The Mind of Christ

Scripture reference: Philippians 2:5-11
Opening Illustration of Freedom From Bondage: This is a course based on having the mind of Jesus Christ. With Jesus we can do all things, without Him we can do nothing. We, as Christians, know this from the instant we are saved; yet we continually allow satan, the world, and the flesh to hold us in bondage. Freedom is realized when we capitalize on the power of Christ, it is immediate when we go to Christ and it is sustaining. Freedom From Bondage helps Christians to become aware of satan’s beguiling work to keep us from Christ, to stop us from having the mind of Christ. This course is available at: www.freechristiannovels.org

Chapter 2 of Philippians vividly depicts the humility of Christ; He is the epitome of humility. Jesus came to die for us because He loved us like no other can. He came and suffered for us because He loves us. He humbled Himself by willingly going to Calvary for us because He loved us. 

Philippians 2:5 through Philippians 2:11 
  “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

*

 “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:”  

Oh to have the mind of Christ in all we say and do, what peace that would bring to our hearts. Trouble is, we have our mind and not God’s mind. Course then the solution to our problem seems rather easy doesn’t it? 

Just get rid of our mind and put on the mind of Christ.

Simple it sounds and simple it is. The mind of Christ is available to all of His children; those who have come to Him in Faith and asked for His wonderful Blood to cover their sins. As we become saved, we become Baptized into the Body of Christ. This means we are part of Him. In order to appreciate this wonderfulness of being one with Christ we need the continual filling of the Holy Spirit enabling us to have His continued close fellowship--to have His thoughts--the Mind of Christ.

As we read God’s Word, we know His thoughts and as we compare our thoughts with God’s Word, we know how to correct our thoughts to be the Mind of Christ. Simple isn’t it!

Illustration of: 2 Corinthians 10:5 
 “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”

When thoughts come to your mind, examine them and take them to Jesus. Step out of the box, so to speak, line up your thoughts on the table, and examine them with God’s Word. 

God’s Word will reveal light to you. His Word will speak truth to you, and then you will know how to deal with these thoughts. If they are right thoughts, act on them. If they are evil thoughts—sinful thoughts—throw them out the dung gate.  

Utilize Psalm 139:23,24:

   “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

24
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
The key to realizing that you haven’t the mind of Christ is when you don’t have peace: no peace—no mind of Christ.

When you have no peace and as you examine your thoughts, invariably, you will find your thoughts are about yourself. And that my friends, is the problem with mankind---that is what caused Adam to sin.

The I---I---I syndrome. Do you have the I---I---I syndrome.

What we all need is to learn more about the Mind of Christ.

6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
Christ, though God in the flesh, did not take God’s Powers into His Humanness. He did not think He should allow Himself to be any different that man in His walk on earth. 

This means that God—The Son of God—Jesus became 100% God and 100% man. How can this be: With God all things are possible.

Jesus always was. He was in the beginning. He is God who came to earth born of a virgin to die for our sins. We read in: 

Hebrews 4:15,16 

15For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

16Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Jesus became man so that He could know exactly what each and everyone of us feel. All of our feelings our thoughts, our happiness, our defeats, and our sufferings: Jesus became man to know exactly what life is from our perspective. 

7 “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:”

He humbled himself and became man. Perhaps we find this difficult to understand, He humbled Himself to become man. Is being a human such a humbling experience? Well, if you are God—most definitely this is a humbling experience.

J Vernon McGee offers this Illustration to help us see the Humility:

Let me give you a very homely illustration that I trust might be as helpful to you as it is to me. I confess it is rather ridiculous, but it will illustrate the humiliation of Christ in His incarnation.

When we first came to California in 1940, we had the experience of living in a place where the bugs and the ants are not killed off in the wintertime. We got here the first of November and had not been here long until I found in the kitchen one morning a freeway of ants coming into the sink. They were coming down one side and going back on the other side. Also I found they had discovered the sugar bowl, and they had a freeway in and out of it. I don’t know about you, but I don’t want ants in the sink and I don’t want ants in the sugar bowl. 

So I began to investigate and learned that the thing we had to do was to kill them. Now I’m just not sadistic; I’m not brutal; I don’t like to kill things. But I began to kill ants. I got ant poison, and we got rid of ants. Then when we moved over to our own home, here were ants. They had found out where we’d moved. I have a wonderful Christian friend who is in the bug-killing business. He comes to my place twice a year, sprays everything—under the house, under the eaves, the trees—everything, and you can’t find an ant on my place.

Now I do not know this to be a fact, but I have a notion that the ants had a protest meeting around my lot. Maybe they carried banners that read, “Down with McGee. He hates ants!” But, frankly, I don’t hate ants. That’s not my hang-up at all. If I had some way of communicating with those ants and getting a message to them, I’d say, “Look here. I don’t hate you. Just stay out of the sugar bowl, and stay out of the sink. I’ll put sugar and water outside for you—I’d be glad to do that if you’d just stay outside.” But I do not know how to get that message over to the ants—except by becoming an ant. 

Now suppose that I had the power to become an ant. (If I could do it, I would not do it because I know some folk who would step on me if I were an ant!) But listen, if I could become an ant—from where I am now down to the position of an ant—that would be humiliation, wouldn’t it? I’d hate to become an ant. But, my friend, that is nothing compared to what my Lord did when He left heaven’s glory and became a man, when He took upon Himself our humanity, when He was made in the likeness of men.
: 8 “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
I think many of us forget Jesus’ humanity when He went to Calvary. We see, of course the suffering, but somehow we see Him more as God than man. In order to truly understand this verse, we must truly understand His humanity.

Jesus—God in the Flesh,  walked as man on earth. He walked to Calvary as man. The Gospels depicts this for us so vividly in the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed for hours for God to take away this “Cup,” the coming crucifixion. 

He knew what was coming: The horrible death of Calvary and the enduring of hell itself while He paid for all of our sins. Knowing all of this: that He would endure the pain as man—feeling all of the anguish of Calvary; bearing all of our sin; paying the payment of hell on the cross; without the help of God the Father.

Knowing this, He went to Calvary and made His obedience perfect.

Hebrews 5:8,9 

8Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;  

9  “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”
Jesus willingly accepted Calvary and as He accepted Calvary He became “Perfect” thereby securing our Salvation. At anytime Jesus could have stopped the crucifixion, yet He willingly endured the—humility—the shame—the intense suffering of Calvary, because He loves us.

John 15:13 (KJV)

13Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Illustration : Bone Marrow transplant: 

A young girl was dying of leukemia and needed a bone marrow transplant. Her younger brother was found to be a suitable donor and was asked if he would donate his bone marrow. He loved his sister greatly and consented to donate his bone marrow. 

The procedure is very painful. When the procedure had been completed and both patients were recuperating, the young boy asked his mother and father, “ When am I going to die?”

He thought the painful procedure required his death and he loved his sister so much that he was willing to die for her. 

This wonderful account of a brother’s love for a sister warms our hearts, it truly does. Hearing this, we ask ourselves, could we, would we die for our son, daughter, sister, brother, father, mother, or friend? Probably many of us would say, yes.

But, could you, would you die for Hitler---Saddam Hussein? 

Would you die for the man who ordered the deaths of thousands of helpless Cambodians during the Khmer Rouge Regime. This evil man chained men to concrete floors till the time they were to be killed. Then they were brutally clubbed to death and thrown into a pit. When the Regime was put down, this evil man escaped the country. God, in His infinite mercy, sent Christians to him and they led him to the Lord. After accepting Christ as his Savior, he went back to Cambodia where he was killed. Would you have given your life for this man? Jesus did.

Jesus loved Judas and He knew Judas would betray Him, but still, Jesus died that he might be saved. Jesus died that all men may be saved. Not all men will be saved, but still Jesus died that all men could be saved. His heart’s desire is for all men to be saved---He died for them. 

God in His infinite Mercy created Salvation for all of us wicked sinners:

Man is indeed wicked: 

Jeremiah 17:9 
9   “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

The only good thing about lost man is God’s Touch. It is only God’s Glory in this world that keeps satan and his demons from destroying all of us. God comes to each of us with His Word to our heart bringing Truth. (Hebrews 4:12; John 8:32) This Word holds back satan---it holds back sin and allows each heart the divine gift of choice. Choice separates us from animals. Without choice, we are nothing but a created being designed to perform divinely planned responses: A glorified ROBOT.

With this choice, we may choose to Accept God or Reject Him. All the time we are alive, God’s Mercy is speaking to our hearts, drawing us to Salvation. Salvation is created for all; it is for all to choose

Isaiah 45:7 
7“I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.”

With God, there is light---without God, there is only darkness. With God, there is peace---without God, there is only darkness.

Isaiah 45:8
8 “Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together; I the LORD have created it.”

God created salvation because He loves us and wants to fellowship with us and none of us fully understand and appreciate this love of God. If we did, our thoughts wouldn’t be about ourselves continually. Our thoughts should be on God continually; we were created for His pleasure. He didn’t make us so that He would serve us. He made us so that we would serve Him, and that is where the Glory is for God and the Joy is for us. When we live the way God wants us to, we enjoy His full blessings. This is the Christian life, living for Jesus, and enjoying the abundant life. 

9 “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:” 

By His name:

Acts 2:38 

  “38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
By His name we receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, filling us, making us part of His church and giving gifts to each who call on His name. As we repent we are Born Again, regenerated, we become a new creature in Christ, part of His church and filled with His Holy Spirit. This we proclaim to the world as we are baptized by immersion in water. 

How truly wonderful is His name: and yet many condone His name to be used so flippantly and with negative connotations. This is done every time we watch a movie or television show where His Name is used improperly. Our watching the show or program is a statement of approval. In this world, the more we allow our Savior’s Name to be defamed in any manner, the more we hurt the cause of Christ.

As Christians we must show our love for Christ, we must stand and be counted for Him. We must take a stand, don’t allow God’s Name to be taken in vain

Exodus 20:7 

  “7Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”

Illustration: Bull Bramlett, a famous football player turned Evangelist, was at a golf clubhouse and heard some men talking, using the Lord’s name in vain. His recourse to this was: He starting crying out “Praise the Lord—Praise the Lord”.
We all need to stand up for Jesus.

 “10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;” 

There is no other name under heaven whereby men made be saved----Jesus---Jesus---Jesus the sweetest name I know. Jesus is the way---the only way to heaven and all will bow to Him.  All in heaven---in the earth------under the earth---all will bow their knee to Jesus. Saved and lost will bow their knee.

All those who spend their life in futility trying to save themselves by their own devices will bow their knee.
Man cannot save himself; he is doomed without Jesus. 

Illustration J Vernon McGee:

 “The human family is on a sinking ship, and it’s going down. If there is to be a Savior, He’s got to come from the outside. There are those who want to throw a lifeline. But to do that is like being on a ship that is sinking, and somebody on the top deck says down to steerage, “Let me throw you a lifeline” but the top deck is going down too! You see the rope has got to come from some other place than the human ship.”

Those wicked sinners who deny Jesus, who love only themselves will have to bow their knee to King Jesus before they are thrown into hell.

“11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
They, the wicked sinner not only will bow their knee, but they will have to confess Jesus as Lord and then they are thrown to hell.

If they have to do that, why don’t they just accept Jesus instead of burning in hell? Seems like a reasonable question, doesn’t it?

But you have to remember man’s heart is wicked. The only love in man’s heart is from God while he is on earth. After man dies, he stands as he is. He has made his choice; he has rejected Jesus and emphatically decided to serve no one but himself. This is the essence of mans existence, he is like a little god, he exists and will exist somewhere forever. That somewhere is heaven or hell and lost man would rather live in hell than worship God in heaven.

Illustration: Imagine Pharaoh of Egypt standing before Jesus; he bows his knee and confesses Jesus as Lord and then he is thrown to hell to pay for all of his sins for eternity. He endures misery, suffering, burning, darkness, and many more sufferings while in hell; our minds cannot fully comprehend the misery of hell.

Yet, continue to visualize Pharaoh in hell for a thousand years of torment and then God grants him another chance to come before His Judgment Seat. As he is let out Pharaoh’s thoughts are one of victory he has succeeded in enduring the punishment of hell and is now being set free, he is victorious.

Now God brings him to the Judgment Seat of Christ and tells Pharaoh that he has another opportunity to repent to deny himself and to accept Christ as his Lord and Master. All Pharaoh has to do is bow his knee and confess Jesus as Lord then he can enter into heaven with all of his sins washed clean by the Blood of Jesus. The Blood is the passport to heaven. It opens the doors of heaven. It is the only substance that may open the doors of heaven for any man. The Blood must be applied.

Pharaoh bows before Jesus and he confesses him as Lord and he thinks to himself,  “I’ve won I’ve won, now I can enter heaven. I knew I could win, for I am Pharaoh. I’ll just bide my time and when the time is right, I’ll find some others who are like me. Those who inwardly bow to no one and we will overthrow heaven, I will be like the most high.” Pharaoh said, “I will” satan said, “I will”.  

The wicked heart never changes, once man is dead, he has made his choice. If he chose Jesus as his Savior then he will live forever in heaven. If he rejected Jesus then he is doomed to hell forever, because his heart is wicked and is set on self and will never change.

Pharaoh’s heart will never change and he is doomed to eternity in hell. On earth, God draws all men to salvation giving all a chance to be saved. His Glory appears to all and all are without excuse. You are without excuse; you must accept Jesus as your Savior or perish in hell.

The mind of Christ is a mind of love—humility—compassion. The mind of Christ saves you; it brings eternal life in heaven. The mind of Christ brings you the abundant life as you walk on earth. It is your power to have joy while you are on earth. It is a mind of humility, a mind of putting others before you: A mind that says all for God’s Glory. 

The mind of Christ is peace to you; don’t you want peace. Peace to be free from the bondage of the world---from the sin of the world. Sure you do, and it’s yours for the accepting. All you have to do is accept Jesus’ free gift of salvation.

And then, walk in obedience to God’s commands.

Ephesians 2:8 through Ephesians 2:10 

 “8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”
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