Hell Is Real!
Today’s message is taken from Luke 16:19-31: it is a parable, an allegory; to wit, a religious story. A parable is a spiritual teaching taken from life’s examples or situations. They may be short sayings or they may be allegories. Jesus used parables to teach about a third of His messages. Jesus used parables to bring Truth…Light… to those whose heart was receptive and darkness to those whose heart was set on self. 

In this parable two men of different hearts are presented: Lazarus…a beggar, unable to care for himself, yet he loved Jesus, and a certain rich man who fared well, wanted for nothing, yet he did not love Jesus. This parable, allegory is about real people, a real situation. Our Lord Jesus used real situations to bring His Truth to us and as we survey these scriptures we are to see Reality…Hell is Real!
This message is relevant to the lost and to the saved: For the lost to have a glimpse of the reality of hell and to cry for mercy, to cry for salvation: For the saved to tremble…to be horrified at the prospect of lost loves perishing in a burning hell. Hell Is Real! As this message is presented open your hearts, let God’s Word show you Truth, show you the pains of hell. Do not doubt the reality of hell. Hell Is Real! 
God gave us this allegory to open our eyes, to fear the wrath of God. Hell was not created for man; it was created for the devil and his fallen angels. 

Matthew 25:41   “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:”  

 Nevertheless, hell is where the lost will go and burn forever in the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:14,15   “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
Hell Is Real! It is a place of burning torment, of misery, of agony unspeakable. Know this Hell Is Real and it is a place where those who reject the shed Blood of Jesus will burn in torment forever. Don’t die and go to hell, be saved: Ask Jesus to come inside you and cleanse you. Christian, never stop praying for the lost to be saved, cry tears of love for the lost, ask God to touch the lost, to draw them to salvation: Do whatever God will have you to do that they may be spared the burning torment of hell.  
Now consider Luke 16:19-31: 

Luke 16:19 - 31   “There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:  20And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,  21And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  22And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;  23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
 25But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  26And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.  27Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:  28For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.  29Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.  30And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.  31And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”
In His Torment The Rich Man Saw Lazarus Being Comforted!

“23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”

 
Verse 23 tells us that in hell the rich man lifted up his eyes in torment and saw Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom. In his torment he can see Lazarus in Paradise in comfort. The rich man is in agony. He is burning, he is in pain, yet he can see Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom.

From this scripture we clearly see that those in hell, during their suffering, will observe the saved in comfort, in God’s care. The pains of hell are hard to imagine, nevertheless they are real. The agony of suffering but yet, just past the horizon is peace, this adds to the torment of hell.

No earthly account of suffering can compare to this misery, but ponder this illustration: 

The small country of Haiti shares an island with the Dominican Republic situated in the Caribbean Sea. Both are third world countries but Haiti brings with it a new definition to poverty. Food is scarce, clean water is scarce. In Haiti the only thing that is in abundance is poverty and grief; it is indeed a country in despair. Why is this country in such dismal shape while yet over the mountain range separating the two countries is the Dominican Republic a country in poverty but nothing like Haiti? 
An old store keeper of Haiti told this account to some missionaries: Before the start of World War II a ship loaded with Jewish refugees came to Haiti seeking asylum. Terror was coming to the Jews and they were desperately seeking a safe haven. The then ruler of Haiti fearing the wrath of the Third Reich denied them sanctuary and since then, says the old man, Haiti had been cursed. To curse God’s people is to be cursed.

Genesis 12:1 - 3   “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee:  2And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  3And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 

Those in Haiti know of the better life just over the mountains yet they are not allowed to leave. They know paradise is just over the mountains. A place where they can work, have food, and clean water. Some do manage to leave Haiti and come to Dominican Republic; sadly they are treated as second class citizens. Yet, they are happy to work in the sugar cane fields for two dollars a day. It does not allow them to eat fancy, but they do eat. Curious though, downtown Dominican Republic, at a Burger King, a meal cost six dollars and there is an armed guard at the door with a shotgun. Funny how in America we complain so much, yet in most of the world they would be happy with our refuse!
Those trapped in Haiti know just over the mountain is paradise…Those in hell know just over the gulf is Paradise; yet with those in hell, there is no escape. They are forever doomed, forever cursed, forever tormented. How terrible to be in torment and see peace, comfort, love…yet never ever to come to it. How sad. The rich man is in hell being tormented forever seeing those comforted by God. He is in eternal torment, suffering, and all the while seeing what he could have had, yet he denied the shed Blood of Jesus and now, forever he must suffer in torment!
No Mercy In Hell!
“24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.  25But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.”
Verse 24,25 tells us there is no mercy in hell. What a terrible thing to imagine, no mercy! It is almost impossible to imagine a place of no mercy, for we all have been given so much mercy in our life. However consider this account of a man imprisoned for several years. He was sentenced for armed robbery and sent to a prison for violent offenders. As he arrived he maintained the same type attitude he had outside of prison; that is a defiant, rebellious attitude that would not accept authority. Shortly after his incarceration he was locked into solitary confinement. Normally no one would be kept in solitary for more than a year, but this individual was so uncooperative that when the year was over, he was still locked in solitary. After the year this defiant man changed, he was ready to be co-operative, he wanted mercy. He told the officers, “I’m sorry”, to which, they replied, “Sorry…Sorry, what’s that, we don’t know sorry…what’s that?” This man finally found mercy six months later. This episode in his life is forever deeply imbedded in his mind…the time when he found NO MERCY!
The rich man in hell cried out…Mercy! Mercy! Mercy! There is no mercy in hell. There is only pain, misery, thirst, burning…torment. For hell is where all sin is paid for: All sin that was not washed by the Blood of Jesus. If Jesus does not cleanse you and wash you from your sins you will pay for your sins in hell eternally. You will burn in the fire of your sins forever, and the more wickedness you have done the more wicked your burning torment will be. Hell Is Real, and if you are not washed by the Blood of the Lamb you will pay for each and everyone of your sins. Sin must be paid for! The Blood of Jesus paid for sin, you do not have to die and spend eternity in hell; all you have to do is repent of denying Jesus’ Lordship over your life. Surrender to Him, ask Him to save you, ask Him to wash you with His Blood.


Colossians 1:14  “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”

THERE IS NO MERCY IN HELL!
Christian, are you being stirred to be a witness for Jesus, are you being encouraged to pray for the lost. This is what you are to gain from this message, a burning desire in your heart to stop your lost love ones from burning in hell forever! Every Christian is to witness whenever God gives them an opportunity. There is Power in the Word of God. The Word of God does the saving, all the Christian does is present the Word of God. 

Consider this illustration of another man in prison. Why another illustration of a man in prison? Because hell is the ultimate prison, a prison of no escape; a prison of pain and suffering; a prison that lasts forever, no end to the sentence, no mercy, only torment.  
Ralph had been incarcerated for several years and was soon to be released. At his prison a preacher sat down with him and spent time with him and another man explaining to them there need for salvation. Explaining to them that they would burn in hell forever unless they were saved. When the preacher had finished delivering the Gospel to the men he asked them if they wanted to be saved. Both men rejected Jesus. 

A month later the preacher was teaching a class in the cafeteria of the prison. While he was teaching the class Ralph was outside washing the windows. The preacher noticed Ralph kept looking inside as if he was interested in what was going on inside. Shortly, Ralph laid down his squeegee and came inside the class. He walked in without saying a word and sat down. The preacher, led by the Holy Spirit began to talk about salvation and then boldly began to ask each of the class members if they were saved. Each in turn when asked had said yes. When the preacher came to Ralph he knew he wasn’t saved and he asked him if he wanted to be saved. To which Ralph nodded his head yes. Ralph then asked the Lord to save him.
It’s not the preacher; it’s the Word of God that saves. The Word of God was locked in Ralph’s heart, locked bringing salvation. All we have to do is present God’s Word…God does the saving, but if we don’t present the Word how will they be saved? 

Hebrews 4:12   “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

The Bondage Of Hell!
“26And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.” 
Verse 26 proclaims the residents of hell can never leave, there is no escape, there is no leaving hell, and no one from heaven can go to hell. Hell is the domain of evil, only evil can enter hell and those that are in heaven are pure and spotless. There is no desire for sin in them. If they went to hell they would not be pure for sin corrupts, sin is evil.  What makes them different from those in hell? The Blood of Jesus has washed them and God reached inside them and took out their dead spirit and breathed life into it. It then was Born Again, made clean, holy by the Blood of Jesus. Not by anything they did, for man’s heart is wicked it must be changed and only God can change the heart when man asks God to change his heart.

Romans 10:13   “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 Once again, consider an illustration of a man who spent most of his adult life in prison: James had had a difficult life. He was constantly in trouble and as a result he was imprisoned many times. The older he got the more institutionalized he became. He seemed quite uncomfortable when he was released from prison. He did not know how to live in a free society. It truly was sad to see James trying to adjust to freedom from the bondage of prison. The problem was James did not feel as though he was out of prison for he was often seen ‘walking squares’ as if he was still in his cell. It truly was sad to watch James ‘walk squares’; he was released, he was free; yet he was in Bondage. 

The rich man is in Bondage forever. He is sentenced to Bondage forever and no one can see him; he is in isolation forever. No one from heaven can enter his cell…his hell forever. Forever more he is doomed in hell. He is in Bondage! 
Christian, is God speaking to your heart? Is He calling you to witness? Answer His call. Become a prayer warrior. Become an active member of the Royal Priesthood. Consider another man who was imprisoned, Tom. 

Tom wasn’t a Christian, he was a muslim. He did not want to listen to Christians. In his life tumultuous situations were occurring as he was preparing to be released. He was quite depressed and it was during this depression that one night he cried out to God. “What’s going on God? I need help. Will you help me?” The very next morning a visiting preacher stopped to talk with him. Tom told the preacher, “Normally I wouldn’t talk with you because I’m muslim, but last night I asked for God help and here you are. So, I’m going to listen to you.”

The preacher presented the Gospel to Tom in detail and answered all his questions. Tom did not accept Jesus as his Savior at this time, but the seed had been planted. Shortly after Tom was released he was riding a cab, which he shared with a man who was imprisoned but working on a work-release program. This man watered the seed, and presented the Gospel to him once again. Tom had the Gospel presented to him twice and he was ready to be saved, yet he had not surrendered. It took a parole violation for him to finally accept Jesus in his life. With the parole violation he was imprisoned again, and the Gospel was presented to him; this time he accepted Jesus into his life and he was soon released.

What did the witnesses do? All they did was present the Word of God and pray for him. God gave the increase; God saved Tom. Christians think they can’t present the Gospel. They think you have to be a preacher to present the Gospel. Any Christian can present the Gospel if they will ask God to use them. God prepares the heart to receive the Word and God prepares the heart of the person delivering the Word.  All a Christian has to do is say; God here I am, send me!


Isaiah 6:8  “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”

In Hell There Is Memory of What Could Have Been!
 “27Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:  28For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” 
Verse 27, 28 indicates that the rich man remembers that he rejected the Gospel. He thinks that his brethren would be saved if Lazarus rose from the dead and visited them. He thinks them seeing something supernatural will cause them to be saved. Salvation does not come by visions, supernatural happenings, visiting angels, or even by voices in the night. Salvation only comes by the Word of God; there is no other way!

Romans 10:17   “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  
The rich man in hell still doesn’t get it! Salvation is not by works, it is by Faith. No one can work to salvation and no one can convince someone to be saved outside of the Word of God. Man cannot save himself…he cannot become clean on his own. 

Ephesians 2:,9   “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

 The wicked one uses this ploy more than any other. The works doctrine is the most effective weapon satan uses. He beguiles the lost to seek salvation by works…by earning salvation through their efforts and he even beguiles Christians to preach a works doctrine. How can Christians, Born Again believers teach this heresy? Because satan finds a weak link in our armor, a link made weak from sin, the sin of pride, self. 
The wicked one whispers in the ear, yes it is through Jesus, but we have to do our part. This is the beginning of his beguilement. As we Christians consider that we must obey God and this is indeed Truth, but many claim we must obey God to stay saved. This is erroneous. Salvation was, is, and never will be based on our works. It is totally by Grace, By the Blood of Jesus Christ bringing New Birth to the New Creature in Christ. Salvation comes only by God; with men it is impossible to be saved, with Jesus all things are possible. 

It is this erroneous principle that Christians adopt that transcends to them preaching the works doctrine. Some become so defiled with their legalism that they maintain that they are not teaching a works doctrine. Anytime works is remotely connected to the word salvation, there is no salvation. Man does nothing for salvation. Often we hear the lost say, I’m trying to change my life so that I can get saved. Where is the Grace of God in that statement? Until man realizes he is born a wretched sinner; he is lost. In fact, he didn’t have to sin to be a sinner; he was born a sinner.

Romans 5:12 12Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:  

God’s Word says we are born sinners. We are doomed to hell because we are born living for self. It’s not about the lost changing their life little by little till they feel as though they are clean enough to be saved. They can never be clean enough to be saved. They are wretched sinners; they are born that way. They can’t change until they are saved. This ever increasing theology that is man-centered is pulling Evangelism to works based. It’s not by what we do; it is by what Jesus did at Calvary. 
Strange how the Christian Churches preach against the false religions because they are based on man’s efforts rather than the Blood of Jesus: Yet, there is no difference when you mix the two. Works does not mix with the Blood of Jesus. Lost man is corrupt and can never save himself; he must be washed in the Blood…he has no part in his salvation except repenting.  

Today’s Church is using new methods to Evangelize. They say that people aren’t responding to the old ways that we must develop new methods to go after the fish; the old ways just aren’t working. What are the old ways? Preaching the Word of God; Praying for lost souls to be saved; One on one evangelism: can anyone find fault with this method? Of course not; however, today’s Church cries we need something more because our Churches are dieing on the vine. 
Well, this is partially true; our Churches are dieing on the vine, but not because new methods are needed. The old method is all that is needed; it is God-centered; God-ordained; Perfect through God. What then is the problem? The answer is found in this verse: 

Psalms 24:3 - 4       “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? 4    He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” 

How can God’s Church expect to receive His blessings when their hands are not clean; they have become dirty. How? Because they are man-centered not God-centered and are mixing works with Grace for salvation. Works are important after a Christian is saved…they are vital to the Christian; their works must be clean and God honoring. They are a requirement from God; without good works, God’s work is hindered in a body of believers. But works before salvation is heresy! 
Works then are for the saved; good works bring God’s favor. Works have no part in salvation; if you mix the two, there is no salvation. Man is born corrupt and no part of him is good! Until man realizes he is living for himself instead of God he is doomed to hell, just like the rich man.  
Legalism has and is causing many of our Churches to die. Legalism is the reason many of our Churches are becoming man-centered. We readily understand the thought behind the man-centered Churches that being the legalist Churches were and are so unfriendly and self-righteous causing the unchurched to claim, if what they have is: the Joy of Christ, I’m fine like I am.  
Yet as we consider their individual doctrines we find in their transition from God’s Church to what they have become that they, BOTH, have mixed works with Grace. The legalist making salvation hard…must clean yourself before salvation and the man-centered is using man’s words and attractions to draw man, and even to the paraphrasing of God’s Word instead of delivering the Gospel to the point that the Word is being watered down, to the point that man feels through his works he is worthy to be saved when in effect he is a wretched sinner worthy only of hell. 
So then, the rich man in hell sees what might have been. He remembers the opportunities he had to be saved, to be washed by the Blood of the Lamb. Yet, he still doesn’t have a clue what it means to be Born Again. He cannot comprehend salvation by Grace not by works. The rich man can’t comprehend salvation comes when he dies to self; self must be annihilated. Even though he is in agony and misery he still hangs on to self; he still wants to be who he is. Even if he was let out of hell he still would not love Jesus, for he desires only himself and what he wants! True repentance is not just being sorry for what you have done…  for your sins. 
True repentance is turning to Jesus from self, changing from wanting to be in charge of your life to wanting to be transformed into God’s child, part of God. True repentance means you want God to destroy you…your individuality and make you subservient to God’s Lordship over your life forever! Without this desire; there is no salvation. This is the only part we have in salvation; the desire to die and be reborn with God. 
The rich man in hell did not want this and he does not want it now. He just wants out of hell. There is no true repentance in him! God draws man to salvation. God’s Word brings the desire for salvation. God’s Word is alive, attacking man’s heart bringing Truth…Light of the Gospel. God loved us all so much that He died for us and he knocks at the door of our heart. He wants to wash us in His Blood, the Blood of Calvary. All the while we are alive our hearts can be approached by Him, but when we die…leave this plane of worldly existence and traverse into the spiritual we have chosen forever more our abode. If we accept Jesus’ Blood to wash us, we will live as Lazarus in peace and joy forever; if we reject the Blood of Jesus we will spend eternity in hell forever. What brings us all this Truth? The Word of God: Pure and undefiled, not watered down. The Word of God tell us the lost will burn in fire forever:  

Revelation 20:15  “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
In Hell There Is Unrest…Torment!
“23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” 

The rich man is in unrest, tormented; pain and agony is his constant companion. Sin must be paid for and he has rejected the Blood payment of Jesus Christ; therefore he must pay for his sins. 



Luke 12:47 47And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.  

 The sins of the rich man are his very torment; they are the fuel for the fire of agony and torment. For every sin he ever committed he will be in torment forever, he will be in a state of unrest forever because he rejected the payment for his sins…the Blood of Jesus. 

How can we ever begin to understand this man’s unrest, his torment? It is beyond mere mortal words, yet consider:

 This world is such mighty weapon of satan; how he uses it to drive man to torment, to unrest. Such is the case of a middle-aged businessman who was driven by the desires of his heart, of which satan fed, driving him into his trap of unrest and torment, a trap that led to not only worldly torment but assuredly to eternal torment in hell. 
The businessman was seemingly quite successful; good income, nice house. Yet each day on his way home he stopped at a local store for a beer to bring some peace to his troubled life. Why was he troubled? Because he was following satan’s path, a path of unrest. 
Day by day his countenance increasingly revealed his inward unrest. After a while his unrest became obvious to all. He would shake in nervousness; his face became covered in boils. He was greatly troubled. Then abruptly he stopped coming for his daily beer. He stopped because he had killed himself. He could no longer endure the unrest of his soul for satan had surely vexed him, driven him on this path of unrest. Yet, unbeknown to him, as he took his life he entered into an unrest he could never imagine. How terrible, how wicked satan is: satan laughed as he beguiled this man all the way to hell! 

Think about it. Is there not unrest in every day? Trouble comes to all each and every day. Those who are lost are driven to find peace in a bottle of liquor or pills. They try to manufacture their peace and when they seemingly do; they find all too soon that it is short lived. Yet the saved, in the middle of the worst storm can find rest, peace for they rest on the Rock…Jesus Christ…the more sure foundation. 



1 Corinthians 10:4    “And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.”

  

  There is no real peace in this world without Jesus Christ. The lost are trapped in a prelude to hell; their life is merely a picture of the unrest to come and a picture is not the real thing it is only a replica of the real thing. Unrest here on earth is just a taste of the total unrest in hell; mere mortal words beggar in descriptiveness. The lost are trapped and doomed in unrest.

This we understand, what we don’t understand is how can a Born Again Christian fall into a pit of unrest? How can a Christian be in a pit of cancer, heart problems, depression, anxiety, addiction and not acknowledge God’s Power to bring them peace during the storm…Peace, Be still.

Christians are not immune to suffering, for suffering is part of the life of a Christian it is what God uses to make us more like Him. 


Philippians 3:10    “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;”  

The Power of His resurrection gives us the strength to endure His suffering…his suffering comes to each of us in different ways, nevertheless, we all endure, conquer, and defeat the pain of suffering of unrest through crying out to Jesus for help. This is the design of suffering…to bring us close to Jesus. Think about it: If the design of suffering is to bring us close to Jesus why don’t we just stay close to Jesus and we will have victory whenever we need it. Sounds too simple, doesn’t it? 

 Why live in unrest when God has provided perfect peace for us if we will but trust Him: 

Isaiah 26:3    “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.”  

  God has promised us perfect peace; we have but to claim it. No matter what our malady is God will give us PEACE! What is the way of this peace? A mind that rests in Christ and trusts Him: Christian, are you in peace? Do you trust God? No matter what your ailment or trouble is God’s Grace provides peace in the storm for you. Claim it; stand on His Word and you will find the peace. 
How? How do you do this when you are hurting? Pray…Pray without ceasing and hunger for the Word of God. This is the Power of a Christian. As you pray…pray:


Psalms 139:23         “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  24    And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
Ask God to show you sin in your life, ask Him to show you what he finds displeasing in your life. Sometimes this will take several hours of prayer, finding what is wrong. Remember sin is often hidden in our deep dark recesses of our soul and this sin is a festering sore in us robbing us of peace. Continue to pray and also fast for often satan has dug deep. 

Matthew 17:21   “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” 

 In this world satan hates God’s children and he is merciless in his attacks. God allows this because His children have the Power to defeat satan if they just call on God. When he has attacked deep bring out the extra weapons; prayer and fasting and even anointing of oil:

James 5:13-15   “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.  
 14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:  15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.”   

 God’s design is for there to more power in collective prayer, particularly God’s anointed. If you are struggling go to God’s man; get Power! This is scriptural, God works through praying, fasting, and anointing. And then when you have done this:

Proverbs 3:5 - 7    “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.”  

This, my friend, will bring you Peace when there is no Peace, for God’s Word promises it and God cannot break a promise. The promise is there to give us comfort that we can know we may have Peace in any storm…any storm!

Hell Is Real: Why Burn In Hell?
 Get Saved before It Is Eternally Too Late! 
Christian Are You A Soul-Winner?

What saves? The Word of God saves; it is alive. There is no salvation without the Word of God. As the Word of God is presented Faith is brought to the heart. The recipient is to open their heart and invite the Word of God in. The Seed of God…The Word of God must find fertile soil to explode into New Life. Fertile soil is present when someone receives the Word of God with understanding:

Matthew 13:23    “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 

 No one knows when the heart is ready to receive the Word of God into fertile soil except God. This is why we are to always preach the Word of God unashamedly, preach it with fervency.

Romans 1:16    “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

  A 9 year old boy named Tommy attended Bible School for many months. He heard the Word of God preached every service he attended, however the Word of God was not falling on fertile ground, it was falling on the way side and the birds were eating it, that is; satan was robbing the Word from his heart. 
Tommy attended the services for the refreshments and the games that were played. He wasn’t interested in the Word of God; in fact he was somewhat of a hindrance to the other children for he was unruly. Nevertheless, the teachers persevered with the Word of God in spite of the child’s behavior. 

The class continued on and Tommy kept coming never seemingly to car anything for God’s Word. Then one night as the Word of God was presented, suddenly, Tommy looked intently towards the teacher. He hung on every Word the teacher spoke; he could not take his eyes off of the teacher. He was listening to the Word of God and the Seed…The Word of God was finding fertile soil. When the teacher finished delivering The Word of God the students were asked: Does anyone want to get saved? To which Tommy nodded his head yes: That night Tommy asked Jesus into his heart.   

What saves? The Word of God saves. This is how God has ordained salvation to come to us, through His Word. 

In Hell There Is Darkness

 

Matthew 25:30    “And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

The darkness of hell: With God there is light; without God there is darkness. With God there is peace; without God there is evil…Isaiah 45:7. God is not in hell, for hell is evil and dark: Darkness like no other dark. The rich man is in darkness forever more; there is no mercy for him for he will burn in his torment forever in DARKNESS. Hard to imagine darkness in fire isn’t it? How can there be darkness in fire?

Consider this true account of a great man of God, a man who preached into his nineties and opened many churches:
Some years back on a cold winter’s night, in New Hampshire, this preacher was preaching a revival. They had finished the service that night and were relaxing in the pastor’s home when they were startled by an enormous BOOM!

The town was quite small and this huge noise caused the whole town to run out to find the source of the commotion. As soon as they ran outside they quickly ascertained that the furniture factory was on fire. The sky was illuminated by the huge flames licking the clouds. 

Soon the townspeople were gathered at the factory. They were viewing the in vain efforts of the fire fighters to extinguish the flames. The fire was out of control due primarily to large barrels of glue that would periodically explode in an intense blast of fire shooting up into the sky. The sky would be on fire, the heat intense. Yet when the preacher turned to speak to the pastor the dark of the winter night was so deep and black that even the fire illuminated sky would not enable the preacher to see his hand. It was too dark. 

But in hell the darkness is deeper more intense. There is no light in hell, for Jesus is Light and Jesus is not in hell for there is only evil in hell. Hell is eternal darkness…darkness like never experienced anywhere. The rich man was cast into hell into eternal darkness. He was there when Jesus gave this parable and he is in the darkness now and in the Lake of Everlasting Fire he will continue in darkness forever: For there is no light in hell. 
In Hell There Is Fire

“24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” 

Pain…Pain and more pain that is what fire brings to mind: Intense pain, never ending pain, indescribable pain. Our minds cannot comprehend pain of such magnitude. We know the terror of fire, the excruciating agony of fire, yet we can’t comprehend being in hell burning forever, never escaping the torment. Such is the fire of hell. Can you? Can you comprehend such fire…a fire that burns forever?

Is there any pain that could possibly be worse than burning? Here on earth burning is terrible, nothing could be worse, yet here on earth escape is possible through death. But if you die in your sins, if you leave this earth lost you will burn forever and there is no escape through death…for you will be dead in hell for eternity. What death means is eternal separation from God. In hell you will burn forever if you are lost.

A few years ago a man was driving a logging truck down a remote highway, perhaps a little too fast. The driver, for whatever reason, lost control of his truck and skidded into a ditch. The logging truck overturned in the ditch and the logs slammed into the cab of the truck. It was a miracle that the driver was unhurt. It was wonderment, yet the ordeal was not over. 

The logging truck was overturned, the logs had slammed into the cab, and the logs had pinned the driver in the cab; he could not get out, he was trapped. To make matters worse, unbeknownst to anyone, the fuel tank had ruptured and was leaking fuel. 
Cars had stopped, the Highway Patrol was called and intense efforts were made to retrieve the driver. As the Highway Patrolman reached the accident, which only took a couple of minutes, the leaking fuel reached the engine and ignited. The fire exploded intensely engulfing the cab. The Highway Patrolman franticly tried to extinguish the fire, yet his small fire extinguisher was no match for the raging fuel fire. The fire extinguisher was depleted, the fire had subsided only minutely, but now, with intensity, the fire was raging again. The driver was screaming in agony…in horror. The pain was unbearable. He screamed out to the Highway Patrolman: Shoot me! Shoot me! For what seemed like an eternity the man screamed in agony. It was only minutes but they were horrifying minutes. For the driver, who died and for all those who watched. 

Why would anyone want to die and burn in hell when all they have to do is get saved; surrender their life to Jesus?  Where will you spend eternity? The rich man is in hell burning in agony now and forever.    
Hell Is Real!

Luke 16:19-31 tells about hell. It describes it in detail. Hell is real! Know this…do not doubt it! Hell is real! Christian, if we keep a clear vision of hell in our mind’s eye we will be a better witness. For this reason God has given us these verses and, of course, for the lost to see Hell is real! 

Luke 16:24  “And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.”

 
The reality of hell

The elderly man of God we spoke of previously also told this account. He was again preaching a Revival at a church. As he finished preaching the first night a dear sweet lady came to him and tenderly asked him to please come home and witness to her father. He was lost and she desperately wanted him to be saved. 

The preacher eagerly agreed to accompany her to her house and witnessed to her father. As they reached the house and entered in, the lady tried to introduce the preacher to her father. But as soon as she said preacher her father ran out the back door. The preacher was dumbfounded; what to do?

On the next night after the preacher preached the lady again pleaded with him to come and speak with her father. In response to her pleading he agreed to go with her. When he reached the house he went inside and as soon as the lady’s father saw him. He again ran out the door. The dear sweet lady was beside her self: what to do? The preacher too was at a lost of what to do, so he left.

As the preacher preached his last message to end the Revival; the dear lady approached him again. Because of her tearful insistence the preacher agreed to accompany her. This time when he arrived at her house he didn’t give her father a chance to leave. He ran over to him grabbed him by his arms and cried: Sir, your daughter has pleaded with me to talk with you three times now. She doesn’t want you to die and go to hell. Tonight you are going to listen to me. The lady’s father reluctantly agreed to listen to the preacher. The preacher delivered the Gospel completely to the man and the man rejected Jesus Christ. The lady was in tears and the preacher too was in tears for he knew the man was doomed to hell for eternity. 

A year later the preacher was back in this church and he spoke with this lady. He asked her how her father was.  She broke into tears and exclaimed: Preacher it was terrible; you have no idea. My father had gotten very ill and was in the hospital. I was so sad. He was dying and I knew he was on his way to hell. I stayed in tears the whole time. He wouldn’t let anyone speak to him about Jesus or pray with him or anything. I cried and cried: I knew he was heading to hell. He lingered on death’s door for a week; the doctor’s had said he would not pull through. He was dying. In my heart I knew he was and I had accepted it. I just couldn’t bear the thought of him burning in hell forever. On his last night before he died. I was sitting in a chair watching him as he laid taking his last breathes. Then suddenly, he started screaming: NO! NO! Keep them from me! They’re trying to drag me to hell: NO! NO! Stop them! It’s burning …the fire is terrible! It’s hurting! Stop them! Stop them! I can’t stand this pain, the agony…the terrible burning…Go get that preacher…go get that preac...
 Oh preacher, he died seeing hell. He died feeling the fire of hell! It was terrible; I still shudder when I remember how he screamed: The blood-curdling screaming of my father burning in hell. 
The reality of heaven
Samuel had lived a life without Jesus. He was a policeman for many years. When he approached retirement age he began to reflect on his life. He had seen a lot of evil that men do to each other as he served his community and it bothered him. For inside he began to feel hard, uncaring. He stopped one afternoon after work and spoke with the police chaplain. Samuel felt better after he had spoken with the chaplain. Moreover, because he enjoyed it; he began to visit him quite often. The chaplain was also pastor of a local church and he invited Samuel to his church. Samuel and his wife visited the church; they liked it and kept coming. Two months later Samuel and his wife asked Jesus to save them.  They were baptized joined the church, and began to serve God. They both were happy in the Lord.
Several years later after Samuel had retired; he began to feel weak, very weak. Samuel had leukemia. The battle was difficult, nevertheless Samuel fought hard with all the Grace that Jesus gave him. He wasn’t afraid to die; he just had so much more he wanted to do for the Lord and his family. In the end, before he died, his body was racked with pain. However, he hid his pain quite well, if it had not been for his losing weight and hair, no one would know his plight. His testimony was full of the love of Jesus. There was no bitterness or anger in him towards God; he knew God loved him and that all things work for Good. 
His last visit to the hospital told him the time was near. He went home to enjoy his last days with church friends and family. He tried to live as much as a normal life as he could. On his last morning on this earth: He was rolling the trash container to the road, when suddenly he fell to his knees and died. When they came to him they found a smile on his face; he had seen heaven and Jesus had met him.

Mary was saved as a child and lived her life loving Jesus and serving others. She was a great grandmother and had lived to see many grandchildren and great grandchildren. Her time for coming home was near. She was in her nineties and she was ready to see Jesus. Jesus had given her dying Grace:   “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints” Psalms 116:15. 
Her last days had been spent in the hospital. Her family and friends had been visiting her everyday. Her cheerfulness in the face of death had been inspirational to all who visited her. 

On her last night around midnight, she was alone in her bed. She was sitting up looking to Jesus smiling, talking…in peace. The nurses knew the end was soon, they came one by one to look in on her. In her last minutes on this earth she was singing Amazing Grace as she gazed into heaven…to her Jesus and then she died as the angels carried her to heaven. 
Where Will You Spend Eternity?
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