 Prayer of Revival:

We have just celebrated Easter this past Sunday and I think it would be very appropriate this Sunday to speak about Pentecost: Particularly, about Jesus’ forty days after His death and the ten days before the coming of the Holy Spirit.

You may turn in your Bibles to Acts 1 and in just a moment, we will read from there. But, before we begin this message I would like you to consider God’s power, in particular, God’s power in your life. 

Is God real in your life: Is His presence acknowledged by you day-by-day, hour-by-hour, moment-by-moment?

We are commanded to pray without ceasing, which means we should be with God moment by moment. 

But are you? God desires for each of us to commune with Him continually; to live for Him, not ourselves. 

We are aware of this and accept this command, yet we all fall short of obedience to this command. Many of us try to do this in our own power and yet we never have enough power to do this: we need God’s Power. Without God’s touch, we can do nothing.

This is why God sent us His Holy Spirit; to fill all believers with power and gifts from on high to live for Him, moment by moment: To pray without ceasing, to commune with Him: To live with Revival fire in our bones.

The coming of the Holy Spirit gave us power to be part of the Royal Priesthood; we are to be living testimonies for God. This can only be done by God’s filling of us with The Holy Spirit. 

In America, particularly here in the Bible Belt, we have somehow, lost God’s Power. We know that God is Omnipotent, Omniscient, and Omnipresent, and He is same yesterday, today, and forever: The fault is not God’s fault! Therefore, it must be ours.

What is wrong???

Revelation 2:4 (KJV)

4Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

So this morning, look inside, have you for whatever reason; lost that closeness you once had with God? And if you have, ask God to restore it this morning.

Lets read Acts 1:1 through Acts 1:8 

 “The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,

Luke the beloved physician writes to a lover of God, he mentions the former treatise, referring to the Gospel of Luke. Now in Acts, he writes of the time after Christ’s Passion, His Sufferings---after Easter.

 2Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

They were to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. They were already saved regenerated, Born Again by the Holy Spirit, as all who were ever saved or will ever be saved are. However, at Pentecost the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was coming. 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit would make all believers part of the Body of Christ---part of the Body of the Church---Part of the Bride of Christ. (Romans 6, 1 Corinthians 12:13) Along with this, the Christians of Pentecost received the FILLING of the Holy Spirit. This Filling is not a one time occurrence (Ephesians 5:18) it is continual; however, all Christians do not experience this Filling of the Holy Spirit. The Filling comes from walking with God in love---trust---and obedience. 

6When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
*

Think if you were there, wouldn’t you be excited? Sure you would. And now, Jesus is telling them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise---the coming Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is Alive---He’s Alive: can you imagine how excited His disciples were: He’s Alive, He’s Alive. They are filled with joy and excitement. He came out of the grave and had been seen for 40 days. Praise the Lord; Praise the Lord.

They are joyful, forty-one days ago, however, they weren’t joyful; their Messiah was dead: Their faith wasn’t what it should have been: was it? No, it wasn’t and neither is ours. They had seen Jesus do miraculous feats, raise the dead, feed thousands from 5 loaves and 2 fishes and many more signs Jesus did that you might believe. 

The disciples were there in person, they saw firsthand, the miracles of Jesus, and don’t we actually see the miracles in the Bible as if we were there: yet their faith was weak and our faith is weak. This is why Jesus sent the Holy Spirit: To bring gifts to men, to give them, us, stronger faith, to equip them to do the job of witnessing in Jerusalem, Judaea, and the uttermost part of the earth---for us, to witness to our town, our state, our America.

Acts 1:9-11

  “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”

This same Jesus! Wow! Jesus is coming again, He’s coming for His bride, and we are His bride.
They watched Him go up and we will all watch Him come down! Amen, this is the Blessed Hope of Titus 2:13. Jesus is coming again.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if He came today? Paul said...”to live is Christ to die is gain”... Yes, all the saved can say Amen: ... “ even so, come, Lord Jesus”.

But, if Jesus comes today, will He find you living the life for Him that you should be living, or will you be embarrassed by the lack of good works you have done for Him?

Judging, by the spiritual temperature of America, We can say that most or all of us will be very embarrassed at Jesus’ coming. 

What we need is a touch from God---A touch of Revival! A Filling of the Holy Spirit! That’s what the disciples needed and that’s what they had: Revival.

Now prior to Pentecost, the disciples were commanded to wait for the Holy Spirit; there will be no Church, no bride of Christ until the coming of the Holy Spirit. They don’t know when, they just know they are to stay in Jerusalem and wait on the coming of the Holy Spirit.

So, what did the disciples do while they waited?  

Acts 1:14 (KJV)
 “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”
They prayed---they didn’t know how long they would have to pray, but they just kept praying: Praying for the Holy Spirit.

Prayer preceded Pentecost and if we want Revival, we must pray!

Prayer brings us God’s Power
Our thoughts, our feelings, our hearts, are transmitted to God through prayer. Only in prayer can we speak to God. The time we spend in prayer with God is treasured time. No other claim on our time is more important. Our direction comes from prayer. Our faith is made stronger by prayer.
The following is a quote by Samuel Rutherford “ I urge upon you communion with Christ a growing communion. There are curtains to be drawn aside in Christ that we never saw, and new foldings of love in him. I despair that I shall ever win to the far end of that love, there are so many plies in it. Therefore dig deep, and sweat and labor and take pains for him, and set by as much time in the day for him as you can. We will be won in the labor.—Samuel Rutherford

Prayer will bring us the joy of Christ. When we pray we seek Gods presence in our lives. Each prayer we offer to God affords us a glimpse into Gods inner holiness. As we pray we enter or open veils of Gods love and holiness. The more we pray, the more we see of Gods love and holiness. Consider what William Penn said of George Fox: 

But above all he excelled in prayer. The inwardness and weight of his spirit, the reverence and solemnity of his address and behavior, and the fewness and fullness of his words have often struck even strangers with admiration as they used to reach others with consolation. 

The most awful, living, reverend frame I ever felt or beheld, I must say, was his prayer. And truly, it was a testimony. He knew and lived nearer to the Lord than other men, for they that know him most will see most reason to approach him with reverence and fear. 

God is a Holy God and the more we pray the more we revere and fear God.

What is prayer?

Prayer may be best defined as having fellowship with God. It is more than simply talking to God, but rather talking with God.

Illustration: Jay Munoz---

Jay is a missionary to Dominican Republic and as he was asked to preach to a group of preachers this is what he preached on:

Guys you must have Communion with God!

Watchman Nee:

“True prayer is real work. Praying according to God’s will and praying only for His will is indeed a self-denying work. Unless we are completely weaned from ourselves, having not the slightest interest of our own but living absolutely for the Lord and seeking only His Glory, we will not like what He likes, nor seek what He seeks, nor pray what He wants us to pray...”

“Hence, our most important work is to prepare the way of the Lord. There is no other work, which can be prepared with this work. With God there are many possibilities; but these will turn into impossibilities if believers do not open up ways for Him......”

“When God created man He gave them a free will. There thus exist in the universe three different wills: namely, the will of God, the will of satan the enemy, and the will of man. People may wonder why the Lord does not destroy satan in a moments time. The Lord could, but He has not done so. And why? Because He wants man to cooperate with Him in dealing with satan.”

“When the Lord wishes to do a thing He first puts His own thoughts in us through the Holy Spirit. Only after we have turned this thought into prayer will He perform it.”

How do you have answered prayer?
First, you must be God’s Child ---Born Again

Then 

1 John 5:14,15 (KJV)
 “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

15And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”

And

1 John 5:4,5 (KJV)
 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”
You must pray in God’s Will with Faith

As we read God’s Word, His Will is shown to us. We know from the Bible God will have all men to be saved; this means if we pray for God to draw someone to salvation, we know that is answered prayer. All of our prayers that are prayed according to scripture are answered prayers.

The problem most of us have is that our selfish desires confuse us and we find ourselves mixing our will with God’s Will. It is not our will but God’s Will that we are to pray.

The more time spent in God’s Word and with Him in Communal prayer, the more we will realize His Will. As you study God’s Word, ask Him to show you His Will. Let your heart be alive with HIM, desire Glory for God, ---desire to serve HIM and He will show you His Will.

God’s Word is alive and it speaks to your heart bringing Truth---bringing God’s Will

Illustration of searching scriptures for God’s Will in our life: 

When I was being led by God to move to Georgia--- a Chaplain at a mission where I was serving the Lord said: “Show me in the Bible where it says you are to go to Georgia”

I prayed and asked God to show me in scripture why He wanted me to go to Georgia and this is the scripture He gave me:

Jeremiah 10:21 (KJV)
  “For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.”
The Fathers---The Pastors---The Leaders are by and by ---denying God’s Word

If we as a Country don’t repent and turn to God---we are doomed

America is doomed unless we repent.

This is the Bible Belt and our churches are dying on the vine.

Are we seeking God?

As your Faith grows your knowledge of God’s Will grows.
Jesus’ Apostles had to learn about Faith and how to get it.
Matthew 17:14 through Matthew 17:21 (KJV)
 “And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 15Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 

16And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 21Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”

Prayer and Fasting brings Faith to your prayers---- When you pray and fast you are showing God you desire Him---you love HIM.

The more you desire God---the more power in your prayers. 

If you desire God more than Life itself, you will know God’s Will and you will have great Faith

Ask God to help you to be a man like David!

Acts 13:22 (KJV)
 “And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will.”

When you begin to be a man after God’s heart; you will live for His pleasure.

Revelation 4:11 (KJV)
 “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”
And as you live this way you see prayers answered! Because you live the life, Christ wants you to live and you pray what the Holy Spirit puts into your heart for you to pray!

Has God put into your heart for you to pray for REVIVAL??????
Does Revival need to be prayed for?   YES

2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV)
 “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”

Remember, God ‘s ordained system works through our prayers. It is incumbent upon us to pray for God to send fire from heaven. 

Watchman Nee said:

“As we read through church history, we may notice that every great Revival has always come from prayer. This shows us how prayer enables the Lord to do what He desires to do.”

“Take as an example, the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Hundreds of years before the day of Pentecost, even at the time of Joel, God had already mentioned this coming. But the Holy Spirit came down only after many disciples had gathered and prayed.”
God works through our prayers and if you will right now, ask God: God, do you want me to pray for Revival.

What do you think God will tell you???

God’s Heart cries out to His children: Pray for Revival---for Revival is more of me in your life. Cry out for my presence in your life in a powerful fresh and new way. Cry out for me to bring brokenness to you, so that you may see how you put yourself before me in oh so many ways. Cry out for me to fill you with fire from heaven that you might go out and win souls for me.

Revival is when God’s people come alive with God’s fire in their heart; they are warriors ---Prayer warriors for the cause of Christ. 

And as they are filled with God’s power; this overflows from them to the lost and multitudes will be saved. 

Revival is where God’s children turn back to Him and as a result of this; God pours out His Holy Spirit in a wonderful miraculous way and through this lost are drawn to salvation in a mighty way.

 Revival?

Acts 2:1 through Acts 2:4 (KJV)

  “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

God’s Power---Pentecostal Power fell on them.
Power to preach the Gospel---Power that changed the world. That very day about 3000 souls were saved. This same Power is for all of us---all Christians are to be Filled with God’s Power to proclaim the Gospel, through our testimonies---through our love---through our prayers to God crying out for the Revival Power to see lives changed and souls saved! 

*

God wanted to send fire from heaven, but it required the prayers of the disciples; God wants to send us Revival, but it requires our prayers.

Prayer is the backbone of a revival.... Instead of substituting new ideas such as religious films or social entertainments, why not really try the God-given method for revivals: "Pray without ceasing"? 

   John W. Basham

Revival is birthed in a catalyst of Prayer... REES HOWELLS

The Fulton Street Revival

 “Walk through the streets of any large city and you will hear the "hustling and bustling" sounds of busy urban life. But imagine the streets of New York City, Boston, and many other major cities along the Eastern Seaboard silent every day at noon as people join together to pray. Does that sound too good to be true? It happened in the 1850s, and it all started at the Fulton Street Church in New York City.

In 1857, the leadership of that congregation saw a sharp decline in church attendance. They tapped Jeremiah Lamphier to lead an effort to reach the unchurched of the city. Lamphier, a city missionary, was a former merchant with no formal theological training. He wasn't sure how to proceed, so he printed notices announcing a noontime prayer meeting and handed them to anyone who would take a copy.

On the day of the meeting, Lamphier waited. When no one showed up, he began praying alone. Twenty minutes later he heard someone coming up the stairs, and he was joined by two or three people. The next time, someone else joined them, and soon the room was filled. As the days passed, the prayer meeting grew from one room to two rooms to three ‑ and then filled the church sanctuary.

During the following months, noonday prayer meetings sprang up all across New York City. In fact, many factories blew the lunch whistle at 11:55 a. m., giving workers the chance to rush to the nearest church to pray for an hour.

 The motivation behind this laymen's prayer revival was to pray one hour. Jesus asked His disciples, "What could ye not watch with Me one hour?" (Matthew 26:40b,). Churches of all denominations were filled with people praying on their lunch break.

Eventually this caught the attention of the media. One day just before noon, the editor of the Herald Tribune looked out his window and was shocked to see men running from their places of business, bumping into one another in their hurry, then quickly disappearing into churches. 

Sending a reporter to investigate, the editor was surprised to learn that all those people were praying during their lunch hour. The next day he gathered all of his reporters together and put them on horses to cover the whole city. Returning, they estimated that 15,000 people were involved in this prayer movement. The editor began writing stories about the prayer meetings, and soon there were 25,000 people attending. The more stories he wrote, the more the attendance grew. Once again, the editor put his reporters on horseback to cover the whole city, and they came back saying that approximately 40,000 men were praying through the lunch hour.

People all over America were reading the New York papers, and when newspapers in other cities carried the stories, revival began to break out there, too. Prayer meetings organized by lay leadership spread like wildfire across the U.S. By 1859, more than 1 million unchurched Americans were won to Christ.

God was pouring out His Spirit, preparing America for one of its darkest chapters in history. The laymen's prayer revival took place two years before the Civil War, when thousands of men across the country would tragically die in battle. But because of that revival, many of them knew the Savior before they entered eternity.”

*

   “Whenever I attend yet another church spectator event, I am reminded of Tozer's disdain and despair for "that strange thing--the program," for "conventional religious chatter," for our wholesale "pursuit of happiness, rather than holiness," for our bondage to the conscience of people rather than bondage to God.” DL Moody

Let’s get real folks........God is the power in our Churches...without God’s Holy Spirit you might as well right Ichabod ( the Glory of the Lord is departed) on our Churches.

What does it take for God’s Holy Spirit to be in our Churches???
A congregation whose heart is set on God and not themselves....
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