Through His Blood
Colossians 1:14-29
Introduction:

Colossians is one of the prison epistles written by Paul while imprisoned in Rome. In Colossians Christ’s Supremacy and all-sufficiency is declared. It is through His Blood…only through His Blood that we obtain salvation. Only through His Supremacy of His Blood do we come boldly to God’s Throne.  
In Colossians 1:14-29 we see that Christ is Superior…there is none higher…He is Preeminent, He is above all: We see Christ Saves us…there is no salvation without the shed Blood of Jesus Christ: and we see that Christ Saves us to Serve Him. 

Mankind, in his fallen state, blinded by his sins has always attempted to justify himself by works. He wants to save himself. Why is this? Because man loves self and not God: When lost man looks inside his heart he sees himself. He does not see Jesus. Saved man looks inside his heart and he sees Jesus. Who do you see?

The evil one, satan seeks his glory: 

Isaiah 14:13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  

Me,me,me…I---I---I  it’s all about me, not God. I want my glory not God’s, satan cries: satan wants to destroy God…he wants to destroy God’s children. He hates Christians.  Evil is his character, evil is his mission, and evil is his destiny. He is doomed to hell and he wants to take all he can to hell with him.
His plan of attack is merciless and never ending: he is the roaring lion seeking all he can devour. He is insatiable for the blood of Christians and he is ever present to beguile the lost to stay lost and the saved to disobey God. 

He is evil personified, he is a murderer from the beginning and if he could he would murder all mankind. Any evil temptation in the world is orchestrated by him and this evil temptation is tailored made to fit the lustful desires of the flesh. 
Then there was Pharaoh of Egypt:
Pharaoh, like satan also sought to fulfill his evil desires. His heart sought only his glory. He too despised God; to Pharaoh, Pharaoh was god.

Exodus 5:1,2 And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness.  2And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. 

 
Pharaoh would not obey God. He said, “Who is the Lord”, showing his rejection of God’s sovereignty. He thought of himself as being a god, he wanted to be worshipped as a god. His only concern was for himself, he wanted to fulfill all his wicked desires. He lived for himself. Pharaoh was evil, evil like satan. Only God’s restraining power held him back from destroying God’s people. Yet…in Pharaoh’s eyes he was right. He felt because he was ruler of Egypt that he was above all. He justified the evilness of his heart. In fact, Pharaoh would have defended his actions to anyone who would have dared question him. To him he was above all and all glory was due him.  

“How dare this Moses come to me and tell me to let the Israelites go: I am Pharaoh, ruler of all Egypt…I am god”  He like satan sought to fulfill his evil desires and as he did so it cost him unspeakable misery and then death. All because he too said in his heart, “ I will  be god, I will be above all, all will bow to me.” Pharaoh in his heart justified his evil desires; he claimed his ways were right. 
The evil one, satan, and Pharaoh claimed they were right. They said…we are right: That in their eyes they were right. 

Proverbs 14:12 and 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 
  How about you; are you right in your eyes? 
We have considered satan and also Pharaoh how they pursued their wicked desires, desires of evil centered on all they wanted with no consideration to anyone, let alone God. Now consider: What are your desires set on; You or God?

Today check your heart, look inside and see what you live for. If it is for you and your desires instead of the Glory of the Lord consider this verse:

Revelation 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
If your name is written in the Book of Life, when you look inside your heart you see Jesus. To be in the Book of Life…to see Jesus in your heart, you must be Born Again.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  

  The Holy Spirit brings the Word of God to every person bringing Truth. This Truth tells us we are doomed without being washed by the Blood of Jesus; we are doomed to the Lake of Everlasting Fire. As a lost person each of us become so caught up in living for ourselves that often we become indifferent to the Word of God. Turning a deaf ear to God’s Word blinds us to the Truth and without the Truth coming to our heart we are doomed. The evil one seeking to steal, kill, and destroy; works continually at keeping the lost from listening to the Word and even when the Word is brought to the lost, he robs it from their heart. It is because of this that God has to use drastic measures to get our attention. 
This world we live in is evil; satan and his demons are constantly at work trying to kill us…to wreak havoc in all of our lives. This world system is allowed by God. It is allowed because this is the only way that we can be real! Each of us are created in God’s image we are like Him, actually, each of us are made a little god. We will exist somewhere forever, either in hell with satan or in heaven with Jesus forever. It is a free choice that we each have an opportunity to make. The choice you make here on earth will determine where you spend eternity. As stated earlier, drastic measures are used to get our attention, God uses the evil of the world to draw us to salvation. 

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  

  When we in our fear…desperation look up to God for understanding…help, God sends His Word to our heart someway, usually through another Christian.
 Consider this illustration of what happened to Gordon Titus:
Gordon was on top of the world enjoying his life at the energetic age of 35. He worked for a newspaper in circulation making good money, had lots of friends, and he lived the fast life. So far this illustration can be compared to lots of people: Enjoying life, living for self, for the moment, not caring about tomorrow, only wanting to enjoy the now. 
Gordon drove a motorcycle, a very powerful motorcycle and he loved to drive it fast …very fast. Living the lustful life, living for self, drinking alcohol, doing drugs, partying and driving a powerful motorcycle fast is a very dangerous combination. But Gordon was young and foolish, seemingly, he felt, impervious to reality, the reality that the fast life will catch up with you. 

As we look behind the scroll of this seen life, behind to where the evil of satan and his demons are at work; we see numerous times that the angels of God stopped the demons from pushing Gordon’s motorcycle just enough to cause him to crash, for satan wanted to kill Gordon. Time after time the angels protected Gordon. How many times will God thwart satan’s evil attacks; no one knows. Yet, with Gordon Titus there was a last time. One night, after partying heavily, speeding home on his motorcycle, he had an accident.
He woke up in the hospital a paraplegic, capable of only slight movement, unable to care for himself. How terrible to end up like this, yet one could say what else could he expect, eventually it had to happen. If you live the fast life it will catch up with you. Yet God’s Sovereign hand was there as it is with all of us. God is always drawing us to salvation through all circumstances, God is there doing all he can to win us for His Glory.    
Gordon laid in his bed of pain and suffering for five years as a lost man just a heartbeat away from an eternity in hell when in his fear and hopelessness he looked up to God for help. God sent the Word to him through one of His ministers and Gordon accepted Jesus as his Savior. What happened? God used the evil of the world to draw Gordon to salvation. Gordon had to see his hopelessness that he was doomed without Jesus and this is what it took for him to see. 

Ten years after his accident I had the privilege of meeting Gordon in a nursing home/rehab. He wasn’t able to speak normally and at first I avoided him, thinking he was not capable of rational communication. After being convicted by the Holy Spirit, I spoke to a nurse and asked her about him. She said, “Oh that’s Gordon Titus, he is a nice man, yes you can talk with him, he can understand you. As I spoke with him it became necessary to devise a method of communication, which we did: He would nod or shake his head to questions of yes and no and sometimes I could understand a few of his words. We developed a friendship and I would bring people to meet him for he was such a wonderful witness for the love of Christ. When we talk of Jesus he would smile. One day I looked at him and asked him, “Gordon was it worth it, having the motorcycle accident, being paralyzed, and lying in bed in pain and misery for ten years, was it worth it to get Jesus?” Gordon opened his eyes wide, smiled big, nodded his head, and verbalized a garbled, “ Yes! I’ve got Jesus.”   Gordon went home to Jesus but his testimony lives on in my heart and now yours.
The Superiority of Christ: 


Colossians 1:14 - 18 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:  15Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:  16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:  17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
By His Blood: Think about it, it took the Blood of God in the flesh to save us. No other method of salvation could work, only the shed Blood of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is above all, he is preeminent, none can compare to Him for he is God in the flesh. Do not misunderstand this Jesus Christ is 100% God and  100% man; then, now, and forever. He is in heaven 100% God and 100% man ever living to make intersession for His children. He has all the rights of the firstborn and is due all honor and respect, He is above all. By Him all things consist, without Him nothing would be made. He is supreme, He is God in the flesh and He has always existed and He will always exist. All creation was created by Him…without Him nothing was created. He is King of Kings; Lord of Lords! He is God in the Flesh!
Let every eye behold Him high and lifted up. In your heart can you see Him dying for you? Do you acknowledge that it was your sins not His that nailed Him to the cross? For He is Perfect. Nothing ever lived that was perfect, but Jesus was and is Perfect. His perfection is what makes Him the acceptable sacrifice; the blood of goats and calves could never pay for sin, only that which is perfect could pay for sin. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus … only Jesus could pay for sin, God in the flesh.  

1 Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
He was crucified, buried and on the third day He rose from the grave. He is the firstborn from the dead; up out of the grave HE AROSE. And through His death, burial, and resurrection we too now can live forever, our bodies will come out of the grave and we will live with Him for ever more. Amen!
He is over all things. He is preeminent. His will…will be done! And we had best make up our mind to do His will. Is Jesus telling you to do something?
 Is He guiding you into service for Him? Is He speaking to you? You had better listen for our God is a jealous God and our God desires obedience over sacrifice. 

Consider: Exodus 4:22-26 says: 
 And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:  23And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 24And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him.  25Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me.  26So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.  

  

Circumcision was not optional, it was a command from God; every male Hebrew child was to be circumcised. It was a command from God, yet Zipporah, Moses’ wife had prevented Moses from performing this sacred ritual in direct disobedience to God.  Because of this, Moses was dying…God was killing Moses for disobedience. Finally, realizing that her husband was going to die, she herself circumcised her son. Had she not Moses would have died!!
Does God expect to be obeyed? No doubt, God demands obedience and His will…will be done even if it takes bringing us unto the point of death. What does this mean to you and me? It means that we had better obey God. Have you witnessed God’s wrath against your disobedience? Are you running from God? The way of the transgressor is hard. When we disobey God we actually run out from under His protection, we are in harms way. Our hedge of protection disappears.  

Isaiah 59:1,2 says: 
 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:   2But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

 The Salvation of Jesus Christ:
Colossians 1:19 - 23
 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;  20And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  21And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  22In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  23If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 
In Jesus we see the complete deity of the Godhead…Jesus is God and God is Jesus. The complete fullness of the Father resides in Jesus. To see Jesus is to see God. Jesus is God in the flesh. All ground is leveled at Calvary. Calvary’s Blood transforms sinners doomed to hell into Babes in Christ…pure as driven snow. The Blood saves and the absence of Blood condemns. When the death angel came in Egypt and found the Passover blood of the lamb on the lintel and doorpost, he past the house and all inside were spared, but when the death angel came to a house with no blood…the firstborn inside was killed.  All will be reconciled by the Blood…those who are washed will be in heaven with Jesus forever basking in God’s Glory or…those who reject the Blood of Jesus will forever pay the penalty for their sins, they will suffer for eternity. 
All will hear the Gospel…all will know the way of salvation. All will have an opportunity to cry out to Jesus for salvation. None will be able to say: I didn’t know the way of salvation. 

Illustration: Helen Keller from an infant was blind, deaf, and without a sense of smell. Can you imagine not being able to communicate with anyone: can’t see…can’t hear…can’t smell. She was raised by loving parents, yet she was still like an animal. It’s hard for us to comprehend how anyone could ever progress with all these handicaps. Nevertheless, a lady came to her and began to teach her how to interact…to communicate by touch. And after a great ordeal she was successful, Helen learned to communicate by touch. They then wanted to tell her about Jesus Christ, which they did by touch and her reply to them was: “I always knew He was there I just didn’t know His name.” 


None can say I didn’t know. All will have a chance to accept or reject Jesus Christ.   

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
Trouble is: lost man thinks he can save himself; he wants to do works…to work his way to heaven. All of the world’s religions claim this path to salvation; they are based on man’s efforts. How can something that is totally corrupt, wicked, and depraved save itself. 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?    
Man is born a sinner, doomed to hell. 

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

The lie of satan is: do good deeds, help people, and God will bring you to heaven. It’s not works it’s Grace: God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense. 


Ephesians 2:8,9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

Illustration: A man was at the beach swimming and became overpowered by the current and began to drown. He was screaming for help and everyone on the beach and in the water watched earnestly as the lifeguard quickly swam out to rescue the drowning swimmer. As the lifeguard approached the swimmer he swam around the drowning man without trying to save him. After a few minutes the lifeguard retrieved the drowning man and brought him safely to shore. The onlookers had been flabbergasted that the lifeguard had intentionally waited before saving the drowning man, but they maintained their silence until the saved man was out of danger. Then they asked the lifeguard: “why did you swim around the man before you rescued him?” He replied, “He was trying to save himself and he was to strong for me to be able to save him. I had to wait till he gave up on his ability to save himself. When he did, then I could save him. 
God can’t save us when we are trying to save ourselves. We have to realize we cannot save ourselves. It is only by the Blood of Jesus that we are saved. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  

 Service for Jesus Christ:
Colossians 1:24 - 29
 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:  25Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;  26Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  27To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:  28Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:  29Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.
The Christian walk will be sprinkled with tribulation…suffering. Christ lived a life of suffering for us…to show us how to live ...and He did perfectly.  Paul talked the talk and walked the talk…he knew that serving Jesus would include suffering.

Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  
Paul was an apostle called to preach the Gospel…The mystery which had been hid:

What is the mystery?   The mystery is that salvation is now available to all through the shed Blood of Jesus Christ. No one must go through temple worship…through the High Priest. Salvation has come to the Gentiles. The Age of Grace is here; previously all had to look forward to Jesus dying at Calvary. Now we look back…  We are now in the Church Age….which started at Calvary and goes to the Tribulation.  Salvation is for all…through the shed Blood of Jesus Christ once for all: 

Hebrews 9:12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  

 All are saved by Grace for there is no other way but now each individual is the temple of God…we no longer have to go to the temple to worship God: God lives inside us…we are the temple of God. 

1 Corinthians 3:16,17 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  17If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 
 We have a responsibility to keep ourselves Holy for God and also with this ‘Mystery of Grace’ comes the responsibility of the Priesthood; we all are to serve…serve by proclaiming the Gospel to the world:


1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  

 Paul labored to this end and we are to do the same. This is important. This is what God leaves us here for after he saves us…to serve…to bring others to HIM. This life that we live is not for our enjoyment, although it is a great joy, it is to serve HIM. Yet all across the world Christians are focusing on themselves instead of God’s divine plan for the Church. The Church is to tell the world about Jesus; to tell the world that they will die and go to hell unless they repent of denying the shed Blood of Jesus Christ. Today’s Church is more interested in changing the method of worship to a method that is user friendly.

Today’s Church says:

1. Don’t tell people they will go to hell if they don’t get saved…tell them they can’t go to heaven unless they get saved…Be positive, don’t be negative.  
2. God wants you to prosper and have all of your desires.

3. Tell us what days are good for you, when will your schedule allow you to come to worship. 

4. If we put our minds together and work hard together we can bring peace to the world.

God’s Church says:

1. Revelation 20:15 says:  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. If you die in your sins you will burn in hell!
2. Psalms 37:4 says: Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.  When you delight yourself in God; your desires change to God’s desires.
3. Exodus 20:1-3 says: And God spake all these words, saying,  2I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  3Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  Nothing comes before God…not even busy schedules.
4. Revelation 20:10 says: And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever… Only when the evil one is gone and all sin is destroyed will there be peace…until then there will be no peace. In fact, the world will wax worse and worse; peace will not come until the King of Kings…the Lord of Lords bring peace. Our part now is to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and this is the only thing we can do to have peace. The problem is that the Church is leaving it’s first love…The Mystery…The Gospel of the Church and slowly replacing it with feel good preaching. Even our fundamental churches are changing…leaving the preaching of the Word to paraphrasing of the Word. 

The Church is to preach the Gospel and the Gospel says: if you do not repent you will perish


Luke 13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  

What does it mean to repent? It means to turn …to change from not allowing Jesus to be Lord of your life. When you are lost doomed to hell it is because you are in charge of your life and you have not surrendered to Jesus…you have blasphemed the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  

 If you reject God’s sovereignty over your life and trample on the shed Blood of Jesus you will burn in hell forever. But if you by Faith ask Jesus to save you…you will become Born Again:

Ephesians 2:8,9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:   9Not of works, lest any man should boast.  


John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  

Ask Jesus from your heart to save you, ask Him to give you life everlasting: 

Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  

Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  

Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  

Salvation is your choice: It is heaven or hell…you decide. In closing consider these two illustrations of true events that happened the same night in a Montgomery hospital:

An elderly man was in the hospital; he was dying. During the day several preachers had tried to visit with him and he became so distraught that he yelled; “Keep all these blank blank preachers from me. Let me have some peace. If I want to see a preacher I’ll tell you.” The man wanted nothing to do with preachers or God’s Word. He didn’t want to hear about Jesus, more to fact; he didn’t want to hear about the Blood of Jesus. He just wanted to be left alone, to rest in peace. 

The lost say, leave the man alone; the saved say, tell him about Jesus for if you don’t he will perish. Preach the Gospel…preach it with tears in your eyes and pray they listen. 

Psalms 126:5,6    They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 6    He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
 The preachers honored the man’s request. He wanted to be left alone and regretfully they left him alone. Later that night  blood-curdling screams were heard coming from the man’s room: Urrugh!!! Urrugh!!! Terrified the nurses ran to the man’s room and found him drawn up into the fetal position in the middle of his bed, he was yelling, “Get it out of here; get it out of here. Clean the floor, clean the floor. Get that Blood off the floor. I don’t won’t the Blood Jesus shed for me in here: Get it off the floor. Get it out of here.”

The nurses couldn’t see anything on the floor and they tried to calm the man and tell him there was nothing there, nevertheless he kept yelling, “Get it out of here”. After sometime they finally consoled the man and got him to lie back in his bed. The nurses went back to their station and about their normal duties and the night became quiet again. 

Less than an hour later the same man started screaming harder and louder than before, “URRRUGH!!!  URRRUGH!!!” The nurses trembled as they ran to the man expecting the worse. As they got to his room they could feel his terror, there was terror in the room. He was horrified, frantic. He was yelling, “Don’t let them get me. Don’t let them get me! They are coming for me! They are going to carry me to hell! Don’t let them demons get me!!! I don’t want to go to hell!!! HELP ME!!! HELP ME!!!” And with that last help me, he died. He died an agonizing death for he saw his hell coming to get him. He saw his eternal domain, the burning hell while he was still alive. He saw the terror that was in store for him…the same terror he is in right now!
Not an hour later, at the same hospital, the same floor; a dear sweet elderly lady was spending her last moments on this earth alone. She was a Christian…She was prepared to see her Jesus. She was looking forward to seeing her Jesus…She had dying grace. The grace that God gives to His dying saints…for they are precious in His sight. There was no terror in her room only the sweet fragrance of the Holy Spirit and the rustle of angel wings preparing to carry her to her Jesus. As the nurses came into her room they found her sitting up in bed, with her hands lifted high singing, “Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!” and she died singing Amazing Grace.  
How will you die: In terror or singing Amazing Grace?

If you are not saved pray this prayer from your heart: ask Jesus to save you.

Lord Jesus: I am a sinner, please save me. I repent of denying your Lordship over my life. I now accept you as Lord and master of my life. I know without you I will perish in a sinner’s hell. By Faith in your shed Blood I ask you to save me and now by Faith I thank you for saving me.
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