So: You Say You Are A Christian!
Today’s Text is Matthew 3:1-11; John the Baptist and his ministry are introduced to us. With the closing of Malachi proclaiming God’s messenger, until now; 400 years later, we have seen no prophets. It has been a dry spell for prophets. Israel…the world has not heard from a prophet of God. During this time the Law has become twisted and has become to many more important that a personal relationship with God. 

It is very important that we all realize satan’s most vicious attacks are made within the Church. The work of the evil one is subtle; he continually undermines the purpose of the Church that being to glorify God. The scriptures proclaim this explicitly and implicitly; it is how satan works to destroy the Church and Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church. From Malachi to the coming of John the Baptist the Law became to man; a way to work their way to heaven.

The Law was never intended to be a means for man to work his way to heaven for it is impossible for anyone to work their way to heaven. The Law is impossible to keep:

James 2:10    “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. “

 The Law was the schoolmaster to bring us to Christ; it showed man that he was doomed without the Blood of Jesus the Messiah being shed. Yet satan in his evilness beguiled man; disallowing God’s intent of the Law and substituted his evil method of salvation by works, thus ensuring many a eternity in hell.

Notwithstanding, satan’s attack were accepted willingly by those who practiced works: the Sadducees and Pharisees; for the attacks found a heart who loved self more than God. John the Baptist exposed these hypocrites and proclaimed them for the wicked vipers they were. 
Now, as with all scripture we are to take this text we are preparing to study and make practical application with it. With the finished writing of Revelation the canon of scripture was complete, 66 Books; 6+6=12, and 12 being the number of God’s Perfect manifestation of Himself to the created order. To wit: the Church Age has no need of Prophets for we have God’s written Prophecy to the End Times. Nevertheless, the time we live in is a dry spell for many of our churches are APOSTATE! They are turning from revealed Faith to the evil Works that satan continues to beguile the world with. However, the evil work of satan cannot bear fruit unless it finds an inviting heart, a heart that desires to glorify self instead of God. 

As our churches become more and more man-centered apostasy will escalate at an alarming rate. This truly is preparatory work for the Tribulation for the antichrist will need a ‘vehicle’ to distribute his evil propaganda and to further his evil cause and today’s apostate churches will be this ‘vehicle’. Today’s churches are infatuated with numbers; there methods of ministering are dictated by numbers, not the Gospel. This is readily evident from the increasing number of churches who only have service on Sunday morning, and some even close for the Christmas holidays. 

The problem is: Man thinks that church is for him and that by attending church he is to receive God’s blessing and this is his reason for attending church. God designed church for His children to come together and worship HIM: 

Acts 2:42 - 47    “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  43And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  44And all that believed were together, and had all things common;  45And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  46And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” 
Numbers in attendance increase drastically when the church appeals to the flesh, when it becomes man-centered instead of God-centered. In the Christian book stores the shelves our full of books instructing pastors how to use the methods of the world to increase their attendance; this ought not be! God builds the churches not man: 

Psalms 127:1  “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

 Man cannot win souls, God does and God does not need the world’s methods to win souls! The Holy Spirit saves souls by the foolishness of man’s preaching: 

1 Corinthians 1:27 - 29   “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;  28And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  29That no flesh should glory in his presence.” 

 God builds the church that prays together:

Jeremiah 33:3   “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”  

So, You Call Yourself A Christian: 
How Are You Worshiping God For Your Own Blessings Or For His Glory?


Matthew 3:1 - 3   “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,  2And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  3For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  
John the Baptist preached Repentance and the coming of Messiah. His baptism was by water, it had no soul-cleansing magical powers; it was symbolic of God’s cleansing. Baptism has its beginning from the cleansing by water of the priests:

Leviticus 16:4   “He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on.” 

Leviticus 16:24   “And he shall wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, and make an atonement for himself, and for the people.”  

From here the practice became baptism, immersing in water. It was practiced by the Essences, a strict religious Jewish sect who practiced baptism to emphasize repentance and acceptance of God’s Will. As gentiles became proselytes to the Jewish faith they were baptized and circumcised. Baptism was then and is now symbolic of cleansing; it does not save.

Now John’s baptism was one of repentance, a turning from sin to God; it declares a change has taken place. This baptism was for Jews to acknowledge they needed cleansing and of acceptance that the Messiah was coming. John’s baptism was in response to the work of the Holy Spirit for the Holy Spirit had been preparing hearts for the coming of Messiah. Along with God calling John the Baptist; He was also calling souls to repentance from all over and many responded by coming to John for baptism. This was to be prepatory for the transition of worshiping under Law to worshiping under Grace. Remember, this baptism was in response to the work of the Holy Spirit’s conviction; salvation was prior to the baptism then as it is now. Baptism does not save: it is an outward declaration of God’s work on the inside, the work of salvation. 
Just because someone is baptized that does not mean they are saved. Professing without possession means a person is lost. Salvation is when the heart surrenders to God; when the heart repents of denying Jesus; when the heart wants to live for HIM not himself.
Consider Charles Finney the great Revivalist prior to the Civil War:

Charles Finney a great Evangelist, yet he started his ministry lost! Hard to imagine, nevertheless it is true, Charles Finney at the age of 30 was trained as a lawyer, led the choir in his church, led a youth group, and studied the Word of God, but he was lost at this time.

How can someone work…study the Word, lead for the Lord and be lost? Professing without Possessing! Salvation requires the heart surrendering self; it’s not works. No matter what position someone holds in the church or what mighty work they do; it doesn’t save them, all are saved by Grace through Faith. 

On a Sunday night he knew he was lost and made up his mind to be saved....Monday and Tuesday he was convicted by the Holy Spirit. Wednesday ...The Holy Spirit asked him if he would accept Christ today.  In response he went to pray in the woods, he went deep so as not to be seen and he prayed and prayed. Finally he realized his pride was keeping him from being saved for he kept looking to see if anyone was watching him; then God brought these verses to his mind, verses he was not familiar with:

Jeremiah 29:12,13   “Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.  13And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.”  

He told the Lord he would take Him for His Word.....He was saved....although he did not realize it.
God continued to give him more promises from The Old and New Testament. He understood the Gospel message....Only through Faith in Jesus can one be saved. As he left he told God if was ever saved he would preach for Him.....He still didn’t realize he was saved. 
However, he did know.... he had no knowledge of his sins...it was if they had been washed away. In his office he began to play sacred music on his Bass Viol and he broke into floods of tears....sweet brokenness ...Later that night he prayed again and he was filled mightily with the Holy Spirit...it came upon him as floods of electricity...waves of love....to such an extent he feared he would die ...yet he knew he would not. The next morning again the Holy Spirit filled him as the night before...and it seemed to say to him......will you doubt....will you doubt?????? He then understood ...............Romans 5:1   “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”  He quit practicing law and began preaching for the Lord that day. God used him mightily...Where he went ...Revival Fires would break out and thousands upon thousands were saved. 
Charles Finney’s experience is quite exciting for God is exciting and He truly does fill us with Power. However, pay close attention to the fact that Finney realized that he was saved simply when he told God he would take Him at His Word. What come afterwards is the filling of the Holy Spirit, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit: This only comes after salvation.  Salvation is not a feeling …it is response to Faith. 

Matthew 3:4-6  “And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.  5Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,  6And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” 
God drew them to John’s baptism. John had shunned the world and the things of the world for he was God’s man preaching in the wilderness away from the world. Those who came to John for the baptism were the saved and the lost. To wit: some were lost and heretofore had not looked for the coming of Jesus the Messiah.  Some were walking in Faith and were coming to confess sins and to acknowledge the coming Messiah. All were coming to be rightly related to God and John’s baptism would proclaim the cry of their heart: We know that Jesus Christ the Messiah is coming and we have surrendered our lives, we have repented of denying His Lordship over our lives and we have confessed our sins.   
Christian, do you need a washing? When you come out of the baptismal water you declared to the world, I Am Clean, washed by the Blood of Jesus. Are you still clean? All of us will have to answer we have transgressed; we have sin and are in need of cleansing. Well, God has allowed for this and we can clearly see this in:

1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

This verse is addressed to Christians who have sinned, which of course, is all Christians. We are to confess to God and He will cleanse us. 

Ephesians 5:26   “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,”

God likes clean children and we are His children. It is incumbent for each of us daily to pray: 

Psalms 139:23,24         “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:   And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
   Washing feels good…Obedience feels good for when you are washed and walking in obedience God gives you Power and your fellowship with God is good and then we say: God’s Good. But what we have to realize is that God is Good all the time, not just when we are clean, God is Good. Often Christians associate God’s blessings on His children as God’s Goodness, this is not true. God’s Goodness has nothing to do with us; rather we should realize when we are good we are in position to receive God’s blessings: Souls Saved ... Love…Joy…Peace!

Psalms 84:11      “For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”

Christian, how are you walking? Are you receiving blessings? Our churches are not walking uprightly and are in need of cleansing. They have no Power: They are impotent. This is why they are so intent on manufacturing the Holy Spirit because He is not in many of our churches, by and by He has written Ichabod (No Glory) on our churches. Our churches need a good washing, they need to come back to God, to live for Him, to glorify Him and not the congregation. 

There will be no real Revival in these churches till they come to God in brokenness and ask for a cleansing. Our churches have been so desperate for fire…God’s Fire that they decided to make their own fire and this fire is a strange fire…an unholy fire and nothing lasting will come form it!

We are told to seek God:

2 Chronicles 7:14   “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

When your heart wants God and the things of God more than life, then you ask for revival the right way.

This illustration depicts the right way:

An old Methodist preacher went to England to where John Wesley (Great Revivalist and founder of Methodist Church) had received his fire from God. With this fire for the Gospel, John Wesley as God’s vessel forever changed England…and influenced the world. 

As this old preacher visited the location John Wesley received his Power from God he stood on the Bronze Tablet marking the exact spot. And with tears streaming down his face …looking up to God….cried out to God:

Do it Again Lord….Do it Again!!!

  

Matthew 3:7 - 9  “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  9And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.”  

 Just because you say you are saved; it doesn’t mean you are saved. These Pharisees and Sadducees were ridged followers of the law they thought their responsibility to God was solely in keeping the law and they did this fastidiously. The Sadducees were so beguiled by their evilness that they didn’t even believe in the resurrection. They truly were sad u cee! And the Pharisees were blinded by the Truth for their heart was set on self: 


Matthew 23:23 - 26   “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.  24Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.  25Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.  26Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.”

They looked perfect and acted perfect but they were lost because their heart was evil. Every religion in the world is based on works except for true Christianity, which is based solely of the shed Blood of Jesus Christ applied by Faith to change our hearts to bring us to be Born Again. Man’s religions emphasize man’s ability to do good and it is by these good deeds men enter heaven: NOT TRUE! 
This is what the Pharisee believed and practiced; if they followed the Law they would be saved. How can anyone believe such drivel? Because satan beguiles them, he appeals to their selfish heart and he tells them: They are good, noble, you are special, you can do great works, and God will reward you for the great work you do for Him. This is what satan tells them and their prideful hearts devour these words of praise.

If they would have but read:

Ezekiel 36:24 - 28    “For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 25Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.  26A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.  27And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.  28And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.”  

 Then they would have known what Jesus told Nicodemus: 


John 3:3   “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Nicodemus had to ponder what that meant; perhaps he read Ezekiel 36 and realized he needed a new heart. The Word will save you if you let it hit your heart, trouble is sin hardens the heart, the sin of self can become very difficult to overcome, but it must be overcome for salvation to come.   

Illustration:
Rev Jerry Farwell appeared on Bill O’Riley’s talk show some years back and they were discussing salvation…what it took to go to heaven. Rev. Jerry Farwell explained to Bill O’Riley it’s by Faith and that a person is to recognize they are a sinner (Romans 3:23) doomed to hell (Romans 6:23) and then by Faith they are to ask Jesus to save them by washing them in His Blood (Romans 10:13; Colossians 1:14). He said to Bill O’Riley: but you know this Bill for you are Catholic. To this Bill replied: Yes, yes but… I subscribe to today’s theology, the theology that says that if you do good deeds, if you love your neighbor and treat them as you want to be treated then God will honor your works and allow you to come to heaven.   

This was the Pharisees’ thoughts and pathway to hell and it is the way to hell for anyone who thinks salvation can come through works: 

Ephesians 2:8,9    “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.”  

   

Matthew 3:10   “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”
 Judgment is coming: Are you ready? Good fruit can’t come from a bad tree: 

Matthew 12:33 - 35   “Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.  34O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  35A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.”  

Bad tree brings bad fruit; good fruit brings good fruit: How good is your fruit?
Illustration:   It is said in praise of the tree firmly planted by the rivers of water that it brings forth its fruit in its season. Good men should aim to have seasonable virtues. For instance, a forgiving spirit is golden if it displays itself in the moment when an injury is received. It is but silver if it shows itself on speedy reflection. And it is merely lead if it be manifested only after a long time of cooling. 

   -- Charles Haddon Spurgeon, The Quotable Spurgeon, (Wheaton: Harold Shaw Publishers, Inc, 1990) 


Psalms 1:1 - 3      “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2    But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 3    And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”  

Colossians 3:13 - 14   “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  14And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.”  

Christians we are good trees bearing good fruit and God wants our good fruit to be the best! We need to examine our hearts, souls, and minds and know that are fruits are what God expects from us. We have been called to be a peculiar people set apart for Him to bring honor and glory to Him! Are you?


Matthew 3:11   “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:”  

   John the Baptist was the messenger to herald the coming of Jesus Christ:

Malachi 3:1   “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.”  

Jesus was coming to baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire!!!

POWER!!! Power to live like Jesus; heretofore the saved were not filled with the Holy Spirit; now at and after Pentecost Jesus baptizes all Christians with the Holy Spirit…POWER. Power to be transformed to a New Creature in Christ, to be made part of the Body of Christ, to be one with Jesus…Amen! Power!

 Christian: Do you realize how much Power you have? You have the same Power that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ walked this earth with. He laid aside His Powers as the Son of God, became man and God and received at John’s baptism the same Power we do when we are saved! Dumanis! Power!
Are you walking in this Power? 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit comes as we are saved; salvation was unconditional, we did nothing for it except receive it as a Free Gift…Free to us but it cost Jesus His Blood! Now the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is given to all Christians at salvation and we are filled with Duminis! Power!, but disobedience will cause us to lose this Power! Sin in us pulls us from God’s Power! If we are OBEDIENT we have Duminis!

Are you obedient to God? The more obedience; the more power!

So, You Call Yourself A Christian:
Christian: You have a responsibility; you represent Jesus Christ. Everything you do should bring honor and glory to our Lord and Savior. Of course we readily realize that in our power we cannot bear good fruit; our Power is from Jesus. This is where today’s Churches are raising defeated Christians for they are teaching: Be all you can for Jesus instead of: You can do nothing unless you come to Jesus broken asking for His Power. 

Psalms 51:17   “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 

When we begin to think we have power, we are defeated. The evil one is hard at work beguiling the leaders of our churches to teach the congregation God wants to bless you with a prosperous life: Prosperous life being? Prosperity here on earth!
The Bible teaches God does want to bless us with a prosperous life; prosperous life being: a life of contentment here on earth and riches in heaven!


Philippians 4:11 - 13   “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
The Apostle Paul suffered greatly, beatings, hunger, you name it he suffered it. He was denied the riches of the world for his riches are in heaven. 

Where are you riches? We have become so spoiled in America; we think success is measured by how much money we have. This is not how God measures success nor is it the abundant life He wants to give us. Strange how so many of our pastors, deacons, church members go on mission trips to third world countries and are amazed at the poverty they find; and yet in the middle of this poverty they find poor Christians happy, joyful with nothing…for they have Jesus and He is enough!

Is He? Is He enough?

John 3:16 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

HE IS ENOUGH!!!
Are you Saved?
You must believe in Jesus to be saved.

You must know you are a sinner and that you are doomed to hell.
Romans 3:23     “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”
Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Ask Jesus to save you  -   show your belief by calling upon Him.

Romans 10:9,10

 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Romans 10:13

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”
Revelations 22:17

 “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”
Do you want Jesus?       

Ask Jesus to save you.

How do you believe?
Romans 10:17

   “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
All these scriptures bring to your heart the power to believe   -  The scriptures give you Faith through the Power of the Holy Spirit -    Surrender your will to Jesus   -   Ask Jesus to save you.   God is calling you to Salvation.

Sinner’s Prayer

 Lord Jesus; I know I am a sinner.

 I believe you died on a cross for my sins, and then arose from the grave.

 I believe in my heart; you are my Savior.

 I surrender my life to you; I am asking you to please save me, and take me to heaven when I die.

Thank you Jesus for saving me:
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