It’s Not about Us; It’s about God
Why do we put ourselves before God?

Christians do not normally consciously set out to put self before God. Christians, Born Again Christians, love God and want to serve Him. The process of Christians living for self comes from the desires of the flesh being fed by the world and satan. This should not be! For a Born Again Christian has the power of Christ inside them. If we allow the power to guide us we will not fall into the pit of I- I- I. 

The act of focusing on self for a Christian is a path to misery. A Christian living for self is cut off from the Fruit of the Spirit; Love, Joy, Peace…Without the attributes of the Holy Spirit life becomes troubled and when life becomes troubled catastrophic events begin to happen in our lives. 
In this weakened state, for we have allowed God’s Power to be diminished in us, we are susceptible to satan’s attacks of temptations. This is when a Christian should pray and study God’s Word more to gain God’s Power; however, this is the first area satan will attack; he interrupts communication between the Christian and God. This is done by various means such as unwanted thoughts rising while reading God’s Word or praying or by creating drowsiness. The purpose of the attack is to draw the Christian further from God’s Power with the end result being we fall into deeper sin.
What is to be considered here is that satan’s power over us is increased when God’s Power is diminished. As this occurs, satan feeds the wicked desires of the flesh further tempting the Christian into deeper sin. It is a downward spiral to degradation.  
This should not happen to us, we are God’s children. The remedy for this is simple: God’s Word and prayer. Is it just that simple? Yes! Obviously, if satan attacks in this area first it is because he knows this is how he will defeat us. Our part is to persevere in communion with God.
  “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

  8.Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” James 4:7,8

If we sincerely do this we will not fall!

It’s not about us; it’s about Him. Words, simple words that explain what the Christian life is: It is a life that should be spent bringing Glory to God. A life not focused on self but on God. 
What is your life focused on? Is your day spent on your desires or God’s desires? What are your desires? How do you know if your desires are God’s desires? (Psalm 37:4)
When you delight yourself on God: You love Him above all; you want Him more than life. When you absolutely surrender to God, you delight in Him. Then God says: “Amen! Well done thou good and faithful servant! That’s my child! Now I will take away all of your desires and give you my desires…and my desires are my will and my will …will be done.”  (Philippians 2:13; 1 John 5:14,15)
It’s Not About Us It’s About Him!
Are you God’s child?  In order to live for God you must be His child…Born Again.

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3

Let’s look to God’s Word for an example of mankind living for self:

King Ahab was a wicked king of Samaria (874-853 BC) The northern kingdom of Israel. His father King Omri built the capital city of Samaria and gave that name to the entire northern kingdom. It became a center for idolatrous worship. 

King Omri (885-874 BC) was wicked but his son was more wicked that him: “…Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.” And King Ahab’s wife, Queen Jezebel, was more wicked than them. King Ahab and Queen Jezebel are recorded in the annals of history as wickedness personified. 

Ahab and Jezebel built an altar for baal (A Canaanite deity probably from Nimrod) and fashioned a grove for asherah (mother of baal). Their evilness and brutality against God’s people was a continual rebellious attack against God. They were indeed children of satan, they hated God and worshipped baal. 
Now, as we turn the pages of the Bible on Queen Jezebel and King Ahab consider these verses:

“ And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

2  And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money.” 1st Kings 21:1,2

Ahab wanted Naboth’s vineyard. It seemed to be a reasonable request and he offered better property in exchange or money. However the next verse brings to light the wickedness of Ahab’s in this desire of self.
    “And Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.” 1st Kings 21:3 

     God had given every tribe of Israel and every family land that was theirs for ever more. It was their inheritance to be handed down to their children forever. It was God’s command. Ahab knew this was the law, yet he set his evil desires above God’s commands. 

Ahab was unhappy
 “And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread.” 1st Kings 21: 4
Ahab was like a spoiled brat; he wanted something and he couldn’t get it…so…he was pouting.

Have you ever pouted…wanted something you couldn’t have or shouldn’t have?

When we were children and we pouted the pouting was directed to our father or mother to somehow compel them to give into our desires. Now that we are older…we pout to God…we don’t like the way He is handling our life.

Ahab was unhappy, he couldn’t have his way. Ahab lived for himself…for his desires. That’s all he knew, all he wanted to know. 
What about you: Is that all you want… to fulfill your desires?

Look inside your heart: What do you see? If you don’t see Jesus then you are doomed to hell. The sin that sends us to hell is:  (Matthew 12:31)
What the verse means is that you have seen the Truth…The Gospel…you believe Jesus died for your sins, yet you refuse to surrender your live to Him. This refusal to let go of your desires and to let Jesus be all you desire is death to you.
King Ahab lived for himself and Ahab will reap the fruit of the seed he has sown.

What about you?

Wicked Jezebel comes on the scene

 “But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?
6 And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another  vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard.” 1st Kings 21:5,6
Queen Jezebel comes to Ahab. She is indignant and asks Ahab why he is sad.

Ahab pouting, tells her the situation, a grown man pouting like a baby! “Naboth won’t give me his vineyard! Waa! Waa! Waa!”
Are you a crybaby if you don’t get your way? Do you do things you shouldn’t to get your way? If you are not a child of God you are trapped in your sin of self. It is a downward spiral of degradation leading you to hell. The sin of self is the root of all other sin. 
The evil one, satan said, “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: (Isaiah 14:13)
The wickedness of the sin of self!
Jezebel says kill Naboth
  “And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

8  So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth.

9  And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people:

10  And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die.

11  And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto them.” 1st Kings 21:7-11
Queen Jezebel as much said, “Who is this Naboth that should defy the king? How dare him! He has no right to do this. King Ahab and I are his gods. How dare Naboth use his God’s Law against us. I will use this same Law to destroy him. How dare Naboth defy us ! We are Gods!”
Wicked hearts bring wickedness. Wickedness justifies its sins. The sin of self is so all consuming that the sinner really believes they are doing right. Their need …their desire overrides all else. Their will…will be done…they are god! This statement might seem harsh, extreme; however, if the lost had the power of Queen Jezebel they would do the same thing she did: Power… Money corrupts. “…For the love of money is the root of all evil…” The more money or power obtained the more wanted. It’s a vicious cycle.
Now consider this, most people never achieve wealth and power and they realize they won’t. Yet those same desires of self prevail. They are manifested in other ways.

Some seek satisfaction of self through idols of: sexual lust; fornication, adultery, homosexuality; drugs or alcohol; job; talent; intelligence; family; good deeds, or____________!
There are probably more lost people in the world who worship “Good Deeds” more than any other idol. 

What is the idol of “Good Deeds”?

Anything a lost person does trying to work their way into heaven. Salvation is a free gift from God. There is no way anyone can work their way to heaven, yet that is exactly what the lost try to do!
Is there anyone who actually considers that they are vile and wicked? Didn’t even the evil despot Saddam Hussen consider himself to be a god ordained leader to further the cause of Islam?
No one claims to be wicked yet:  “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” Jeremiah 17:9
Why can’t lost man see the sins of self? (1st Corinthians 4:1-6)
Their sin blinds them!
Are they doomed to burn forever?

 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

Jesus is the Light that all might see. (John 1:1-4)
He is the Light of Life!
Naboth is killed
 “They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people.

13  And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died.

14  Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead.”
 1st Kings 21:12-14
Queen Jezebel probably cried out, “How dare Naboth defy King Ahab and me Queen Jezebel…gods on earth. Naboth got what he deserved. Let that be an example to all who would defy….me!”

Take time now to reflect, to consider your heart. What are your desires? If they are set on self: Are you any different than wicked King Ahab or Queen Jezebel?
 “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” Revelation 4:11
Are you living for God’s pleasure or your pleasure? Did you know that sin is all consuming? That sin left to its own devices brings death? (James 1:13-15)
Sin is a caldron full of burning fire…fire of misery, pain, loneliness, terror and it will consume all the lost in the lake of everlasting fire forever. Sin is its own punishment for it is death…fiery death of burning torment. (Romans 1:18-32)
When man denies God’s Lordship and worships the creature in any shape or style he is doomed to the lake of everlasting fire unless he REPENT…turn from denial to FAITH.
FAITH is in two parts: Belief and Surrender.
1. Believing Jesus is God that He came as Jesus to die for our sin: That His death is the propitiation, the atonement for our sins. His Blood washes our sins away.

“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1st John 2:2
 “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” Colossians 1:14

 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18
How do you believe? 

 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17

God’s Word brings Faith to the heart…it’s alive!

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12

God’s Word brings Faith …Truth to the heart and holds back satan and his demons …holds back sin from your heart and allows you to Choose or Reject Jesus Christ. We have the privilege of being created in God’s image. God is Spirit and we are spirit. Our spirit gives life to our soul-body.

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:63 
God has a personality. He has emotions. We have a soul… a personality…emotions: God was manifested in the flesh; the hypostatical union of God and man in Jesus Christ. Jesus walked this earth as we walk this earth in the frailty of the flesh. 

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews 4:15,16 
John R Rice explains it this way…..

“Jesus did not do any of His miracles, did not do any of His preaching, did not do any healing of the sick and raising of the dead, did not have any of His wisdom as the SON Of GOD. Not at all! Jesus did all of His ministry as a man filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 “Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,

22  And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” Luke 3:21,22
He had set aside His powers… He had no powers until He was baptized and the Holy Spirit descended on Him!!! …(From birth to 30 no power)

  “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:” Philippians 2:6, 7
And all the power that Jesus Christ used on earth, He used the power not of the second person of the trinity, but of the third person (the Holy Spirit)! Jesus did all of His work as a Spirit-filled man. How could He otherwise say, ‘Follow My example’?
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” John 14:12
 How could He come along and say to me, “I want you to go preach just as I did; have revivals, and lots of people saved, just as I did; only, of course, in the nature of the case, I had power you cannot have. I am the immaculate Son of God and you are not. Yet I want you to do what I did.” 

No, no, that would not be fair! When Jesus said, “Follow Me” He also said, I will get down to the level of mankind. You cannot get up to My plane; I can get down on yours. I am going to put myself down on your plane and I will take the same power you can have. I will use the same Bible you can preach from. 

I will be as tired as you are ever tired. I will be hated as you will be hated. I will have all the burdens that others will ever have.

 And I will come out victorious in the power of the Holy Spirit. You can have that same power too.  You see, Jesus came as the Son of man.”  

That’s how much power Jesus had….all the power of the Holy Spirit!!! This same power is for us. If we are Born Again: If we become God’s child. When we Believe we are to Surrender: ask Jesus to Save Us. 
2. Faith means believing and surrender: Surrender means you must give yourself to Jesus and let Him change you

“ Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2ND Corinthians 5:17
We are truly made in God’s image more, probably, than we will ever realize and we will exist somewhere for eternity. In heaven with Jesus if we CHOOSE to be Born Again: or in hell…the lake of everlasting fire if you reject Jesus Christ.
“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Matthew 16:24-26

Surrender is what must accompany belief in order to have Saving Faith. This surrender demands our life be given to Jesus for whatever He calls us. 

Excerpt From FOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRS  by John Foxe  describes   accounts of the torture of early Christians who Nero blamed for the burning of Rome of which he orchestrated. 
“Nero even refined upon cruelty, and contrived all manner of punishments for the Christians that the most infernal imagination could design. In particular, he had some sewed up in skins of wild beasts, and then worried by dogs until they expired; and others dressed in shirts made stiff with wax, fixed to axletrees, and set on fire in his gardens, in order to illuminate them. This persecution was general throughout the whole Roman Empire; but it rather increased than diminished the spirit of Christianity.” 
Surrender! Are you willing to give your life to Jesus? When you become God’s child He gives you Power to do whatever He asks you to do. Few of us will ever have to face execution for Jesus but all of us have to give our life to Jesus in order to have Him change us…to make us Born Again. Our spirit is dead to God and must have the new birth to be God’s child.
 When you ask God to come in your heart and save you; that is what He does. He reaches inside your heart, takes out the dead spirit, brings it out, and breathes life into it. Then you become Born Again. 
Do you want to surrender to Christ?  Do you want to be saved? All you have to do is ask Him.
  “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

       10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:9,10,13
Pray this prayer: ask Jesus to save you.
Lord Jesus: I am sinner and I know that without you I will perish forever in a sinner’s hell. With all my heart, I ask you to save me and take me to heaven when I die. I repent of denying you as my Lord and Savior and now accept you as my Lord and Savior. By faith I ask you to save me and by faith I thank you for saving me.

If you prayed this prayer, tell someone and unite with a Bible Believing Christ-centered church. 

NOW
How much power do we have as a New Christian in Christ????? 

That same power Jesus had as He walked on earth: When we walk in obedience!!! 

Jesus never repented…He was perfect… 2 Corinthians 5:21 “ For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
All he did was to Glorify the Father…complete obedience…Philippians 2:8  “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
and when we live this way ….Philippians 2:5  “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:… we too have all power to do all things.” 

Now Ahab and Jezebel seek to ‘enjoy the fruit’ of their sin
 “And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead.

16  And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.” 1st Kings 21:15,16
Does sin bring pleasure? Of course it does. This is why sin is so appealing: It brings pleasure. No doubt: Think about it. Sin’s enticement is the pleasure it brings. More to the point, sin is an escape from the drudgery of existence. Is our existence drudgery? Most certainly: Why is this? Because of sin! (Genesis 3:17-19) 
Isn’t that interesting; sin is responsible for our misery, yet we sin to find pleasure. That doesn’t make good sense does it? Why does sin seem so appealing? The evil one, satan, beguiles us: he is evil personified. The evil one beguiled: Eve, he beguiled Balaam, he beguiled Judas, and he tries to beguile all of us.
Why?
 “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:” Ephesians 2:2
This is his domain and he doesn’t want us here: he wants to kill us. The evil one, satan, hates us. But he hates God more; he wants to kill Him, in fact he tried at Calvary but Calvary destroyed him. 
 “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;” Hebrews 2:14
What does this mean to us, the saved? Everything! Calvary destroyed: satan, sin, death and Calvary paid for us to go to heaven: Paid for with the Blood of Jesus. 
King Ahab Reaps the Whirlwind.
 “And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

18  Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it.

19  And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.” 1st Kings 21:17-19
The dogs shall lick the blood of Naboth!!! God is just . God will not be mocked. If you mock God you will pay for your folly! 
The great preacher RG Lee wrote a wonderful sermon on this page of the Bible. He made the characters come to life. His sermon was called ‘Payday Someday’. There is a payday someday and know this: your sins will catch up with you and you will pay for all of them if you are lost. 
The more sin the more punishment. God’s judgment is inescapable. If you die in your sins lost you will face King Jesus and be judged for all of your sins and you will be forced to pay for your sins in the lake of everlasting fire. “…for the wages of sin is death” 
  “And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am wounded.

35  And the battle increased that day: and the king was stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at even: and the blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot.

36  And there went a proclamation throughout the host about the going down of the sun, saying, Every man to his city, and every man to his own country.

37  So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they buried the king in Samaria.
38  And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his armour; according unto the word of the LORD which he spake.” 1 Kings 22:34-38
There is a payday someday. King Ahab reaped the whirlwind. In God’s ordained system what you sow you reap and that is exactly what King Ahab received: his just reward. Evil…evil…evil all the days of his ruling his kingdom he committed evil. He was vile wicked. He cared for only himself. 
“and the dogs licked up his blood…”

Queen Jezebel Reaps the Whirlwind.

There was to be a payday someday for Queen Jezebel. 
  “And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.” 1 Kings 21:23
And some sixteen years later….
 “And in the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah.

30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.

31  And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master?

32  And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs.

33  And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot.

34  And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king's daughter.

35  And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands.

36  Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel:

37  And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.” 2 Kings 9:29-37
The wicked Jezebel was eaten by dogs and was dung on the field!!!

A fitting end for a wicked queen who sacrificed babies…stole …lied …murdered…committed atrocities. Jezebel was every bit as wicked as Hitler himself. She knew no boundaries to her evil. She lived entirely for herself. There was no atrocity she would not commit if it suited her wicked desire. Yes indeed, she was evil, as evil as satan himself. 
But consider this: Lost man is restrained by God… The Holy Spirit from being the complete wickedness he is… The Holy Spirit stops the lost from unleashing their wickedness on the world that will be unleashed during the tribulation, for the Holy Spirit will be removed. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-9) 
The Holy Spirit brings God’s love to all. It brings the Truth of the Gospel (John 3:16, John 17:17). Jesus died that all might be saved. He takes all the evil of the world and draws the lost to salvation (Proverbs 1:7). As lost man looks to God; He sends the Word of Faith to him showing how to be saved. Lost man is to repent… turn from his denial of God’s Lordship and surrender to God’s Lordship.
The evil one wants to kill you and take you to hell; he wants you to burn in your sins. Imagine a big cauldron of burning oil that never burns away and the more oil added the more intense the flame becomes. This cauldron is a picture of hell…the lake of everlasting fire. The more sin you bring to hell the hotter the flame that never burns away; torment for eternity. 

Right now you are to choose whose child you want to be: Either you choose to be God’s child or you are satan’s child (John 8:40-44). There is no other choice; you must choose God or satan. Who will you choose? If you choose God pray this prayer from your heart. 
Lord Jesus: I am sinner and I know that without you I will perish forever in a sinner’s hell. With all my heart, I ask you to save me and take me to heaven when I die. I repent of denying you as my Lord and Savior and now accept you as my Lord and Savior. By faith I ask you to save me and by faith I thank you for saving me.

It’s Not About Us; It’s About God!

Part II: To God’s Children

“ I AM THAT I AM…”
Have we the Church, the Bride of Christ’ forgotten that Christ is the reason we attend church. We are to worship God, not seek pleasure…entertainment or even solace for ourselves. We meet to worship God. Across America, across the world, worship for God is eroding from being God-centered to man-centered.
“Without realizing it we have, during the past century, bartered the Gospel for a substitute product which, though it looks similar enough in points of detail, it is as a whole a decidedly different item.  

It fails to make men God-centered in their thoughts and God-fearing in their hearts, because this is not primary what it is trying to do…it is too exclusively concerned to be helpful to man, to bring peace, comfort, happiness, satisfaction, and too little concerned to glorify God. 
The old Gospel…Its center of reference was unambiguously God. But in the new Gospel the center of reference is man” Excerpt from JL Packer’s ‘A Quest for Godliness’.

The Gospel proclaims salvation for all who come through the shed Blood of Jesus Christ. All have an opportunity to choose or reject Jesus Christ. This is God’s gift for all. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is all inclusive in that: it seeks us (John 6:44) for salvation, it prepares us for salvation (Romans 10:17), it saves us (Hebrews 4:12, 1st Peter 1:23, it holds us in salvation (John 17:17), and it tells us how to live out our salvation (Philippians 2:12).
The Church is falling from the fear and trembling and as we allow this to happen, replacing God’s Glory with our glory, power is lost! Fear and trembling are our words of yesterday; today’s words are; God wants to bless you!

We are blessed; Jesus blessed us eternally at Calvary, satan was vanquished (Hebrews 2:14), death was destroyed (1st Corinthians 15). What better blessing could any Christian desire from God?
Now ask yourself: Were we saved so God can bless us or are we blessed by being saved?

The purpose of our salvation is to glorify God. (Psalm 72:17-19, Psalm 103:1,2). When God is glorified, man is blessed! But today’s theology, today’s Gospel is man-centered, seeking glory for man. It is not done so obviously as to preclude God. It is done under the pretense of worship. Perhaps this statement will illustrate this premise. 
BE ALL YOU CAN FOR JESUS!

The statement, on the surface, seems to proclaim glory for Jesus. However, the scripture clearly teaches the theology of this statement:
LORD HELP ME, A WRETCHED SINNER SAVED BY GRACE TO SERVE YOU! 

Man is and can be nothing without God (John 15)

Man is to glorify God and we are blessed as we glorify God (1st Corinthians 1:26-31).
As we survey today’s church we find increasingly the church is man-centered not God-centered. How do we change? We need Revival: a touch from God. But what hinders revival? Christians living in sin!

Wow! This ought not to be (Romans 6:7): Yet across America, the world, Christians are openly living in sin. They say they are saved, washed by the Blood but their life shows no outward changes (II Corinthians 5:17).
What is wrong? Sin…Sin…Sin! 
Are they saved? Don’t know. They don’t act saved. And when you witness to them, preach to them, you see conviction in their eyes, their heart. They say Jesus is Lord. Are they saved? Don’t know. Who knows? God knows!

The Church is living in sin. It is man-centered not God-centered. It is as close to apostasy as the Church can be without being apostate. The Church has no power because of sin; sin robs the Church of power. Sin, guided by satan, confuses, beguiles Christians. Lifestyles of sin are accepted by many churches. 
What was considered sin yesterday is considered acceptable lifestyle today. Consider this verse in Proverbs and transcend it to your life:
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” Proverbs 20:1
Or
Cigarettes are a mocker tobacco dip is raging.

Fornication is a mocker adultery is raging.

Marijuana is a mocker illicit drugs are raging.

Laziness is a mocker apathy is raging.

Bitterness is a mocker unforgiveness is raging.

Love of money is a mocker overworking to be rich is raging
Cheating is a mocker stealing is raging.

Living as man and wife without marriage is a mocker homosexuality is raging. 

Gossiping is a mocker lying is raging.

Gluttony is a mocker overindulging is raging.

Racism is a mocker hatred of enemy is raging
Pride is a mocker self-actualization is raging. 

                           “…and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.”
III…Me…Me…Me…Mine…Mine…Mine!!!! 

It’s Not About Us; It’s About God!

What is it in your life that you are putting ahead of God?  What part of your life are you holding back from God? God knows!

Christian, God lives in you. This is power to you. But if you are living in sin you have lost power. When you give in to sin, doubt, unbelief come with it. This is a destructive tool of satan to tear down God’s Church. The Church should be powerful, yet the Church is in a state of helplessness. 
Sin causes God’s power in a Christian to dwindle and helplessness replaces it. Sin consumes a Christian often without their cognitive acknowledgment. “Wine is a mocker strong drink raging…” or it could be said Sin is a mocker…Sin’s Fire is raging! Sin is consuming it is a burning fire and as a Christian allows sin in their life, cognitively or not, the bondage of satan kicks in bringing helplessness. 
Today’s Church allows noble desires to be made idols. Many Christians are putting their families, jobs, talents, or dreams before God. Are you putting one of these idols before God?

This life we live is for the glory of God. It’s not about your family or your dreams, because nothing is yours, it is all God’s. Yet we are like the child who cries         “Mine…Mine…Mine!” 
Give your family to God for His glory and see how much better your family will do. See how much more power of God they will have to keep them from satan’s attacks. 

Does this mean the closer my family is to God the more protection we have from satan’s attacks?

That’s exactly what it means! You cannot show greater love for your family than to give then to God.

Now Christian, are you living in sin? Sometimes we are living in sin and we understand that according to God’s Word we are living in sin; yet we deny we are sinning! That doesn’t make sense does it? No it doesn’t, but consider how many Christians are living as man and wife that are not married and they justify their situation and say it is all right. Sin in any form precludes revival, precludes power in a Christian. 

At salvation we are changed and have power not to sin: Why then do we sin? When we are saved God reaches in our heart and brings out our dead spirit and breathes life into it. We then become Born Again. Our spirit is joined with God’s Spirit, (Romans 8:16) positionally our spirit is in heaven with God. God also baptizes our soul-body with the Holy Spirit.
 Being Born Again is unconditional, we did nothing (Ephesians 2:8,9); but the filling, the baptism of the Holy Spirit to our body-soul, flesh, is conditional on our obedience to God. Our flesh has a propensity for God. We have power to be free from sin (Romans 6:7); but if we sin we diminish this power. 
Why then do we sin?

The flesh, though filled with the Holy Spirit is corruptible; one day our carnal flesh will be incorruptible when we get our new bodies in heaven (2nd Corinthians 5:1-5). Until then we all have to deal with sin, because all during our life we have Learned to Sin.
Learned to Sin
From the day of our physical birth to the day of our spiritual birth, Born Again, we have learned to sin and our flesh remembers the pleasure of sin and tends to forget the pain of sin. 
For illustration purposes consider Jack; who at the age of nine was exposed to the world of drugs by his older brothers. Such is sin; one who sins wants others to sin with them. Jack was given marijuana and other drugs from the time he was nine to he was eighteen and encouraged to live a sexual promiscuous lifestyle. Once he reached eighteen he had to provide his own drugs, which led him into thievery and consequently incarceration. 
Sin is a downward spiral, it doesn’t get better, and it only gets worse. As Jack continued in his life of drugs and crime he eventually was arrested for his crimes and sent to prison.
Who is responsible for Jack’s actions? Jack of course. Were there extenuating circumstances?  Yes, there are usually extenuating circumstances involved in the sins of the flesh. Such is the world ruled by satan (Ephesians 2:2); he is an insatiable monster seeking all he can devour (John 10:10, 1st Peter 5:8).

Jack, while incarcerated, was troubled, very troubled. Through this turmoil he looked up to God for help (Proverbs 1:7) and in response to his call, God sent the Word to him through a preacher and with an open heart receiving the Word of God Jack accepted Jesus into his heart, he was saved. 

Jack is now a new creature in Christ; moreover, he has power to live for Jesus and to be free from sin (Romans 6:7). He asks God to take the desire for drugs from him and God does. Soon after his salvation Jack is released form prison and he determines in his heart to live for Jesus. Upon release he quickly finds a job and a church; he is at peace, he is happy in Jesus. 

Making friends for Jack is a little awkward. Previously, his friends were found through his drug usage, without drugs he is insecure, shy and even intimated. At work he had been talking a little each day with a young lady named Mary. As their friendliness grew they began to eat lunch together and then they started dating. Soon, Mary invited Jack to her apartment and their relationship became one of sexual intimacy. Neither acknowledged sexual intimacy outside of marriage as being sin; they had accepted this lifestyle as normal. They had ‘Learned to Sin’ when young.  

Mary also had been introduced to marijuana at an early age and was still an active user, consequently she smoked around Jack. She was aware of Jack’s previous marijuana usage and its part in his incarceration; nevertheless, she would still offer the drug to Jack. At first, Jack steadfastly resisted the drug for he knew what the long term effect of drug usage would do to him. As their relationship grew Jack moved into Mary’s apartment and as time went on he began to feel secure and confident. Through this ‘confidence’ he felt in control, he thought maybe he could use marijuana once in a while. 

Jack couldn’t handle the drug; God had given him the power to come off the drug. Now through his life style of open sin he has diminished God’s power in his life. Jack had turned from God not consciously; but nevertheless, he had turned form God.  Two weeks after his turning again to the drug, Jack is caught smoking marijuana at work and is fired. Two more weeks pass, and Mary kicks Jack out of her apartment, he has no money. 

Then Jack starts back in his old ways of thievery and two months later he is back in prison: This time for an extended period. Jack had Learned to Sin, his flesh still remembers the ‘fleshpots of Egypt’, the pleasure of sin and it is beguiled by satan to forget the pain of sin. 

Drugs, sex, anger, bitterness, guilt: whatever the sins we have learned; we must train our flesh to change from this trap of the flesh, the world, and satan. The world is satan’s domain and he attacks our flesh continually with all the sin the world has to offer. Through his attacks of temptation and beguiling, he seeks to destroy us by lighting the fires of Learned Sin. As a Christian we are to analyze our thoughts, our desires, our emotions and bring them to God (2nd Corinthians 10:5).

***

Learned Sin manifests itself in various cognitions and actions. We have just considered drugs and promiscuous behavior, now let’s consider anger or bitterness. If anger or bitterness is covered keep inside and suppressed, will it cause problems? Anger or bitterness not given to God is sin and sin open or hidden in a Christian brings detrimental effects (Ephesians 4:26). 

Holding anger or bitterness not given to God creates stress in the body and this stress can cause a multitude of problems for the body. Stress greatly increases the probability of heart problems, stomach problems, and opens the door for mental maladies such as depression or anxiety. Even though chemical imbalances are responsible for many mental maladies, sin heightens the intensity of the problem. 
Sin is a consuming fire and destroys everything it touches. When sin is kept inside the body it grows and smolders waiting to consume whatever it can. You can’t see the sin inside the body but you can see the results of sin. 

Why do people hang on to anger or bitterness?

Because: they fell justified to be angry.  In fact, the feeling is they are obligated to be angry, somehow the anger is justified punishment for the perceived wrong. 

The sin of anger is so consuming that it creates an illusion in a person that if they stop feeling their anger or bitterness they are saying that whatever perceived wrong has angered them is of no consequence. This faulty cognitive process keeps the sin of anger alive. God’s children, Christians, are to forgive (Matthew 6:14,15; 18:21-35). Forgiving is not saying that the wrong done is OK. Forgiving is loving even though wrong was done. This power to forgive is not in us, it comes from God. The closer the relationship with God the easier it is to forgive. Without a close relationship with God the power to forgive those hurtful episodes in our lives is not there. Some of us have experienced tragedy, terrible wrongs done to us and have yet to see justice administered or repentance offered.  You must forgive those who are responsible, if not you are the one who will suffer. Sin is all consuming! No matter what evil has been done to you, you must forgive. If you do not forgive the evil they did is still alive in you and you will have no peace until you forgive. God will enable you to do this if you ask Him and while you are asking Him for the power to forgive, ask Him for the power to forgive yourself. 

Learned Sin is a lifestyle of sin that has to be changed by the Blood of Jesus. As a Christian we are to continually examine out lives for sin and sin traits and then bring them to God (Psalm 139:23,24). If your life is troubled, no peace; go to God with these verses. Ask God to reveal Learned Sin in your life and be free from the bondage of sin. 

Ask yourself this question: Do I have sin in my life? Invariably the answer of course is yes, we all sin. Yet what we are trying to find is that sin that has put a barrier between God and us. Often we don’t allow ourselves to acknowledge sin in our lives and one of the major sins we find is bitterness and unforgiveness. Bitterness and unforgiveness will bring pain and misery…depression (Proverbs 12:25).

As you search your thoughts, your heart for sin and you find bitterness, explore it. When did it start? What or Who caused it? Who else was involved in it? Is your anger or bitterness worse as times goes by? Ask God to show you why you can’t let it go; satan wants to keep you in bondage with this evil, this bitterness and he will give you thoughts like this:

1. You can’t forgive him or her: it was terrible what they did to you. It has scarred you emotionally for life.

2. If you forgive him or her it’s wrong. They did wrong and it’s wrong for you to let it go.

3. He or she never said they were sorry; they don’t care how much they hurt you. They don’t deserve forgiveness.

4. It’s just not right what they did. It’s not fair; I can’t forgive them.

This is what satan says and more; he wants you to stay in bondage, stay depressed. 

One bitterness may be hiding another bitterness. Sometimes you are aware you are bitter towards perhaps your husband or wife. You resent them and are bitter towards them without them ever knowing it. However, in actuality, the bitterness, the root of it, has its genesis in your childhood. You fill in the blanks: __________       

_______________ __________________  ________________. Who or what in your past caused you to be bitter and now you are focusing this bitterness on others?

You can’t unravel this convoluted state without God’s help. In order to have God’s help though, you have to be willing to forgive. Pray and ask God to help you, when you do: Oh what joy will come when you are rid of the cancer of bitterness that lies within, eating away at you day by day; robbing you of God’s love, joy, and peace. 

Because we have Learned to Sin: We don’t always see the correlation between our lifestyle and sin. We defend our behavior, we justify our behavior. What we learn in our childhood, our adolescence and our adult years become patterns for life: Paradigms we live by. Paradigms of behavior follow us and if they are full of sin, sin which we don’t acknowledge, it cripples us and holds us in bondage. In life we often become trapped by our paradigms of learned sin. We know nothing different and the paradigm becomes normal to us. What we have to do is examine our lives with God’s Word (Psalm 119:11, Psalm 119:105, Psalm 51:2,3,10, 1st John 1:9).

Consider this whimsical illustration: 

A preacher and his wife were traveling through the Blue Ridge Mountains. They were taking a much needed vacation driving leisurely, enjoying the breathtaking view. The wife noticed they were approaching a gas station and took a casual glance at the gas tank gauge observing it registered low.
 “Honey”, she asked, “Shouldn’t you stop and get some gas?” To which the preacher replied, “Oh we have plenty of gas to get through the mountains.”
As they drove on the wife dozed off and the miles went by: The preacher steadily enjoying the panoramic view of the mountains. The setting sun and the soon coming of darkness triggered a thought in the preacher about gas. The tank was dangerously low and no gas station in site. The preacher began to pray furiously, “Oh Lord please help me, please help me to find a gas station”. He didn’t want to run out of gas and he especially didn’t want his wife to scold him and tell him, “I told you to stop and get gas”.

More miles passed and still not a gas station in sight; but then, miraculously an old country store with one old pump appeared. The preacher stopped the car and went inside the store and asked for gas.

The aging mountain man slowly walked outside to fill the gas tank and the preacher followed him smiling and said, “Yes sir, it’s great to be alive!”

And he asked the mountain man. “Isn’t it great to be alive?” To which the aging mountain man replied, “I don’t know. I’ve never been anything else but alive!”

Step out of your box: consider what you don’t know, or what you are not aware of. What needs to be changed in your life? Are episodic events in your past holding you in bondage? Is your Learned to Sin flesh crippled? Claim victory in Jesus: 1st John 5:4,5 and Learn to Change!
Learned to Change
How do we learn to change?  Through Jesus, He is our Way, Life, Truth, and Change. He is the power in us to be like Him. It is an ongoing process called sanctification, which starts when we are saved, continues on while we live, and to when we die. Then our sanctification is complete and we, at the rapture will get our glorified bodies. 
Salvation is: we are saved; we are being saved, and we will be saved. Justification: just as if we never sinned (Galatians 2:16-21). Sanctification: becoming like Him, climbing the stairs of spirituality (2nd Thessalonians 2:13). Glorification: we become perfect; body, soul, spirit; perfect, one with God (Romans 8:30). Complete as the Bride of Christ at the Marriage Supper. 
Learning to Change is a daily process of surrender for the Christian (Romans 12:1,2). It requires absolute surrender: It means: that no part of our life’s active desires are held from God. We ask God to come inside us and change us completely; 100% surrender.  
How do we start? By a very critical self-examination of our thoughts and desires of our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Psalm 139:23,24).

This self-examination is done with praying and reading the scriptures. It may very well necessitate praying for several hours to find what is in us that is displeasing to God. It may take several days of crying out to God for His mercy (Psalm 61:1-3).

Why do we have to pray so long? Doesn’t God want to show us our sin?
Most defiantly, God wants us to know our sin. In fact, if we were concerned about our sin in the past, we wouldn’t be troubled as we are. God wants His children to stay with Him 24-7 (1st Thessalonians 5:17). When we stay close to God we know our sin. It’s when we drift from God our problems start (James 4:7). 
When we wallow in our sin, hit bottom, and look up to God; we want help and we want it now! However, God wants to keep our attention. He wants us to forever remember what it is to be away from God and in this process of crying out to God: we grow, we learn to change, we learn that with God we can do all things, without God we can do nothing. We need to stay in prayer. We need to stay in His Word (Jeremiah 15:16).
Consider this illustration from John Roger: In the 1620s John Roger bore down on 500 hearers for neglecting the Bible.
He personates God to the people, telling them, ‘Well I have trusted you so long with my Bible…it lies in such and such houses all covered with dust and cobwebs; you care not to listen to it. Do you use my Bible so? Well, you shall have my Bible no longer.’ And he takes up the Bible from his cushion, and seemed as if he were going away with it and carrying it from them, but immediately turns again and personates the people to God, falls down on his knees, cries and pleads most earnestly. 
‘Lord, whatever thou dost to us, take not thy Bible from us; kill our children, burn our houses, destroy our goods, only spare us thy Bible, take not away thy Bible.’ And then he personates God again to the people: Say you so? Well I will try you a while longer; and here is my Bible for you, I will see how you use it, whether you will love it more…observe it more…practice it more, and live more according to it.’
500 people broke into tears…one man, when he got out hung on to the neck of his horse weeping for 15 minutes before he could mount his horse.

God is tired of His children living for themselves; he wants us to live for Him. This is why we are left here on earth to willingly bring Him glory not willingly seeking our glory.
It’s not about us: It’s about God!

We can experience Learned to Change as we follow Paul’s footsteps. Let’s look at the warring of the flesh (Romans 7:14-25). This set of scriptures has proven to be the subject of numerous commentaries to which, many diverse thoughts and opinions have been birthed from these verses.  With prayerful study we see in these verses three Truths:

1. The Law, though good, cannot save. There is no power in the Law to change man. The Law shows man his wretched state that he is in need of a Savior. The Law, though good, brings death to all and that all who live under the Law are in bondage to sin.

2. That if a man becomes saved and continues to live under the Law, tries to honor God’s commands through his own power, he is doomed to fail. Man, saved or lost, cannot produce good works outside of the power of the Holy Spirit. This is the major work of satan in a Christian, that is, to keep us working under the Law, in the flesh, using the power of, ‘III’. There is no power in the flesh, the flesh wars against the spirit. It seeks self-edification and the Spirit glorifies the Father. The flesh is defeat and death! The Spirit is victory and eternal life.

3.  We are to learn to change through Christ. His power living inside us; cleansing, guiding, and conforming us. As we, the saved, acknowledge that the flesh is carnal and must be subjected to God’s power, we have victory. Our ‘Old Man’ of Romans 6 is crucified, dead with Christ. We are no longer a slave to sin. Yet, our flesh still desires sin, for it is carnal, it needs to be changed…sanctified. This is done when we surrender it to Christ daily (1st Corinthians 9:27) and it must be done continuously, daily. There is no power in the flesh. There is power when the flesh is surrendered to Christ. Then Jesus allows us to have Freedom From Bondage, Freedom From Condemnation (Romans 8:1). 
Have you experienced: Learned to Changed?

Are you walking in the Spirit or are you in shackles and bondage of flesh: The ‘Old Man’ chained to you? Roman law, though ruthless was very practical. A man converted of killing another man would be sentenced to be chained to the man he killed. The corpse would be chained on his back. Wherever he went, the corpse of the dead man went with him. When he went to eat, so did the dead man. When he went to sleep, so did the dead man. Wherever he went, the dead man went.
What a situation, dead body…stinking…rotting on his back. Quite a hideous form of punishment!
But actually this is very descriptive of what we do when we are saved and live according to the flesh…the law
There is no power in the Law

There is no power in the flesh

There is power in the Spirit

And they do not mix!!! (Galatians 5:16-18)

The flesh lusts against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh!

In order to change you must lay aside the flesh…recon it dead…crucify the flesh and its desires by God’s Power. Be set free from the bondage of flesh. Flesh is bondage. Are you living in the flesh or in the Spirit? Consider the illustration of the brown suitcase.
Jane has worked hard since being saved to stop sinning. It has been a real struggle, a continual battle. She is a proponent of self-discipline and believes it is every Christian’s responsibility to tow the line. However, Jane finds a weakness at oft times, a weakness in her self-discipline. In the time of weakness she goes to her closet, opens the door, and finds, up on the highest shelf hidden from view, a brown suitcase.

Jane looks around, makes sure she is alone, and secretively retrieves the brown suitcase. In her seclusiveness, she sets the brown suitcase on the table, opens it, pulls out sin, and begins to indulge the flesh. After satisfying the yearning of the flesh, Jane secretively replaces the suitcase and acts as though nothing has happened. 
What was in the brown suitcase?  You name it!

The flesh has no power, self-discipline will bring you to sin; The Spirit of Christ is your power.

***

When Jesus went to Lazarus’ tomb to raise him from the dead, he said, “Remove the stone”. They told Him. “Lord he has been dead four days, he stinketh!”

Jesus prays and He says, “Lazarus come forth”, and out he comes bound in grave clothes. Now Lazarus is out, he is alive, Jesus gave him life. He is walking, but he stinketh!

You see Lazarus was wearing the clothes of death, they symbolize death. They smelled like death. They stinketh of death.

Christians are you wearing grave clothes? Do you stinketh? If you are living in the flesh you stinketh. You are wearing grave clothes, you are walking around with a dead man on your back, you stinketh.

 How do you expect to have Freedom From Bondage of sin?
How do you expect to Learn to Change…you stinketh!!!

Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him go”.

And Jesus tells you:

Loose the graves clothes.

Loose the dead man.

Loose the law.

Loose the Flesh.

And put on Jesus Christ!

You too, as Lazarus was, are alive. Christ has given you new birth. Take off your grave clothes and live for Jesus (Romans 8:1) and be a Christian who has:
LEARNED TO CHANGE.

Learned to be Content

How does the Christian learn to progress from: Learned to Sin to Learned to Change to Learned to be Content?
Consider this illustration of a raging river and our task is to navigate upriver in a boat. It will take some doing.

First, we are a Christian attempting to navigate upriver in a rowboat. Quite an ordeal, nevertheless, as a Christian we often attempt great things for the Lord and our Christian here in this illustration is a good example of a Christian attempting great things for God.
Now a rowboat has been around for a long time, rowboats have provided food and substance for many a family and a rowboat in the hands of a skilled mariner can indeed navigate difficult waters.

As our Christian, full of good intentions, desiring to serve God enters the rowboat, and the task begins. With determination and vigor our Christian friend rows: Undaunted by the strong current, slowly but steadily the rowboat moves up the river. 
Wow! It’s moving and yes we can accomplish great works as we determine in our hearts to accomplish something for God. This God ordained world system honors effort. If you do something there is a result of that effort and our Christian friend is experiencing the reward of his effort, the rowboat is moving upriver.

In our life we can identify with the rowboat Christian for oft times we attempt great things for God. We, perhaps, become stirred to service during Sunday morning sermons and decide we need to become an active Christian and well we should. 
Now let’s check on our rowboat Christian. After an hour of rowing with success it appears that our Christian friend is slowing. The rowboat is still moving, but very slowly: What’s happening? Our Christian friend is tired. Phew! Phew! No strength left. Now each pull of the oars seem heavier than the last. The vision, the vigor of an hour ago is gone.
 What’s left? Hopelessness: despair, what to do! After another fifteen minutes our Christian friend collapses and cries, “I have to rest” and rest is taken. Now, after a brief rest, our Christian friend starts back ready to row. But alas, as the surroundings are surveyed it’s discovered that our Christian friend is right back at the beginning, matter of fact, actually, a little ground has been lost. 
What happened? There is no power in the flesh. As we identify with our Christian friend we realize many times we attempt to live a holy righteous life with God and fail miserably. We try to stop drugs, alcohol, smoking, lustful thoughts, selfishness, jealousy, bitterness, and we fail miserably. Why? What’s happened? 
We can’t do it; God has to do it (John 15:5).

We try hard to be good by our own will power, we ask God to help, yet we think we are the power to make it happen. That’s a lie from satan, we can’t do it. God does it in us: we have to surrender the flesh to God to let the Holy Spirit change us.

There is no power in the flesh. The flesh is doomed to fail. Christian it is confusion to live in the flesh; you have been set free from the flesh and sin (Romans 6:6; 8:16).  Is the rowboat Christian saved? Living in the flesh is not evidence of salvation; living in the Spirit is evidence of salvation.

Next let’s consider another Christian friend attempting to navigate upriver; this time it will be done in a sailboat. This Christian is showing sense. There is no power in the flesh but there is power in the wind. What the body can’t do for it is week the mind can do by being smart…capture the wind …capture the power.
Now our skilled Christian sailor deliberately and methodically enters the sailboat, checks all the equipment, pulls up the sail, and takes off. Wow! No current can stop the sailboat, it’s moving, moving with power. Our Christian friend is enjoying the journey, it requires little personal effort, the wind is producing the power.

Wise is the Christian who realizes God produces the power and we are to be willing vessels to let God work through us (1s Corinthians 9:27). The Journey upriver is pretty and as our Christian friend takes in the sights, focus is interrupted. The cognitions of the mind are diverted; they are not on the wind, the power. 
Suddenly the wind changes directions and our Christian friend absorbed in personal thought, is unaware. The sails sink, the boat stops. The Christian sailor hurriedly attempts to catch the wind, the power.
 Several minutes lapse before control of the sailboat is regained. The wind is captured, the power found, but alas the sailboat is almost back from where it started. 
What happened?

We too are like the sailboat Christian. Perhaps we attend a revival and realize we haven’t been living with the power of the Holy Spirit. We knew we should but somewhere we got caught up living for ourselves and have stepped away from God’s power. The revival fires us up with the Holy Spirit power and again we attempt great things for God. Our desire is real, our power is real, we are focused, we are dedicated, we know God is the power, and we are moving in God’s power. 
Then…the world distracts us. The world comes in many guises: job, hobbies, family, enemies, and more. When the world under satan’s power is thrown at us, we fall unless our life is totally 100% surrendered to God (Romans 12:1). The evil one is crafty (1st Peter 5:8) he waits for an opportune time and then attacks in an area of our life that is not surrendered and we fall. It is incumbent on us to search out our weak areas of our flesh (Psalm 139:23,24). And call upon God for His power to have victory (Jeremiah 33:3) over the distractions of the world. 
The prince of the world (Ephesians 2:2; John 12:31; 14:30) uses the world to keep you in bondage. Recognize this and cry out to God for His power of deliverance. Do it daily until you have deliverance, keep going to God for His power so you can keep the power. 

Now we come to the steamboat Christian. Doesn’t that sound powerful? As we visualize a steamboat we see a big boat with a paddle wheel churning up the water. The captain, the steamboat Christian, is experienced, knowledgeable of the river the troublesome areas, the areas were the surroundings cause problems.

Our steamboat Christian walks around the steamboat with learned confidence. Not self-confidence. But confidence that comes from a life experiencing the power of the steamboat, for the steamboat has power. 

The task is to bring the steamboat upriver against a raging current. The captain can’t do it, the steamboat can’t do it, put the power generated from the fire of the wood heating the water making steam can. The steamboat Christian opens the power valve, whoosh! Instantly moves upriver with power, unstoppable power. Nothing stops it, onward it moves upriver, never tiring, never weak, moving in power. Steady it moves undaunted by anything; straight it moves, when needed it moves to the left if some obstacle or obstruction appears, sometimes it moves to the right to allow for the current, and occasionally it stops if needed, perhaps to allow a small rowboat to go by. But the steamboat Christian is always victorious through the power.
Now what’s happening?

Power!!! Power!!! Whose power? God’s Power and when God’s Power is used it is undaunted.

The steamboat is powered by steam, steam produced as the wood is burned heating the water producing steam. The fire symbolizes the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4): The water symbolizes the Word of God (Ephesians 5:26). God the Holy Spirit makes the Word of God alive in our lives (Hebrews 4:12). The Word of God is all powerful, The Word of God created everything (John 1:1-5). The Word of God is Truth (John 17:17). When we live by God’s Power; God in us, the Word in us, the Holy Spirit in us (1st John 5:7): We live in victory (1st John 5:4,5).

As a steamboat Christian captain all we do is pilot the boat, God is the power. God says forward, we move forward; God says go left, we without hesitation move to the left, avoiding a tribulation, an interruption in our peaceful life. We turn right in obedience as God commands, and then we lead someone to the Lord. We stop to rest and God’s Power holds us in place, never losing ground because God commanded. Even if God tells us to backup, it’s for a reason, to learn, to pick up more water and fire…more knowledge and training, learning to trust God even when we don’t understand.
The steamboat backed up because the riverbed had changed. It was too shallow and the boat would have gone aground and ruined for service. The Christian back up because sometimes we have to learn humility, we have to learn to trust God no matter what. To learn God takes bad and makes good. To us what seems like backing up, with God, it is actually moving forward in His predetermined will (Romans 8:28-30).
Power…God’s Power! Holy Spirit Power! Word of God Power! Power of a Surrendered Christian!

A steamboat Christian has learned to be content (Philippians 4:11). Have you? Surrender to God’s will in your life and let God work through you and hate sin (Romans 6:11-14).  Learning is a process and God’s school is where we obtain this knowledge. All Christians are in God’s school and will be till God brings us home.
What grade are you in? Are you still in kindergarten? (1st Corinthians 3:1-4) Or are you in high school or college? A contented Christian has a hunger and thirst for God. What do you hunger and thirst for? (Matthew 5:6) A Learned to be Content Christian has learned that God is the power for contentment. Learned to be Content Christians say, “I trust God no matter what” (Job 13:15). Learning to be content is freedom (John 8:36).
A Christian has learned to be content when satan attacks, knocks you down, and you smile and say, “satan by the Blood of Jesus Christ I rebuke you, get out of here” (Revelation 20:10; Hebrews 2:14; John 16:11). God then lifts you up, dusts you off, tends your wounds, deals with whatever storm is about, lifts you to a higher plane of sanctification… you climb the stairs of spirituality and God says to you, “Well done thy good and faithful servant”.
The Christian conquers the Learned to Sin life by the Blood of Jesus and the Christian achieves Learned to Change by the Word of God and progresses to Learned to be Content by the Holy Spirit.
It is a process for all of us to come through. Analyze your life by asking God to search your inner depths (Proverbs 20:27). The Christian is to leave the past and live for Christ (Philippians 3:11-16). Are you pressing towards the mark of the prize of God through Christ Jesus? Have you learned to be content?

In closing consider this illustration:

Team sports interest most of us; many of us are football fans. As we watch a football game our emotions are stirred, we become excited and root for our team. We might be in the stadium or even at home but to us it is as if we are playing the game. We almost feel the tackles, the euphoria of making a touchdown, or perhaps the despair of missing a field goal. The game is part of us!

And consider our great country, America. It seems most times we are a divided country; Democrats say this, Republicans say that. But, if some foreign power attacks again on our land…How dare they!!! But if they do: America will rally together to unite into an undivided unconquered nation; mighty to defeat any enemy who dared to raise their hand against us. When America is attacked there will be unity for we are the United States of America, one nation under God. 

Now, a step closer, consider our families. We live and breathe for our family. Our lives revolve around our family. If our children hurt, we hurt. If our husband or wife is unhappy, we are unhappy. We love our family. We can even be upset with our family and even complain about our husband, wife, or children, but if someone else says something derogatory about them, ‘Katie bar the door’. Look out; for we are coming after them. Our families are ours! We are close; we love each other. We will fight and die for each other. Blood is Blood!
But Christian, consider this: Are you not a member of God’s Church; The Body of Christ; of the Royal Priesthood; is not Christ in us and us in Him?
 (Colossians 2:24; Ephesians 2:19-22, 5:22-33; Romans 12; 1st Corinthians 12:13;1st Peter 2:9; John 14:19-21,15:1-7).
IS NOT BLOOD…BLOOD?
Are we not one with Christ through His Blood? (Colossians 1:14)

Not our blood His Blood; The Blood of Jesus Christ on the Mercy Seat in heaven forever bearing witness of the Love of God (John 3:16): That great sacrificial love of God that through His Son’s death brought us eternal life. His Blood covering us bringing life eternal and when we get our glorified body His Blood will be our Blood (1st Corinthian 15:50-58; Hebrews 9:11-28). Through His Blood we are one with Christ; we are God’s children (Isaiah 1:18; Romans 8:16).
And if all this is true…and it is… “Let God be true but every man a liar” (Romans 3:4). Then we are God’s Team and as a member of God’s Team; we are to get excited; we are to get into the game, no matter how old or how young, we all have a part. No part better than the other for all parts make up the whole.
We are Team God!!!  Get excited!!!  Do Something for Jesus!!!
This life we live is not about us; It’s About God!!!
It’s Not about Us; It’s about God
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