and help me forgive myself. Jesus, I know you have forgiven me, and I am sorry that I have not accepted your forgiveness. I realize that it is more sin in not accepting your forgiveness, so by the Grace you give me I accept your forgiveness: Thank you Jesus for your forgiveness and thank you for your Peace.  
This is the prosperity God wants for His children…Peace, that passes all understanding.

Run the Race

Yes it is a race, a journey and we all are participants in the race and because of the Blood of Jesus we are all winners. When you are in a race you must run, fight, work for the victory, the victory that you have already attained except you have not received it complete…it is a process. We Christians are all on the right track, but we must be active in the race. 
Will Rogers said it like this: You might be on the right track for success, but if you stand still you will be run over!

Are you standing still? If so, get in the race, we are victorious. When you get in the race more souls will be saved, lives changed. Think about it: what you do matters, it matters to lost souls. We each have a responsibility as members of the Royal Priesthood to participate in the race, and not passively, but actively. The most important things we do in this race is to read and study God’s Word…digest His Word: 

Jeremiah 15:16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.  

 And equally important is that we are to pray without ceasing:

1 Thessalonians 5:17 Pray without ceasing.  

 With these weapons the Word and Prayer we can do anything that God can do and that is Power. As we study God’s Word He fills us with Faith and with Faith our Prayers can move mountains. Always move forward for the Glory of God never deviate from God’s goal…from the Prize set before you for this is the desire of God for each of us: “…press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

The evil one is out and about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. He doesn’t want anyone moving ahead in the race, he wants all to stand still and get run over. Are you standing still? Remember: 

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
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