I Am A God

Ezekiel 28:1,2   “The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,  
 2Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:” 
This scripture is directed to the King of Tyre and it is indeed poignant as it declares his self-centeredness. It is also indicative of the lost, for their heart is set on nothing but themselves. Moreover, as we continue in this set of scripture, we will find that this scripture is actually descriptive and definitive of none other than the wicked one…lucifer…satan.


Ezekiel 28:14,15   “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.  
 15Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.”

What was the iniquity found in him? …Self-centeredness…living for me…me…me! All sin originates here, putting self before God. Man is born a sinner, for in Adam we all sin. Our natural desires are centered on self; this is why we are doomed to hell…we only live for self. The scriptures tell us in Psalms 53 and Romans 3 that there is none who seek or understand God.
 Mankind is blinded by his natural desire to satisfy self, there is no power in him to seek God yet alone repent. It is impossible for lost men to save themselves for they live for self. Consider Mark 10:17-27:



Mark 10:17 - 18   “And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?  18And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.”
Note the eagerness with which the man pursues Jesus, he is most intent on finding the way of salvation. He is consumed with this thought, he must have salvation; whatever he has to do, he appears to be most willing to do. There is seemingly nothing that will stop his quest for salvation, he is indeed most earnest. 
Lost man appears to be constantly searching for the Truth, for salvation. He yearns with his every fiber for Truth; he appears single-minded in his quest. One has but to look at the many religions of the world to see this desire of man. He is searching in his way for Truth. 
He searches with what he has and what he has is love of self. In this love every religion that he pursues will be tailored to this conception. Man can only seek that which satisfies self and as he seeks glory for self that indeed is exactly what he will find. 
The world’s religions are full of well meaning people. They do many good deeds and appear to exist for the good of mankind. However, at the very crux of their doctrine is self-actualization; the religion exists for man to glorify himself. This may not readily be seen but as one surveys the motive and intent of the members of the various world’s religions, truth is seen and the truth will be man is doing something in his power to bring salvation to himself.
 He is seeking salvation based on his works rather than the shed Blood of Jesus Christ. All religions of the world center on ‘Works’ that is man accomplishing salvation through his merits. The Bible tells us there is none righteous or that seek or understand God; how then, could man ever expect to obtain righteousness in his own power? It is impossible!
In verse 18 Jesus asks a curious question “…why callest thou me good? Why do you suppose Jesus asked this question? He asked the question because he knew the man’s heart. He knew that the man did not suppose Jesus to be God…God in the flesh. God knows the heart, its every intent. God goes to every heart bringing Truth…Power to change from living for self to living for God. There is nothing in man that allows this; this is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit draws man to salvation. Unless the Holy Spirit does this work there can be no salvation. Yet lost man is continually seeking his salvation through his works. He is beguiled by the wicked one, satan who himself is seeking his own salvation based on his works. Perhaps this appears to be a strange comparison: comparing satan’s evil works to that of a seemingly God fearing man seeking to please God through his works; nevertheless they are indeed corrupt and wicked for they have their origin in the desire to glorify self. 
There is no difference in lost man’s heart and the heart of satan; however, lost man lives in this world and this world, though satan’s domain is ordained by God to follow His parameters. In this world system the Holy Spirit inhibits lost man from degrading to the total depravity of satan himself. The Holy Spirit restrains man from his own wicked desires and draws him to salvation. Without the work of the Holy Spirit lost man would exist in total anarchy, which is what will prevail during much of the Tribulation. 
Lost man is compelled to satisfy self and is through this process that he creates laws, traditions, and formalities to gain his salvation based on his merits. 


Mark 10:19,20   “Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.  20And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.”

 
Jesus presents the Law to the man declaring to him to be saved he must obey these and in response the man assures Jesus he has always kept the Law. The Law was to show man he was a sinner; to declare to him that he was doomed without the shed Blood of Jesus, for the Law is impossible to keep. The law is summed in: 

Deuteronomy 6:4 - 6   “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:  5And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  6And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:”
  A heart that lives for self can never do this for it loves self more than God. This is what lost man must see: that is, he loves self more than God and because of this he is doomed to hell for eternity. Again consider, lost man will gravitate to the total depravity of satan unless it is held by the Holy Spirit. 
This protection…drawing of the Holy Spirit ceases when man leaves the seen world and enters into the spiritual world and this happens at death. At death each entity, person will stand alone, in his own merits. He will face his judge, Jesus, and be judged for every transgression of the Law which includes the transgressions of our thoughts!

As lost man appears before King Jesus he has but to love Him with his heart, soul, and mind to be spared the pains of an eternal death in hell, yet he cannot for there is no love in him. Love comes from only God and there is no part of God in lost man for he has rejected God. 
God came to him as he lived with His love drawing him to salvation, yet he continually rejected this love of Jesus because he wanted only to satisfy self. Remember, lost man is born a sinner; he is born with a natural desire to satisfy self and no one else. It is to this desire that he exists. But God in his infinite love for man died that we might live forever with Him. He shed His Blood at Calvary to wash away the evil desire of self in man. 
Jesus comes to every heart and knocks on the door, He calls us to let Him in and as we let Him in His Word fills us with His Love…real Love…Love from God. It is by this Love that comes from His Word, that brings Faith the vehicle of His Grace…, His Love which proclaims to man: 
Let me change you to my child, invite me into your heart and I will change you. I will give you eternal life. I will make you Born Again, I will make you my child. Your part in this is simply to Repent, realize that you have lived for self and that now you are willing to turn from self to Me…to let Me change you. You will no longer be you, independent of Me, you will become part of Me and will never be separate from Me. You will be mine forever more. 

This is how man obtains eternal life…salvation. He does nothing and God does everything. When God comes to the heart man realizes that in order to be saved he must surrender every thing he is or wants to be to God and in exchange for this he will live forever with Jesus. Some men say NO! I don’t want to lose me, I want to me. I will pray to God, to good deeds for Him, even give money to His churches, but I still want to be me! This is the sin that sins man to hell:


Matthew 12:31,32    “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  
 32And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”
  If man wants to remain as he is, he can: God does not make anyone accept salvation. If God made us change, made us to be saved, then we would not be real, we would be robots. God has made us real, in His image and we will exist somewhere forever. If we surrender our self to Jesus we will live forever with Him in heaven. If we reject the visitation of the Holy Spirit, if we say I will not give up who I am, we will die and spend eternity in hell.
 Hell is where all those who want to be independent of God go and where they pay for their disobedience to God. This is where their sins burn them forever. The more sin in their life, the hotter the fire that burns forever. God doesn’t want anyone to burn in hell, hell was not created for man; God loves us and wants all to be saved:

Mark 10:21,22  “Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.  22And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.”
Jesus knew the man, knew he was lost, yet He loved him. That means that God loves all of us. He knows which of us are saved and which of us are lost, yet He loves all of us. He died for all of us and He wants all of us to be saved. Why? Because God is Love! Without God there is no love, with God there is love. Man thinks he understands love but without Jesus man loves only himself and his wicked desires will be what he lives for. 

Man glorifies God when he gives himself to God. This is what God wants from each of us: He wants us! God loves us so much that he will not share us with anyone, not even ourselves. God was willing to do anything to get us; in fact He did: He died for us! 


John 3:16   “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

  

The man in the scripture was rich and Jesus knew it and He also knew the man loved his riches more than Him. How sad how things hold lost man in bondage. However, things, or riches in this case, are only emblematic of the underlying symptom of satisfying self. The same need that satan has, the need that causes him to say I Am A God!
Man in his infinite need to satisfy self will seek this self satisfaction any way he can. All the while he is doing this, satan is beguiling him to think that he is seeking to do good deeds. Good deeds keep lost man in darkness, it causes him to be blinded.


2 Corinthians 4:3   “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

The wicked one encourages man to believe in God, even satan and his demons believe. However, satan wants man to be like him, live for self, rebel from God, and eventually, he hopes, to overrule God. 
The wicked one hates God and tries to rob God of His glory at our expense continually. Man does not realize that he actually is a puppet in satan’s hands doing his bidding. Man thinks he is living for self, yet in actuality he is performing the desires of satan.   

  God wants us … “take up the cross and follow Him”. That means we are to say: God from this day forth I will live for you, for your Glory, to lift up your mighty name to all I see. I no longer want to live for me, I want to be Yours and only Yours, come inside me and change me…wash me with Your Blood, make me pure and spotless. 
When we do this God comes inside us and he makes us a New Creature in Christ. We are transformed to be like Him: Now we understand and seek Him for He has changed us to where now He is what we live for…not self. How did this happen? It is impossible yet with God all things are possible!


Mark 10:23-25  “And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!  24And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!  25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”
What is it about money that causes hearts to stay lost? 


1 Timothy 6:6 - 10   “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  8And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.  9But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.  10For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”  

 Money is man’s way of declaring independence from God. Having money doesn’t by itself mean a person is lost or that a person is sinful. Yet the scripture is all to clear about the pitfalls of money. One has but to look to the world and survey the rich of the world and it will be quite evident that the love of money is indeed the root of all evil. 

With money comes power…the power of the world. Money buys anything of the world, money controls the world and when man has money, he believes he is invincible. He maintains his independence by his money; he has no need of a Savior for he needs nothing. When the Holy Spirit visits a rich person as Jesus visited with the rich man in this scripture, Truth is presented. Truth says: nothing can come before God. A rich man personifies man satisfying self. This is the epitome of man living to self; a rich man feels as though he can satisfy his every need. When the Holy Spirit convicts a rich man or a man intent on satisfying self, particularly a man with the ability to do so; the conviction is ignored. The conviction will cause sadness, grieving; nevertheless, the visiting of the Holy Spirit with Truth of salvation is rejected. The truth is rejected until the desire for repentance comes to fruition. 
In God’s ordained world system desire for repentance is hindered by riches…God uses tribulation to bring repentance!


Proverbs 1:7  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

With this presented it appears that in actuality: Those who have not are more blessed than those who have. Curious, by the world’s standards he who has the most is the most successful. By God’s standards, those who have the least and are the most dependent on God are indeed the ones who are blessed.    
 As man fears he looks for help, he looks up to God and then God sends the Word to him. God takes the evil of the world and He makes good out of it. Surely this is impossible; nonetheless, God makes it possible. Fear establishes a need in man’s heart, he thinks he is searching for God, yet God has stirred this desire in man…this desire for God to intervene in his life. God is good! All the time! 
Man does not readily see this, and thusly God must devise a method of inducing desire for God in man. This is what he has done with fear. Fear will bring a man to God when riches will keep man living for self. So then, which is better: starvation or feasting; pain or pleasure; poverty or riches? Tribulation will draw us to God and when our hearts are receptive to the Word of God salvation comes and salvation is for eternity.  
  “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” It is impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle and no one can to heaven, especially a rich man. Who then can be saved?
Mark 10:26,27   “And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?  27And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.”

Salvation is impossible, no one can enter into heaven for all have sinned and come short of the glory of the Lord. There is no one who is righteous, no one who loves God with all his heart. Man is doomed to hell; what can man do? Nothing, absolutely nothing, he has no power to save himself: he is doomed! With men it is impossible…but with God all things are possible: 

John 14:6   “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”  

Jesus made salvation possible through His Blood, His Blood washes our sins:


Isaiah 1:18  “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  

Only the Blood of God in the flesh could pay for sin. Only the Blood of God in the flesh could do the impossible…save the lost. Take evil and make good from it!


Hebrews 9:12   “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”

Jesus did the impossible through His death; by His death, His Blood we are reconciled to God:



2 Corinthians 5:17 - 19   “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  18And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  19To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”  

   

 God reconciled us to Him through Jesus…He did the impossible!!!
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