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Introduction:

James is one of the General Epistles: James, 1&2 Peter, 1,2&3 John, and Jude. They are general-universal- catholic because they are all addressed to a multitude- with the exception of 2&3 John

All though debate has been made about which James wrote this Book of James it is normally considered James the half-brother of Jesus. The author is exciting and full of life. 

Because the book is to the 12 tribes of Israel, it was probably written in early church history. There is also no mention of the Jerusalem Council(AD 49) which indicate that the book was probably written shortly before  AD 49. It is probably the earliest book of the New Testament. 

The Epistle of James is a practical book; James wrote his book to instruct us to show our Faith by our Works. His approach is different than Paul as Paul tended to be theological in his writings.

James encourages us to: DO SOMETHING---- Show your Faith by your works

Question: Christians with no works, are they Christians?

Outline of James by McGee:

I. Verification of Genuine Faith: Chapters 1-3

II. Vacuity (empty) and Vapidness (flatness) of Worldliness: Chapter 4

III. Vexation of the Rich; Value of the Imminent Coming of Christ: Chapter 5

I. Verification of Genuine Faith: Chapters 1-3

A. God tests faith by trials: Chapter 1:1-12

Read verses 1-12:

VERSE 1:

James 1:1 through James 1:12 (KJV)

1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.

James, the half brother of Jesus refers to himself as a servant of God a bond slave. He doesn’t make any reference to his being Jesus’ half-brother,.

James was brought with Jesus they played together. They had a normal childhood except for the fact that Jesus was perfect and never sinned. James was most likely oftentimes jealous of Jesus. Remember the scripture in 

John 7:1 through John 7:5 (KJV)

1After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. 2Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at hand. 3His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 4For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, show thyself to the world. 5For neither did his brethren believe in him.

James and his brethren didn’t believe Jesus was God--- the Messiah--- They were lost.

Imagine living with Jesus, who was perfect, never did anything wrong, never got in trouble and James was probably always in trouble and---most likley very jealous of Jesus. 

We have to remember that Jesus – God yes- but also man---100% man and a 100% God. As man as a boy He endured all the temptations and trials that we all go through---except He didn’t sin--- He was perfect....

But try to imagine James situation---He’s lost and his brother is the Messiah---perfect. It was probably a difficult experience for him.

But praise the Lord- He did get saved. 

Acts 1:12 through Acts 1:14 (KJV)

12Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s journey. 13And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 14These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
He was in prayer and supplication with the apostles, his brethren and Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 

And then we see in

1 Corinthians 15:4 through 1 Corinthians 15:7 (KJV)

4And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

Yet, James, with the intimacy he had with Jesus, he refers to himself as a bond slave of Jesus. 

A servant of the Lord is humble, not self-exalting. 

Question: Do you find it hard to be humble in all areas of your life?

Question what does God do with a servant who is not humble?
Illustration: God moving in units of Jail---First unit no response---last unit same message---resistance then surrender to Holy Spirit.

To the 12 tribes which are scattered abroad:

The early church was almost 100% Jewish/Christian.  There were few gentile Christians in the early years of the church. Later, when Paul visit the Roman Empire--- in what is now known as Turkey – a great Revival broke out--- This is where the 7 churches of Asia Minor were located.

You noticed I used the word Revival. It’s a powerful word, Revival.

Men of God moved with the power of the Holy Spirit--- lives were changed--- souls were saved. 

Illustration: 6 time loser in prison---heard the Word of God--- sobbing and weeping, he asked for the Lord to save him. 

Question: Have we seen the last of the Great Revivals?
Verse 1 ends with---greeting---- The translation in the Greek literally means REJOICE   

James was an exuberant man ---he was full of life.  And he instructs us to be joyful in all things. Let people know you are saved by your Christian Glow.
VERSE 2:
2My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
Now this is a verse that has caused many Christians a great deal of problem. How can we count it all joy when we are having problems?

Question: Do you think most Christians have problem with this verse?

Do you have difficulty understanding what God expects from us in relation to this verse?

How do we count it all Joy?

Illustration:  Jesus Wept; John 11:35---Todd and Randy
James, in this chapter, instructs how to have this joy. Consider tragedies and catastrophic episodes in your life.

Question:  Did you have joy when these episodes occurred in your life?

 No, of course, not--- The joy is a process--- it is not a process found in our strength- it is found in the Fruit of the Spirit.It comes from Christ inside us.

We would be unreal if we said we had joy in these hurtful episodic events in our life. But there is joy in them through the comforting of the Holy Spirit. As we go to God ---- God brings joy to us... Sometimes there is no understanding of why these tragedies happen. Yet God’s Grace---God’s Sustaining Grace is there for us: As Paul; said
2 Corinthians 12:10 (KJV)

10Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. (Walking with God to the Nth degree---In Acts Paul said he was Roman in order not to be whipped----Expand)
It’s a process--- is learning to walk with God and when calamity falls--- the sooner we go to God---the sooner we have JOY......

Verse 3:

3Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

This verse reveals to us more of what James intended for us to realize that being that tribulation was God’s method of growing us in the Lord, teaching us Patience. As we begin to take baby steps as a Christian, we experience obstacles; these obstacles are designed to draw us near to God. God knows if we come to Him, we will have that abundant life He wants for us. 

Tribulation builds trust in God, which is Patience. We learn to have Faith in God---all in His time

Trouble is, this flesh tempted and beguiled by satan, tends to want to solve it’s own problems, not wait on God. Consequently, we fall and do not find joy in tribulation. 

The reason we want to solve our own problems is PRIDE.

Question; How can pride be an issue with Christians?

Do we all battle pride?

Is shame, or guilt feelings after confessing sin a type of Pride?

Illustration of man feeling shame at LTC

Romans 5:1 through Romans 5:5 (KJV)

1Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

Experience or character is the result of Patience, that is learned from God’s tribulations---Expand----(Having done all to stand; stand therefore---Trust God)

We learn how to have victory over life’s problems--- and this victory gives us hope---our hope resting in the soon coming of our Lord and Savior.

We are to always go to God for the peace and joy of the Holy Spirit---God always wants us to come to Him

Illustration Of Letter from Jesus:

My Precious Friend 

I am sending this letter by one of my disciples. I just wanted to let
you know how much I love you and care about you and how I greatly desire to become a meaningful part of your life. 

This morning when you awoke, I was already there with you in the light of
my beautiful sunrise that filled your room. I was hoping you would say
"Good Morning" to me; you didn't. So, I thought maybe it was a little
too early in the day to notice me! 

Again I tried to get your attention when you stepped out your door. I kissed your face with a soft gentle breeze. I breathed upon you my fragrant sweet breath of scented flowers. Then I sang you a love song through the birds in the trees. You walked right past me! 

Later on in the day: I watched over you as you were talking with some of
your friends. Oh how I wished you would talk to me also. I waited and
waited, but you just went along your way. 

This afternoon I sent you a refreshing shower and glistened to you from every raindrop. I even shouted to you a time or two with thunder trying to get your attention. Then, I painted you a lovely rainbow in the midst of my fluffy white clouds. I knew you would see me then, but you were unaware of my presence. 

This evening, to close the day, I sent you a beautiful sunset. After that, I
winked at you a thousand times through my stars hoping that you would wink back; you never did. 

Tonight, when you went to bed, I spilled moonlight upon your face to let you know that I was there with you. I was hoping that you would talk to me a little while before you went to sleep. You never said a word, it hurt me deeply; however, I continued to watch over you all through the night thinking  maybe, just maybe, you would say "Hello" to me in the morning. 

Each and everyday I have revealed myself to you in many strange and
wondrous ways, hoping that you would accept me as your shepherd.
For, I am the only one that can supply you with all your needs.
My love for you is deeper than the deepest ocean and bigger than the great
blue sky. I have so very much to give you and also share with you.
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. , please let me hear from you soon! 

Your Loving Friend 
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Verse 4:
 4But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

God’s desire is for all of us to become mature Christians. Christians who are fed on meat not milk. The problem is that many Christians stay on milk all their life. Where a Christian is not fed a daily diet of the Word, there is little growth and they waver, they falter,---they fall prey to satan’s attacks

God wants us to walk with Him---In Victory

When we learn as Paul learned to be content in all things---having Patience---calmly waiting---trusting God---letting God be God; in His time---then we are matured. It doesn’t mean that we are to want misery to come to us or that we enjoy the hurt the misery brings. It means we have learned when misery comes draw neigh to God and He will fill us with His sustaining Grace---the comfort of the Holy Spirit. And this is when we count it all joy.

Question: As a Christian, when terrible events happen in our life; is it OK to be Depressed?

Is Depression normal?
Illustration of Elijah

Illustration of preacher on Monday morning
Verse5:

 5If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

Go to God for knowledge---How to handle the situation

Question: How do we get knowledge from God? ( Prayer-Bible Study-God’s School of Tribulation
Illustration: How I asked God to help me: 1. money problems; 2. soul winner; 3. not rob God of His Glory.

Verse6: 

6But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 

Heb 11:6---- Must Have Faith---Mark 11:24---   1 John 5:14,15------ Proverb 3:5-7---Muller illustration---Watchman Nee Illustration on island never rained on heathen celebration----- Ivory coast missionary walking down path ran into demon worshipers

Question: How do you build Faith and stop from wavering?
Verse 7:

7For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.
No faith no power.......satan works to discourage us.

Expand how satan does this.

Verse 8:

 8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

We can’t mock God--- Galatians 6:7---- We can’t hang onto the world and God. A man walking in Faith will not mock God, will not walk in the world.

Illustration of men asking the Lord to save them yet want to hang onto the world.----- 

Illustration: Guard at jail hanging on to drinking and bitterness---not sure she is saved---and of man who got saved kept on drinking ended up in jail.

Verse 9:
 9Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:

God honors the humble and it’s hard to be humble when you are rich

Illustration of Dominicans vs Americans---and the Ugly American

Verse 10:

 10But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.
It is easier for a camel to go through an eye of a needle than for a rich man to be saved. Read Matthew 19:16-26

God knows the heart!!!!
 People, even saved people,  who are rich, tend to attribute their success to there own supposed great abilities. They may acknowledge God had a part; however, primarily they think it was because of their great skill and hard work and perhaps what they did without in the beginning. That’s what I thought.
Illustration: Of doorknocking in a rich neighborhood.

Verse 11:

 11For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 

Nothing of this world will last---We all need to build treasures for heaven---

Talk about money ---how it never satisfies---and how little is much and much is little.   Exodus 16:15-18 Expand
Verse 12:

12Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
Revelation 2:10 (KJV)
10Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

(Crowns 1. Incorruptible 2. Life 3. Glory 4. Righteousness 5. Rejoicing)

  All to throw at the feet of Jesus
We as Christians are to endure for the Glory of God.---Having done all to stand ---stand therefore.  We exist for God’s Glory and when we live our lives for this purpose God equips---powers us---fills us with His Grace---Enabling us to endure anything---All for His Glory

If we could just focus on the big picture – Jesus- All would be well- Tribulations –Temptations- Trials -  bring us closer to Jesus---we become more like Him and when we accept this fact---what peace we have, and how we have learned to be content, having patience, waiting on God, trusting God no matter what.  James tell us to count it all joy----Why---because the end result is a Christian Matured in God’s School. God’s School may seem arduous when we are in it---but OH! how wonderful the graduation is. Amen!!  

Victory is when we realize God’s Holy Spirit---His Fruit of the Spirit gives us all we need. ------

Then all we have to do is ask God to fill us. But with the filling of the Spirit comes the denial of self---self disappears and Christ appears high and lifted it. All is for His Glory

Denial of self---Romans 12:1,2 brings the filling---there’s only room for one in your vessel Self or God. You decide which you want
Question: What are you hanging on to? Is there something in your life that is stopping closeness with God?

Perhaps we struggle with day to day activities and don’t even realize that we are ignoring God and concentrating on our problems.  This happens, it is satan’s way of keeping Christians occupied to the point they don’t have time or desire to be a witness for Him. We tend to become so consumed with our own personal problems and forget about serving God. 

Hard preaching---but maybe it’s all to true. It’s not about us---it’s about HIM.

If satan succeeds in keeping us occupied with life’s tribulations he has robbed God of Glory and we have been party to it. 

Because every Christian knows that God will see Him through ever storm. He will never leave nor for sake us-----...weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning....

To we BELIEVE this ---Do we trust God????

If yes; then Stand for HIM---No matter what---be a witness for HIM

Proverbs 3:5-7

Many things that happen we will never understand until we get to heaven----but we know God Loves us and care for us and wants the very best for us---and he takes all----and makes good out of it....

Because He is God and He knows Best....and we trust Him...

Is there no other way open, God.

Except through sorrow, pain, and loss,

To stamp Christ’s likeness on my soul—

No other way except the cross?

And then a voice stills all my soul

As stilled the waves of Galilee,

“Can’st thou not bear the furnace heat

If midst the flames I walk with thee?

“I bore the cross. I know its weight.

I drank the cup I hold for thee.

Can’st thou not follow where I lead?

I’ll give thee strength. Lean hard on me.”   Author Unknown

B. God Does Not Test Faith With Evil.

Illus: Probably no story better illustrates sin than the story of Camelot.  In this epic tale, the trusted knight, Lancelot, gingerly slips his toe across the marital boundary.

• It started with a look -- an innocent look, without premeditation or evil intent.  

• But it was a short, slippery step from a look to lust, from infatuation to infidelity.  

• The look eventually led to a touch.  

• The touch sometime later led to a kiss.  

• The kiss, to adultery.  

• And adultery, to tragedy.

This passage of scripture makes it clear that we are not to blame God for this evil. This type of temptation comes about because of Satan who places the evil temptation before evil man who desires it.

James 1:13 through James 1:21 (KJV)  Read----

13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

Temptation is used in two senses: One with trials and here in this verse we see Temptation used as a urging to commit EVIL

13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God:

God does not tempt with evil---God allows us to be tempted with evil....

2 Samuel 24:1 (KJV)

1And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah.

Samuel is man’s point of view and Chronicles is God’s viewpoint..... 

1 Chronicles 21:1 (KJV)

1And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.

Yes...God allows us to be tempted with evil...but He does not tempt us with evil....satan the great accuser tempts...unmercifully....but God in His great wisdom takes the evil temptations of satan and grows us,

As Christians, we would do well to remember

1 Corinthians 10:13 (KJV)

13There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

Question: How do we find this escape?
You have to ask Him. 
Question: If this is true, why do we battle the same sin over and over again?
It is true, God will deliver us continually if we come to Him. But satan wants to destroy a Christian’s testimony and rob God of His Glory...

Expand ...men in prison or rehabs....

Illustration of man who saw woman with crack pipe.
: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

From J. Vernon McGee

“There is no evil in God. In Him all is goodness and all is light and all is right. John wrote in his first epistle, “This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light [that is, He is holy], and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). The Lord Jesus made this very interesting statement: “… for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me” (John 14:30). That means there is no evil or sin in Him. But every time Satan gets around me, he is able to find something in me.

Let me introduce something which is theological at this point: Jesus could not sin. Someone will immediately ask, “Why, then, was He tempted?” In Matthew 4:7 our Lord said to Satan, “… It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

God wants to save from sin, and He does not tempt men to sin—He wants to deliver men. He never uses sin as a test, but He will permit it, as we shall see. The Lord Jesus had no sin in Him—“The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.”

The reason He was tempted was to prove that there was nothing in Him. After He had lived a life down here for thirty-three years, Satan came with this temptation, a temptation that appealed to man’s total personality—the physical side, the mental side, and the spiritual side of man. The Lord Jesus could not fall, and the testing was given to demonstrate that He could not fall. If He could have fallen, then any moment your salvation and mine is in doubt. The minute He yielded to sin, we would have no Savior. His temptation was to prove that He could not sin.

Let me illustrate this with a very homely illustration from my boyhood in west Texas. My dad built cotton gins for the Murray Gin Company, and we lived in a little town that was near a branch of the Brazos River. 

In the summertime there wasn’t enough water in that river to rust a shingle nail, but when it began to rain in wintertime, you could almost float a battleship on it. 

One year a flood washed out the wooden bridge on which the Santa Fe railroad crossed the river. They replaced it with a steel bridge, and when they completed it, they brought in two locomotives, stopped them on top of the bridge, and tied down both of the whistles.

All of us who lived in that little town knew for sure that something was happening. We ran down to see what it was—all twenty-three of us! When we got there, one of the braver citizens asked the engineer, “What are you doing?” The engineer replied, “Well, we built this bridge, and we are testing it.” The man asked, “Why? Do you think it’s going to fall down?” That engineer drew himself up to his full height and said, “Of course it will not fall down! We are proving it won’t fall down.” 

For the same reason, Jesus was tested to prove that you and I have a Savior who could not sin. God cannot be tempted with sin, and God will not tempt you with sin.
2 Corinthians 5:21 (KJV)

21For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
Remember He was God but He was man---just like you or I---Except He is Perfect

Question: Can we be sinless---perfect?

 How can we sin less?

 14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 

Sin is designed by satan to appear attractive and he beguiles you to sin. The evil one tailor makes temptation for each of us; he knows what appeals to our flesh and he works repeatedly at this fault---weakness of our flesh. He is merciless and will stop at nothing to bring us down to his level---God’s ordain system is what keeps him at bay---he must ask God for permission to attack us and God knows how much we can bear and will not allow any more temptation on us than we can bear. 

The temptation of satan and the World will appeal to the flesh---ponder that for a moment. The temptation entices us through our own lustful desires. Usually these desires are for sins our flesh remembers---sins we used to commit or are still committing. Without our lustful desires, there could be no temptation. The temptation is birthed by our desires, to draw us to sin ---to death. How can one blame one’s sin on satan or the world when the lustful desire was already there. We all are responsiable for our on sins---we make our own choices. 

Illustration: Flip Wilson---the devil made me do it!

However, satan is aware of your sinful desires and will unmercifully attack these wicked desires that are within. 

I think ---as we prove ourselves warriors for Christ and are--- and have been resisting satan’s attacks by Christ’s Power, satan changes his tactics---he brings temptations of a different nature 

Each of us as Christians can readily see this amongst ourselves---as we begin to allow Christ to work in our lives ---to bring our flesh into submission to HIM---clean us up---- conform us to His image, we begin to develop resistance to satan’s attacks to commit sins we used to before being saved.

However, then he begins to tempt us with church sins

1 Corinthians 3:1 through 1 Corinthians 3:4 (KJV)

1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?

Question: How does satan work his wiles on us? Is it different in every person?

Why does satan tempt us?

15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

When the lust of the flesh is surrendered to the temptation----sin happens---The choice was made---  EXPAND
It’s up to the individual----to give in to the temptation or simply---by God’s Power resist the temptation.

Question: Is it sin to be tempted??   What does it mean to be tempted??

If you are tempted repeatedly with the same sin---what does it mean?

Martin Luther said, “You cannot keep birds from flying over your head but you can keep them from nesting in your hair.”

Christian---if you are continually temped by satan---stay on your knees---Praise God and ask Him to give you strength. Remember ---to be tempted is not sin---you have to choose in order for it to be sin.  When you are continually being tempted realize through this ---God is allow this to get you to stay close to HIM---ponder that!!

: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

Illustration of the beautiful people 20 years later after sins toil on them

SIN is death---make no mistake---sin is death ---it destroys---it corrupts ---it scars---it is misery!!!! Yet satan would have you forget the anguish of sin an remember only the pleasure of sin---for sin –in its appearance and for a brief period is pleasurable to the partaker. But alas---it bites like an adder---it destroys.

 16Do not err, my beloved brethren.

Psalm 66:18 (KJV)
18
If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:
Sin destroys fellowship with Jesus---if you can enjoy sin, which means you are out of fellowship with God, you need to examine your salvation. 

2 Corinthians 13:5 (KJV)

5Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
Expand:

Illustration:

 The story is told of the Calvinist and the Arminian who were having an argument. The Calvinist believes that once you are saved you can never be lost; the Arminian believes you can lose your salvation. The Arminian said, “If I believed your doctrine and were sure I was converted, I would take my fill of sin.” To which the Calvinist replied, “How much sin do you think it would take to fill a genuine Christian to his own satisfaction?” May I say to you, that is a tremendous answer. If you can be satisfied with sin, you need to examine yourself to see whether or not you are in the faith. “He that falls into sin is a man,” someone has said. “He that grieves at sin is a saint. He that boasts of sin is a devil.” My friend, all of us are subject to temptation, but let’s make sure that we do not give birth to sin.---- McGee
 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

Deuteronomy 32:4 (KJV)
4He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.

God is---He Is----It’s all God---- God is Good!!!----- God makes everything Good--- Romans 8:28

Have you stopped to consider how free you are from the agony of the: world--- of satan--- of sin--- when you truly trust God for everything. (Count it all Joy)     EXPAND

Philippians 4:11 through Philippians 4:13 (KJV)
11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
Paul learned and it was power to him---we to need to learn.

Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

John 1:1 through John 1:5 (KJV)
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
God is Life---Light---He Is Life 

Jesus died that we might have eternal life---John 3:16--- He wants all to be save

1 Timothy 2:4 (KJV)

4Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
And God will never leave you or forsake you!!!     Hebrews 13:5

Illustration:  of living under reaping and sowing preaching---told God... do your worst---God just loved me.
18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
This is speaking about being born again:

John 3:3----Born Again ----1Peter 1:23---Hebrews 4:12

Begat means: To Bring Forth: And that is exactly what God does in us when we accept Him as our Saviour. Two parts are required in conception for life and two parts are required for New Birth---God and You---

God did it all at Calvary and your part is simply to accept it!
Christ is the first-fruit of Christians; and Christians are the first-fruit of creation.
19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

Illus: Astronaut Michael Collins, speaking at a banquet, quoted the estimate of, the average man speaks 25,000 words a day and the average woman 30,000. Then he added: "Unfortunately, when I come home each day I've spoken my 25,000 -- and my wife hasn't started her 30,000."

We, men and women, like to talk---usually ---more than listening. 

We learn when we listen---but when we speak we show everyone how unlearned we are. 

Proverbs 19:27 (KJV)
27Cease, my son, to hear the instruction --- that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.

Knowledge comes when we listen --- yet man likes to hear himself speak ---he likes to feel important and so he talks and talks and talks. An intelligent man, before he speaks --- he listens. He chooses his words carefully. 

Proverbs 13:3 (KJV)
3He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.

Loose lips sink ships.----How much damage is caused by men and women wagging their tongues just simply to be heard and not even aware of the damage they are causing.    

Did you hear what Susie Q did ---- it was simply terrible what she did.

What good comes from telling others --- of others transgressions??
Proverbs 15:1 (KJV)
1A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.

A soft answer comes from a person thinking WWJD before they open their mouth. From a person who prays:

Psalm 19:14 (KJV)
14
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
A man who loves the Lord will be quick to listen---slow to speak---slow to wrath

 20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

Anger ---Bitterness consumes a man ---no power of God

Illus: How many times have you gotten in a conversation with someone and soon the conversation turned sour? Soon the conversation became a boxing match of words. That is, they hit you with some words that hurt and you came back and hit them with some words to hurt them. Soon the words got more wicked as they were being tossed back and forth at each other. The more you talked the angrier you got.

Listen, folks have done this and gotten so mad they have killed people. Our prisons are full of people who got angry and they began to curse and threaten someone until they finally got so angry they killed someone.

If you could talk to these people in prison, they would tell you the reason they are in jail is because they lost control of their tongue and soon it lead to a killing.

 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness,

Put away ---vile evilness---overflow of wickedness

John 14:15 (KJV)
15If ye love me, keep my commandments.

If you love God you will hate evil

 and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.
God’s Word is alive and is able to save your soul. Your part is to simply accept it. If you deny God’s Word entry into your heart you will die in your sins and spend eternity in hell-fire. ---Hebrews 4:12

Engrafted means: firmly implanted---part of you. God’s Word is alive and comes inside you---becoming part of you---bringing life to you.

1 Peter 1:23 (KJV)
23Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

All you have to do is invite the Word of God in your heart!

Illustration:

The story is told of a family that moved into a new community. They were promptly visited by two elders and the pastor of a nearby church, who cordially invited them to attend the services on the Lord's Day. The man assured them that he would come just as soon as he got straightened out.  Several months passed, and he still hadn't put in an appearance, so the minister called again and repeated his invitation.  But he received the same reply. The fellow hadn't yet gotten everything straightened out, but he'd be there just as soon as he did.  A few weeks later he died, and his widow asked to have the funeral services in the church. The preacher graciously agreed.  It was indeed a sad affair. Later when a member of the congregation asked the pastor if the man was a Christian, he answered, "He never attended services here, and no one can recall ever hearing him give a testimony of his faith in Christ, so I can't say.  I only know he was a man of his word.  He promised to come to church just as soon as he got straightened out -- and he did!"

It’s a Free Gift but you have to accept it!!!

Ephesians 2:8 (KJV)

8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Ephesians 2:9 (KJV)

9Not of works, lest any man should boast.

C. God Tests Faith By The Word, Not By Man’s Word

James 1:22 through James 1:27 (KJV)

22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

Illus: Some people catch religion like they catch a cold.  That is, they get it for a little while and they get over it.

We all know people who get religion every now and then.

John 8:31  “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.”
Notice, many Jews came to believed on Him, but the Lord wanted them to know:

· They can hear the truth.

· Memorize the truth.

But He said those who continue in the Word of God are, “My disciples”.

Sometimes people will say, “So and So claims to be saved, but they certainly do not live like a Christian!”

Listen, you can claim to be ANYTHING!

· You can claim to be an astronaut

· You can claim to be a brain surgeon

· You can claim to be a Martian

But listen, just because you claim to be something, does not mean it is true! A lot of people claim to be Christians but they are not!
If you are saved, people should be able to tell by your testimony that you are a child of God. There should be something different about you. Your Faith should be evident from your works.

Look in the mirror---what do you see. Are you showing your Faith by your works? What is different about your life as compared to a lost person?

Just because you say you are a Christian--- it doesn’t mean you are a Christian.

When you become Born Again, you become a new creature in Christ. You change--- you become a Child of God. 

And with this change, your Faith becomes apparent by what you do. Someone should be able to watch you and see Jesus in you. 

If someone can’t see Jesus through your life --- you need to Examine your Faith ---2 Corinthians 13:5----are you truly saved?
You may be the only example of the Word to someone you know--- how are you doing?
Illustration:
The Gospel is written a chapter a day

By deeds that you do and by words that you say

Men read what you say, whether faithless or true

Say, what is the Gospel according to you?
23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

J Vernon McGee says:
“A man beholding his natural face in a glass.” A very highly polished piece of brass was used as a mirror in that day. A mirror is a very interesting thing, and it is used here as a picture of the Word of God. When you look into a mirror, you see a reflection of yourself—you see yourself as you really are.

You may have noticed that on some pictures of Abraham Lincoln there is a wart on his cheek but that on others it is not there. As one artist was preparing to paint his portrait, he began to have Lincoln move around. He said, “President Lincoln, will you sit here?” Then this man would move his easel and have Lincoln shift around again. President Lincoln began to smile because he saw what the artist was doing. He was trying to get Lincoln in a position where the wart would not show. Finally the artist was satisfied, and he asked, “President Lincoln, how do you want me to paint you?” Lincoln replied, “Paint me just as I am—wart and all.” That’s what a mirror would tell you; if you have a wart, it will show up. That is one reason many of us don’t like to spend too much time in the presence of a mirror. My friend, the Word of God will tell you what you are.”
Faith without works is like a man who listens to the Word of God and comes away unbroken. 

John 16:8 (KJV)

8And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

God’s Word brings Truth

John 17:17 (KJV)

17Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

If you can listen to God’s Word and not be convicted --- not moved to put feet to your Faith---Check your salvation.
 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

The law of liberty is the Law of Faith---the Law of Grace; and he that hears God’s Word--- invites it into his heart---becomes Born Again and keeps God’s Commandments out of Love for God.  Shall be filled with God’s Fruit of the Spirit --- and truly have God’s Favor on his life.   EXPAND
God’s Word is powerful sharper than a two-edge sword---able to do all things---but it will not go where it is not desired. 

 Ungodly man will say the reason I do not want God’s Word---The reason I do not want to serve the Lord is:  Because I want to be FREE TO DO AS I PLEASE!

ARE YOU KIDDING!

The most bound man on this earth is the sinner.

· They are hooked on alcohol

· They are hooked on drugs

· They are hooked on gods of this world

· They are hooked by sin

The saved man has been set free from all those things, and he recognizes that God’s Word has shown him how to be saved, and now he is FREE from these things. He sees the Word of God as the perfect LAW OF LIBERTY.

Notice, he is not living a deceived life.
Illustration: A man was out walking in the desert when a voice said to him, "Pick up some pebbles and put them in your pocket, and tomorrow you will be both sorry and glad."  The man obeyed.  He stooped down and picked up a handful of pebbles and put them into his pocket.  

The next morning he reached into his pocket and found diamonds and rubies and emeralds.  And he was both glad and sorry. Glad that he had taken some -- sorry that he hadn't taken more.  

And so it is with God's Word.
26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 

James is telling us we will know a brother or sister by their works, by their actions, by their tongue. If they are using their tongue as an instrument of purveying deceitful, backbiting, hurtful words their religion ---their expression of Faith---is useless.

Religion nowadays means a type of worship including ceremonies or rituals, religion is useless and cannot save you; Christianity is not a religion, it is a person and that person is Christ. 

Illustration:  The Solid Rock

My Hope  is built on nothing less than Jesus’ 

Blood and righteousness

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

 but wholly lean on Jesus’ name

On Christ the Solid Rock I Stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand
All rituals and ceremonies are sinking sand
27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
A true Christian will be known by His or Hers Works; what they do speak of Christ.

A Christian cares about others and they will do something for others. They have a heart of love from Christ and show this love by acts of mercy. 
Matthew 25:34 through Matthew 25:40 (KJV)

34Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

 40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
This is how God intends Christians to live. 
, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

As you serve the Lord, guard yourselves from the evils of the world. The evil one delights in seeing Christians falling prey to the world. Be vigilant as you serve God---keep your Sword of the Lord always ready. 

Psalm 119:11 (KJV)

11
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

Illustration: Music-food-preaching at Drug Street---Holy Spirit Moved.

Illustration of man saying he witnesses in Drug houses by himself---sure way to fall.
Matthew 10:16 (KJV)

16Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.

D. God Tests Faith By Attitude And Action In Respect Of Persons

James 2:1 through James 2:13 (KJV)

Introduction: A lot of folks do not enjoy the book of James. Why? Because the book of James draws a clear line in the sand. 

That is, as we preach through this book we can clearly see:

 Who is saved and who is not saved.

 What we should do and what we should not do as

 Christians.

 What God likes and what God dislikes.

 How we should treat each other and how we should not treat each other.

This book of the Bible reminds us of the old time parents we use to have.

Illus: That is, the old time parents did not scratch their heads over disobedient children and say, “I do not know what we are going to do with this child.” 

They knew exactly what they were going to do, and when they got through with what they were going to do, the child wished he had not done what he had. 

Today we have parents saying to their child, “I wish you wouldn’t do that!” And the children pay them no attention whatsoever.

But the old time parents did not say, “I wish you wouldn’t do that!” No, they said, “Don’t do that!”

This is the way James is, he makes it clear WHAT WE SHOULD DO AND WHAT WE SHOULD NOT DO! 

You may not like what you hear or what you read in the Book of James, but when you get through with this book you know what you should do and not do.

Such is the case in our text today. 

This passage of scripture deals with showing partiality among the brethren. 

And when you look at this passage, it is clear this is something we should not do.
1My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.

Don’t be a spiritual snob: Jesus died for all and all means all. 

Sometimes as Christians, we become so judgmental. We tend to judge people--- with an attitude that inwardly asks the question:

“What are they doing here, I know they are living a life of sin, what are they doing coming to church?” 

If we begin to have a heart that prejudges folk by their appearance and manners we unknowingly become a tool of satan as he begins to rob the love of God from our heart. 

Without the love of God in our heart our Gospel message loses it’s power. The Gospel is made strong by our love because our love is increased when God is filling us with His Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit makes the Gospel alive.

Illustration of young teenage girl found by church member in woods wearing shorts in church and visiting preacher (his son and daughter-in-law were contemplating joining the church) complained to Pastor---Young girl got saved.

Where is your heart? 

I know of a pastor who tries to discourage certain people from joining his church because he doesn’t approve of their past and is afraid they might transgress again.

Jesus died for all

Matthew 9:13 (KJV)
13But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

 2For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 3And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 4Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of (with)evil thoughts?

There are all kinds of ways to show partiality. But in this example that James shows us, it has to do with showing favoritism to the RICH above the POOR.

The example that James gives us is one that takes place in churches all over America.

That is, James shows us a church where two men walked into the same church building. 

The one wearing nice jewelry and nice clothing and the ushers seeing him coming and says, “Ah Ha!” With a smile he is greeted and told to “...Sit thou here in a good place.”

But also, a poor man walks in and his clothes are not fashionable, nor are they clean and everyone says, “yuuuuk! We have a problem.  But they solve the problem by saying to him, “Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:”

James shows us a clear view of partiality by showing us these two men that represent the extreme ends of wealth and poverty.  And it is obvious they both did not get the same treatment.

This is why in verse 4, we read, “Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?”

This kind of partiality is seen in our churches frequently. For example:

Illus: A pastor that has a very large church down town in Columbia, South Carolina, is noted for knowing the members of his church personally.  Some of the most prominent people in Columbia attend his church.

However, a man and his wife that were exchange students went to his church for over a year and he kept saying to them, “Are you folks first time visitors!” 

The reason that he had to keep asking that question was because when they came to church they didn’t wear the nice clothes that most of the others were wearing. 

It was obvious from their appearance that they were poor, and in his mind, it never registered that they were important enough for him to take time to get to know them and memorize their names.

In a lot of churches you have people who are walking around and no one knows their names or anything about them.

Why? Because as people judge them from their appearance, it is obvious they do not meet their standards of acceptance and they are shunned.

This is exactly the kind of faith that God’s Word teaches we should NOT have.

Illus: A deplorable incident occurred in the life of Mahatma Ghandi. He said in his autobiography that during his student days he was interested in the Bible.  Deeply touched by reading the gospels, he seriously considered becoming a convert.  Christianity seemed to offer the real solution to the caste system that was dividing the people of India.  One Sunday he went to a church to see the minister and ask for instruction on the way of salvation and other Christian doctrines. But when he entered the sanctuary, the ushers refused him a seat and suggested that he go and worship with his own people.  He left and never went back.  "If Christians have caste differences also," he said to himself, "I might as well remain a Hindu." (Bible Illustrator)

 5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?
Matthew 19:16 through Matthew 19:24 (KJV)

16And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 17And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 18He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 19Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 20The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 21Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 22But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

23Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

Illustration: Jay Munoz in Dominican Republic said Americans have bad attitude have too much---Dominicans have nothing but have good attitudes. 

 6But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats? 7Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?

The rich oppress the poor: who can deny it?  Look all over the world, wherever you find the poor—uneducated you find oppression. 

Often this oppression is under the guise of helping these poor people, but in the world nothing is free. Those who have the ability to so call help also exact there payment and this payment comes in some form of oppression of the poor. 

Throughout history, the powerful rich have enslaved the poor uneducated.
Illustration:  Missionary Northern India told he couldn’t live with Tribe in jungle by Missionary in charge. He said it was too uncivilized for an Englishman and he had to maintain the caste division. 

The missionary went anyway and many were saved.   
Illustration: Oil Fields of Middle East---

After James tells us we should not have this kind of faith, he condemns those who do. 

8If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.

Illus: Friedrich Otto Hertz said, "At the heart of racism is the religious assertion that God made a creative mistake when He brought some people into being." 

The word "prejudice" means "prejudging" or "making an estimate of others without knowing the facts."

There is an old saying, “You can not judge a book by its cover.”  The same applies to mankind, we can not look at peoples appearance, and pre-judge them!

The scripture says: Ye commit SIN!!!!
 10For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 11For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.

If you commit one sin --- you have broken the law---you have transgressed the law. Yet we are not under the law however---we are under The Law of Jesus Christ the Law of Love

Matthew 22:37 through Matthew 22:40 (KJV)

37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
If you violate this commandment of God---you have transgressed against Jesus---and when you show respect of persons for any reason, you have done so!

Illustration: 

Gay---Majorette---downtown Atlanta---Where is the Heart

 12So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 13For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath showed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.
The law of Liberty ---is the law of Christ

Show no mercy---receive no mercy

Mercy beats Judgment

In this world system of God, you reap what you sow---Galatians 6:7. If you give Mercy, you receive Mercy. If you withhold Mercy, you receive no Mercy.

As a Christian when you have no mercy, You lose rewards in heaven. 1 Corinthians 3:11-17. And this life on earth that you live---will be miserable. 

No Peace---No Joy---No Love-----No Fruit of the Spirit. 

Christianity is all about the Heart---It’s about Love---This is why Jesus Died for us---To show us Love.

Are you showing Love?

Illustration: A woman visited New York City, and saw on the sidewalk a ragged cold, and hungry little girl, gazing wistfully at some of the cakes in a shop window. She stopped, and, taking the little one by the hand, led her into the store. Though she was aware that bread might be better for the cold child than cake, yet, desiring to gratify the shivering and abandoned one, she bought and gave her a cake she wanted. She then took her to another place, where she purchased for the girl a shawl and other items of comfort. The grateful little girl looked at the woman right in the eyes, and with precious simplicity said, "Are you God's wife?"

E. God Tests Faith By Good Works
James 2:14 through James 2:26 (KJV)

The story is told that the Devil had a meeting with his demons to decide how to persuade men that God was nonexistent. Since they themselves believed in His existence, they wondered just how to do it. One demon suggested that they tell people Jesus Christ never really existed and that men should not believe such fiction. Another demon suggested that they persuade men that death ends all and there is no need to worry about life after death. Finally, the most intelligent demon suggested that they tell everyone that there is a God, that there is Jesus Christ, and that believing in Him saves, but all you have to do is profess faith in Christ and then go on living in sin as you used to. They decided to use this tactic, and it is the tactic the Devil uses even today.

14What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?

Romans 10:13 (KJV)
13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
All you have to do is ask---but there must be a change---your--- Faith must be evidenced by your works. 

 Salvation is by Faith---no Works

Ephesians 2:8,9 (KJV)
8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Habakkuk 2:4---Galatians 3:11----Romans 1:17----Hebrews 10:38

All these verses say: The Just Shall Live By Faith: Faith is the Vehicle by Which Grace is applied to us. You must believe in the Shed Blood of Jesus Christ

---That through this Wonderful Sacrifice: your sins are forgiven and Salvation is yours: when you ask. 

Now James is not saying anything different that what all these other verses reveal to us. James is simply stating a Fact of Salvation, To wit: 

If you are Saved---You are Changed---A new creature in Christ---You are a child of God. And this change will be evident by the works you do.

It is easy for someone to profess a belief in Christ and not mean it. Many of us have done this. I, myself, have done this. I prayed a prayer of salvation without truly surrendering and did not receive salvation.  I received salvation, only when I believed---had Faith and totally 100% surrendered to Christ and then my Faith was seen by my Works:

 Let me also make this very clear to you: you are only saved 1 time. Christ died once for all sin. Salvation is only done once and it last for eternity.

True Faith brings Salvation and Then the Faith is evident by works.

James is saying, IF we are genuinely saved, that salvation produces works.

· A duck waddles because he is a duck.

· A rooster crows because he is a rooster.

· A pig wallows in the mud because he is a pig.

· A cow moos because he is a cow.

But a Christian produces GOOD WORKS because he is a Christian.

· And if you have the kind of faith that does not produce good works, you ought to get rid of it! 

James says such a faith does not profit us in the slightest!
Illus: Billy Graham had this to say about faith and works and their relationship to each other: “There really is no conflict between faith and works.  In the Christian life they go together like inhaling and exhaling. Faith is taking the Gospel in; works is taking the Gospel out.”
 15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?

True Faith is a heart of love and a heart of love is moved to action when there is a need and they can do something about it.

Love Cares and by Faith in Jesus, we are to love all as we love ourselves. And if we have need--- we make sure that need is met. Our Faith, will be seen by our works.

Illustration: 

A squall caught a party of tourists on a lake in Scotland and threatened to capsize their boat. When it seemed that the crisis had really come, the largest and strongest man in the party, in a state of intense fear, said, "Let us pray." "No, no, my man!" shouted the bluff old boatman; "let the little man pray. You take the oar."

 17Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.

What you do matters. Unbelievers look at you, they watch you, your works speak salvation to them. Christian what are your works speaking. Are you works evidence that you are one of God’s Children or do people think you are one of satan’s children?

Pretty rough question, huh? Shouldn’t be, your works should cry out the Glory of God and if they don’t: You need to check your salvation. 

Are you Saved? Do you have Saving Faith? Or do you have Professing Faith---False Faith?

Illustration:

A minister once talked to a man who professed conversion, and he asked, “Have you united with the church?” “No, I haven’t,” the man replied. “The dying thief never united with the church, and he went to heaven.” The minister asked, “Have you ever sat at the Lord’s table?” “No, the dying thief never did, and he was accepted” was the answer. The minister asked, “Have you been baptized?” “No,” he said, “the dying thief was never baptized, and he went to heaven.” “Have you given to missions?” “No, the dying thief did not give to missions, and he was not judged for it” was the reply. Then this disgusted minister said to the man, “Well, my friend, the difference between you two seems to be that he was a dying thief and you are a living thief.”
Are you pretending to be saved? Are you pretending to yourself that you are saved?

James says: if you are saved; your works will prove it. 

 19Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

Many many people say: I believe in Jesus. Believing is not salvation, devils believe and they are not saved. 

Illus: John Calvin said that having knowledge of God, “Can no more CONNECT man with God, than the sight of the sun can CONNECT him with God.”

Don’t lie to yourself and God. You know if you are saved or not. Your works are your evidence. 

Accepting Salvation by Faith means: You have invited Christ to come inside you to change you into His image. When you do this, God does, in fact, come inside you and change you. He produces Good Works through you.

If you are His child, you will do His Will.

 20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

Abraham was saved when he obeyed God’s call to leave home and go to another land:

Hebrews 11:8 through Hebrews 11:10 (KJV)
8By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

But his Faith was made perfect when he offered up his son. Works reveals perfect Faith.

Illustration:

Dr. J. M. Buckley, a Methodist preacher, was once asked to conduct what they used to call in those days an "experience meeting" at a church in the South. That was a meeting similar to a testimony meeting such as we sometimes have today. A woman arose and bore witness to the preciousness of her religion as light bringer and comfort giver. "That's good, sister!" commented Dr. Buckley. "But now about the practical side, the positive side. Does your religion make you strive to prepare your husband a good dinner? Does it make you look after him in every way?" Just then Dr. Buckley felt a yank at this coat tails by the host preacher, who whispered ardently, "Press those questions, doctor; press those questions. That's my wife!" 

Does our faith show by what we do for others?

 25Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
Rahab had heard about the God of Israel and when the spies of Israel were being hunted down, she hid them. 

She betrayed her own country. Why? Because she came to believe on the God of Israel. REAL FAITH WILL CAUSE A PERSON TO ACT ON WHAT THEY BELIEVE!

Look what she said to the spies, in Joshua 2:9-11,  “And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.  And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD, HE IS GOD IN HEAVEN ABOVE, AND IN EARTH BENEATH.”
Notice, she had a faith in God that caused her to act. She hid the spies.

Illustration:

During the spring many people plant gardens these days. 

One thing it seems that everyone loves to plant is watermelons. They prepare the soil and they drop that seed in the ground and they cover it up. Than as a little time elapses, that little watermelon seed begins to sprout and push a vine up out of the ground. And then in a few weeks a small watermelon begins to develop on the vine.

The reason that a watermelon begins to develop is because the seed that was planted was a watermelon seed.

The simple lesson is this, watermelon seeds produce water melons. 

Listen, when real faith is planted in our hearts, that seed will produce the right kind of works in our lives every time. 

This law of nature, works every time the same way. 

Illus: That is, no one has ever planted a watermelon seed and corn came up.  And every time the seed of REAL FAITH is planted you can rest assure that IT WILL PRODUCE WORKS

Closing Illustration: 

Two gentlemen were crossing the river in a little boat. They began to argue about faith and works. The man who was rowing them across the river was a fine, enlightened Christian and on hearing their discussion he turned to them and said, "I believe I can solve your difficulty. I hold in my hands two oars. The one I call faith and the other works. Now watch it. I pull the oar of faith alone. You see, we can only go around and around; we cannot go forward. Now I pull the oar of works; again we move around and around. Now, see, I pull both of them together and on we go." Then the Christian ferryman added his conclusion, "In my opinion, a faith without works is dead, or works without faith will not suffice" (James 2:26).

                         F. God Tests Faith By The Tongue
James 3:1 through James 3:18 (KJV)

Illustration: 

There was a peasant with a troubled conscience, who went to a monk for advice. He said that he had circulated a vile story about a friend, only to find out the story was not true. "If you want to make peace with your conscience," said the monk, "you must fill a bag with chicken feathers, go to every dooryard in the village, and drop at each of them one fluffy feather." The peasant did as he was told. Then he returned to the monk and announced he had finished. "Not yet," replied the monk, "Take your bag, make the rounds again and gather up every feather that you have dropped." "But the wind must have blown them all away," said the peasant. 

Words are easily dropped, but no matter how hard you try, you can never get them back again.

Illustration by McGee:

The tongue is the most dangerous weapon in the world. It is more deadly than the atom bomb, but no careful inspection is made of it. Some wag made the statement that it was a miracle in Balaam’s day for an ass to speak, but today it is a miracle when he keeps quiet. Someone else pointed out that it takes a baby two years to learn to talk and fifty years to learn to keep his mouth shut.

Proverbs 29:11 (KJV)
11A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.
Illustration:

The story is told of a man who had been fishing out on a pier for several hours and had not caught anything. As two women walked out on the pier, he finally pulled in a fish. It wasn’t a very large fish, and one of these two women took it upon herself to rebuke this man: “Aren’t you ashamed of yourself for so cruelly catching this poor little fish?” And the man, without even looking up, because he was a little discouraged anyway, said, “Maybe you are right, lady, but if the fish had kept his mouth shut he wouldn’t have been caught.”

Illustration:

And From Spurgeon’s “Salt Cellars” :

“The boneless tongue, so small and weak,

Can crush and kill,” declared the Greek.

“The tongue destroys a greater hoard,”

The Turk asserts, “than does the sword.”

A Persian proverb wisely saith,

“A lengthy tongue—an early death”;

Or sometimes takes this form instead,

“Don’t let your tongue cut off your head.”

“The tongue can speak a word whose speed,”

The Chinese say, “outstrips the steed”;

While Arab sages this impart,

“The tongue’s great storehouse is the heart.”

From Hebrew wit this maxim sprung,

“Though feet should slip, ne’er let the tongue.”

The sacred writer crowns the whole,

“Who keeps his tongue doth keep his soul!”

McGee says: “All of these sayings are very wise. I believe fervently that the most dangerous thing in the world is the tongue. I think the church is more harmed by the termites within than by the woodpeckers on the outside. Someone has put it like this: “Thou art master of the unspoken word, but the spoken word is master of you.” In other words, my friend, once you have said it, it is beyond your control.

James Chapter 3 tests our Faith by our tongue; verse one deals with those who teach the Word of God

1My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.

It is an awesome responsibility to teach the Word of God, it is not a task to be taken lightly.  It is: A position of responsibility to which God will call you and will hold you accountable. More to the point, if you neglect or misuse this calling, God will bring you into condemnation. 

God’s teachers are to teach the Word of God not their beliefs. This is the primary responsibility of a Christian teacher: Teach the Word of God.

The responsibility of the one being taught is:  Check what is being taught with the Word of God.

 2For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.

As we live our life it is difficult not to offend someone. A mature Christian readily learns what comes from his mouth started in his heart. 

A heart surrendered totally to Christ does not utter vicious hurtful words because those type of Words are not in his heart. The heart is what is revealed when a man opens his mouth to speak. 

A Christian who controls his tongue has his whole body in control---his body in subjection to Jesus Christ.
 3Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. 4Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.

By bridling our tongue we control the whole body. The tongue is powerful---very powerful and is compared to a helm of a ship (steering device). If a ship has a defective helm it will shipwreck. If we have a defective tongue we will shipwreck. 

Illustration:

Xanthus, the philosopher, once told his servant that the next day he was going to have some friends for dinner and that he should get the best thing he could find in the market. The philosopher and his guests sat down the next day at the table. They had nothing but tongue--four or five courses of tongue--tongue cooked in this way, and tongue cooked in that way. The philosopher finally lost his patience and said to his servant, "Didn't I tell you to get the best thing in the market?" The servant said, "I did get the best thing in the market. Isn't the tongue the organ of sociability, the organ of eloquence, the organ of kindness, the organ of worship?" Then Xanthus the philosopher said, "Tomorrow I want you to get the worst thing in the market." And on the morrow the philosopher sat at the table, and there was nothing there but tongue--four or five courses of tongue--tongue in this shape and tongue in that shape. The philosopher again lost his patience and said, "Didn't I tell you to get the worst thing in the market?" The servant replied, "I did; for isn't the tongue the organ of blasphemy, the organ of defamation, the organ of lying?" Well done, servant; you certainly taught the philosopher a lesson, the same lesson the Apostle James wants to teach us in the third chapter. The tongue can do great good, and it can do great evil.
As we continue with this teaching of James on the matter of the tongue, we would do well to consider our ways: That is the way of our tongue. Are we using our tongue to further the Kingdom of Christ or are we hindering the Kingdom of Christ. When we stand before God at the Bemma Judgment will our reward be ---wood –hay-stubble-- and be burned? If we have an unruly tongue----yes we will have only burned rewards and be saved yet so as by fire. 

1 Corinthians 3

 5Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

A tongue—spurred by an evil heart wreak havoc---kindling a  fire of iniquity to destroy one’s life and those around it and it is fueled from the fire (Iniquity)of hell itself. 

What is inside you will come out; it is God’s ordained law. You cannot conceal your heart. If your heart is deceitful, it will come out through your tongue. It is a fact of life. Who you are, will be evidenced by your tongue. This is what we are to see from the 3rd Chapter of James: Our Faith will be tested by our tongue. 

Faith that has Good Works will not tear down and destroy others with their tongue.

 Faith that has Good Works will not allow their tongue to utter vile wickedness.

Faith that has Good Works will not let their tongue ramble on with words of foolishness.

Proverbs 10:19 (KJV)
19In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.
That says it all!

7For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 8But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 

Illustration by McGee:

In my younger days, when the circus was coming to town, a group of us young folk would gather at some home, have a time of fellowship and a late dinner, then go down to the railroad yards to watch the circus come in and unload. As the parade of moving it out to the circus grounds was in progress, we would go along with it and then watch the tent being put up. One time we were even invited to have breakfast with them in the cook tent. 

My, what a thrill that was! Clyde Beatty was then with the Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Circus, and he had charge of the wild animals. He was the one who went into the cages and put them through their paces. We were in that tent, not as paid customers, but just watching them put up everything. Clyde Beatty went to a cage in which there were some little lion cubs; I think there were three or four of them. He took them out and began to play with them. He rolled them, and they bit at him; he grabbed them and turned them over, just having a big time with them. 

We went over and asked him why he did that. He said this: “I would never go into a cage with a lion that I had not brought up from the time it was a cub. You cannot train an old lion. I begin with these little ones, and when they grow up into fine, fierce-looking young lions, I will take them into the cage with me. But they know me, and I know them.” 

May I say to you, you can tame a lion; you can tame an elephant, but you cannot tame the little tongue. As someone has said, “The most untamable thing in the world has its den just behind the teeth.” That’s one little animal which no zoo has in captivity, no circus can make it perform, no man can tame it. Only a regenerate tongue in a redeemed body, a tongue that God has tamed, can be used for Him
The New Birth---Born Again ---A New Creature in Christ---has a New Tongue---a New Tongue to proclaim the Glories of God. If you are a Christian and you are not proclaiming God’s Glory---Check Your Salvation.

9Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 

If you don’t have anything good to say about someone---don’t say anything. If we would stop and think (WWJD) before we talk, we probably wouldn’t say much. It’s sad that so often we amuse ourselves at someone else’s expense. What good does it do to speak of someone’s misfortune or transgression?

We are to edify each other: not tear each other down. It’s sad how many preachers, teachers, church members use the pulpit or their position of leadership, to tear down another preacher or someone serving the Lord because they don’t do it the way they do.

What good does this do for anybody? Why even mention the person?

Why not just simply preach the Word of God and let the Truth prevail.
John 17:17 (KJV)

17Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
 And why do Christians capitalize on others misfortune and hammer them for their own edification?

Who does this edify? Who benefits when an individual is presented for ridicule? 

Verse one states: Teachers are to come into greater condemnation; they are held to high standards. Whoever: preacher, teacher, leader, or anyone who teaches God’s Word does not have the right to tear someone down. 

If you teach or preach and use illustrations of people, when you speak of them, you should do so as if you were speaking of your spouse, children, or siblings; with the same love you have for them.
1 John 4:20,21 (KJV)
20If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

21And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

Our Lord’s Parables are delivered to us with Love that went to Calvary for us, and we would do well to remember that. 
Your Faith is declared by your Works---The Works of your Tongue!
11Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 12Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

Illustration: 

A great many persons who are just in many things are unjust in speaking. A great many men who are cautious in their demeanor abroad, at home and in their own household are heedless, and even rash. There are Christian heads of families who shoot across the table from day to day words which stir up the worst feelings that men can have. Many children are brought up in the midst of provocations and quarrels. Many and many a household has no free chimney which carries away the smoke of these conflicts, and the smoke falls down, leaving harm where it rests; and there is a settled condition of unhappiness as the result.
What confusion this is to our children as we with one breath speak of our love to them but with the next, we unknowingly express our displeasure, which often is viewed as hate. 

Confusion to our loved ones---Confusion to God... it is not supposed to be so. 

Fresh water and Salt water don’t come from the same spring and a Tongue of Faith espousing Love and Hate should not be so.

13Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 

Who is a Wise Man that walks in humble wisdom?:

•
He teaches CHURCH ATTENDANCE, and he practices church attendance.

•
He teaches HOLY LIVING, and he practices holiness.

•
He teaches TITHING, and he practices tithing.

•
He teaches TRUTHFULNESS, and he practices truthfulness.

•
He teaches BIBLE STUDY, and he practices Bible study.

•
He teaches FORGIVENESS, and he practices forgiveness.

•
He teaches KINDNESS, and he practices kindness.

•
He teaches WITNESSING, and the practices witnessing.

•
He teaches PAYING YOUR BILLS, on time and he practices paying his bills on time. 

He is a WISE MAN in that he knows what he teaches is RIGHT, and he knows that what he teaches to others is also good for him! 

Listen, when a person teaches GODLY WISDOM, but practice UNGODLY WISDOM, their tongue will show they are a UNWISE PERSON.

Why? If what they are saying is good enough for others, it is also good enough for them to live by. 

The WISE MAN is not a person that has all kinds of facts, figures, theories in his mind. He truly BELIEVES what he teaches and PRACTICES IT HIMSELF.

A  humble wise man not only TALKS A GOOD TALK, HE ALSO WALKS A GOOD WALK.
14But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 

If this verse describes you: are you saved?

 According to scripture, a Saved person will not allow evil strife to reside in their heart. What is in your heart?
Look inside your heart

Psalm 139:23,24 (KJV)

23
Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

24
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Do you find love in your heart?

Or do you find envy and strife? Don’t boast about it or deny it---confess it and get rid of it. Fill your heart with Jesus

Illustration:

Those who study bees tell us when a honeybee drives its barbed stinger into flesh, it becomes so firmly imbedded that the only way the bee can escape is to leave the stinger behind. This, however, is sure to cause the death of the bee. It receives such a wound that it cannot possibly recover. So it is with us. Sometimes we sting others because they are a little better than we are. Being jealous of them, we not only leave the sting in those who happen to disagree with us, but the act brings about spiritual harm to ourselves. If our zeal embitters others, it will multiply bitterness within our own hearts. Thus, when others feel the bitterness of our zeal, they will surely come to the conclusion that we do not possess Jesus Christ who descended from heaven to give us new life.

15This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

False Wisdom is not of God but of the evil one. It is good for nothing, it breeds misery---such is sin.

 Notice, this godless wisdom produces BITTER ENVYING AND STRIFE.

That is, there are preachers, teachers, and Christians that use their tongue to promote ENVYINGS AND STRIFE.

•
They are jealous of someone’s POSITION, and they use their tongues to cut that person into shreds.

•
They are Jealous of someone’s ABILITY, and they use their tongue to destroy people.

•
They are jealous of someone’s PERSONALITY, and they are constantly belittling that person.

Those who practice this are controlled by a FALSE WISDOM.
 16For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

Envy and Strife are of satan---as is confusion

1 Corinthians 14:33 (KJV)
33For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

False Wisdom breeds envy-strife-division and it will destroy a church.

1 Corinthians 3:1 through 1 Corinthians 3:3 (KJV)
1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
Envy-strife-division are powerful weapons of satan and he knows how to use these evil weapons expertly. It is so sad that he never lacks for carnal Christians to work his dirty work through.

Weak fleshly minded Christians who are more concerned with themselves than the cause of Christ. This is why so many of our churches are dying on the vine---why there is no growth in them

ENVY-STRIFE-DIVISION-----Fuel to destroy a Church

Illustration:

A flourishing church was once reduced to complete ineffectuality: Why?

Because,  Sunday school had customarily been held in the afternoon. But the pastor and others in the church wanted to change it to the morning hour. They knew that the Sunday school superintendent was strongly opposed to this. Rather than face the matter openly with him, they met in secret and voted to change the hour. When he learned of it, his feelings were deeply hurt. Angry words were exchanged. People in the church began to take sides, and soon a sizable faction moved out. Bitterness quenched the work of the Spirit, and what was once a deeply spiritual and soul-winning church became a poorly attended one. Lacking support, the edifice itself became shabby and unattractive, reflecting outwardly the destructive result of jealousy that led to strife and divisions.

The evil one-satan – is the author of confusion and his tools are envy-strife-and division.

 17But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and {easy to be entreated, (submissive)} full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.
Wisdom is a synonym for Jesus: When you are filled with the Fruit of the Spirit---you are indeed full of Wisdom.

All that you do speaks of Peace and Contentment---Such is Jesus---Everything good is in Jesus and when Jesus fills us we do good things and peace is everywhere.

God’s Fruit of Righteousness planted with Peace by Peacemakers will yield a bountiful crop of God’s Goodness.

Peace will never come to the world until they first have Godly Wisdom---Jesus---Faith evidenced by Good Works

Christian is your Tongue Evidence of your Good Works---Does it reveal Faith Real Faith or does your tongue cry out False Faith.
II. Vacuity and Vapidness of Worldliness, Chapter 4

The emptiness and lifelessness of Worldliness: What is worldliness?  

It is friendship with the world

When you become a friend of the world you become and enemy of God.

Pretty strong language HuH? AN ENEMY OF GOD

But that is exactly what James is telling us here---friendship with the world is being an enemy to God. Moreover, James is speaking to Christians everywhere---even to you right now!

Are you a friend of the world? Do you want things that God does not want you to have? Do you desire the world’s sinful pleasures? Do you bring the sin of the world into the church?

Most Christians will answer no to these questions; however, if the truth be told, then all of us would have to admit; we have to battle friendship with the world.

James 4:1 through James 4:17 (KJV)
1From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

Envy-strife-and division: these are evil lustful desires that are seen prevalently in the world. Yet, they are also prevalent in the church. Trouble is, we Christians are beguiled by our own selfishness and we can’t see our own nose on our face.

These worldly sins we bring into the church and they destroy the effectiveness of our churches. 

The lust of the eyes moves us to envy---The lust of the flesh move us to strife---The pride of life moves us to division.

1 John 2:15 through 1 John 2:17 (KJV)
15Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

   This lust that wars in your members is your evil desires that have not been put into submission to Christ. When you were saved, God cleansed you, gave you all power over sin. Yet, man, in his imperfection lusts for the world. God, knowing this, is ever vigilant, reproving you of your thoughts, and giving you power to resist temptation. Problem is, when a Christian succumbs to sin repeatedly, God’s reproving becomes less and less.

Matthew 18 instructs us to go to a brother when we have aught with him. If that does not work , then we are told to bring another brother with us to reconcile. And then, if the matter is still not resolved, we are told to bring the brother to the church and if the offending brother will not heed the church, he is asked to leave the fellowship.

God’s instruction in Matthew 18 is a good example to us in our personal relationship with God. God is longsuffering and as we are His children, He lovingly corrects through:

1. The Holy Spirit speaking to us in our inner man, convicting us of our sin, and if we do not heed the reproving of the Holy Spirit.  John 16:8

2. God brings chastisement to us from various means. Trouble-Sickness-Misfortune. If still the sinning Christian does not heed God’s instruction. Hebrews 12:6

3. God will let us be consumed in our own lusts. Sin is a downward spiral leading to death and destruction. 1 John 5:16

James, through his writings, wants us to see the sin we are harboring in our hearts. The sin we refuse to recognize. Because our sin is hindering the cause of Christ.

Our sin is why REVIVAL does not come!!

 2Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 

How can you pray when you have dirty hands?

Talk about feeling bad---Prayers that bounce off ceilings. When sin lies in your heart---your prayers have no power and if your prayers have no power, then you don’t pray and the result is things stay rotten.

If you lust---and let your sinful desires continue---they bring you destruction. You begin to be angry then hate and then you kill. (To hate is to murder)

Such is the catalyst for fighting and wars

Illustration Watchman Nee: Two Chinese rice farmers on hill---Pumping Water   (How we should be and power of prayer)

3Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
When you pray, pray to glorify God not yourself: That is the key to answered prayer. If you go to God for selfish reasons don’t expect to receive a blessing.

Prayer prayed for God’s Glory, unleashes God’s Power in our life: 

Illustration: 

Prayer is to God as rails are to a locomotive. A locomotive is a powerful engine capable of moving massive quantities of goods over a thousand miles a day---Yet without Rails the powerful locomotive cannot move.

God is all-powerfull--- Yet without our Prayers He will not move. God’s Will is opened to us through prayer
 4Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

If you want the sin of the world, you are an enemy of God. What do you want sin or God. The two don’t mix.

Illustration:

If a cube of lead is placed on a cube of gold, the two metals slowly but inevitably begin to penetrate each other. In the same manner we tend to imbibe the spirit, to share the opinions, to partake of the qualities of our intimate associates. Though we may believe that our gold will enrich their lead, the opposite is far more likely to prove true--their lead will debase our gold. That is why the Psalmist said, "Depart from me, ye evil doers, that I may keep the commandments of my God" (Ps. 119:115).

The Church is the Bride of Christ and when we go after the world, we are committing adultery and God does not like this.

 5Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

God’s Spirit is in us and is jealous of us---God wants all of us and does not want to share us.

Deuteronomy 4:24 (KJV)

24For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. 

 Christians, have a marriage relationship with the Lord. And anytime we go outside of this relationship for enjoyment or satisfaction, we have committed spiritual adultery.

But even if we fall into this trap, God wants you to know that He still loves you and will forgive you. He loves us with a jealous love....He desires us!

Exodus 20:5, we read, “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God.”

Ex 34:14, we read, “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”

6But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 

We see this in:
Proverbs 3:34 (KJV)
34Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly.
God is full of Grace because He loves us. We need to remember each and every day: God Loves You
And when you sin: He forgives you.  ---- 

What does God want from you?----Your heart---He wants your heart.

Illustration:
A Korean Christian showed that he had grasped the meaning of the injury caused by anger when he got up in prayer meeting and said, "I heard the missionary say that every burst of anger pierced the heart of Jesus. So I hung a picture of the Lord Jesus on my wall, and every time I lost my temper, I put a thorn on that picture. The picture was soon covered with thorns. A great love welled up in me that He should suffer because of my temper; now He gives me grace in temptation. I say, 'Not I, but Christ within me,' and His sweetness comes instead of my bad temper."
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Oh what a wonderful verse: freedom from the wiles of the devil by submitting to God. Is it really that easy, just come to God and you have victory?
Yes---over and over again. Submit---Give Yourself to God and have victory. You submit---resist the devil and God gives you grace to this and then He makes satan flee. It is just that easy.

Trouble is satan beguiles us to thinking this is not true. The second satan attacks you run to God and---stay there. 

There is no peace for a Christian away from God and when the evil one is attacking, the closer to God you are the better. 

Note: Bible makes it clear that before Satan FLEES, we must first SUBMIT.

Too many Christians try to battle satan in their own power and lose. You can’t beat satan and if you try you will just get hurt---but Jesus has already beaten him---the battle is won and we are victorious----Christian---claim this victory and stand on the Blood of Jesus.
Illustration: 20 Second Pause---Philippians 4:13 ---John H. dentist Chair.

Pain unbearable repeated 4:13 over and over...pain quit.

 8Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

God wants you close to Him ---real close---and when we are in trouble---we draw nigh to God. Seems like after awhile we Christians would wise up and draw nigh to God before trouble came: Sure would save us a heap of heart-ache. 

It is said that one time Martin Luther threw an inkwell at satan-----He was resisting the devil---

Folks---he is real and he is out there causing trouble---- draw nigh to God ---God will protect.

A wolf only attacks sheep that are away from the shepherd; if the sheep is close to the shepherd, he is safe. The closer the sheep is to the shepherd, the safer the sheep is.

Same with us----stay close to God and be safe

A interesting thing about being close to God---you can’t be there unless you have clean hands and your heart and mine are Christ’s. You can’t have one foot in the world and one foot with God--- it doesn’t work that way, remember God is a jealous God and He died for your love---all your love
Illus: I like that chorus, “I have decided to follow Jesus.”  It goes like this:

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back.

The world behind me, the cross before me;

The world behind me, the cross before me; 

The world behind me, the cross before me;

No turning back, no turning back.

Tho' none go with me, still I will follow;

Tho' none go with me, still I will follow;

Tho' none go with me, still I will follow;

No turning back, no turning back.

We have the wonderful opportunity as Believers to draw as close to God as we want to draw. 

 9Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

Hate Sin---When you learn to hate sin and---- grieve for what it does to God---you are beginning to understand God’s sorrow over our sin.

 Why He had to die for our sin: Our sin is a continual affront to God until it is washed by the Blood of Jesus. It pains God---Sin hurts God and we must hate sin. 

As Christians, we are to pray 1 John 1:9 to keep our relationship with God through the Holy Spirit. 

Illustration:
If you are troubled by a certain sin and you desire victory over this sin, you must learn to hate it--- Example Drugs---Alcohol---Lust---Personal Example

Power over anxiety. 

 10Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

Wow! This is the answer---Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord. Throw pride out the door and Wow! What a great relationship you have with God and God can then use you to work for His kingdom. 

Before God can use you---He must humble you---

You have to realize you are nothing and God is everything and through GOD YOU ARE EVERYTHING. 

The apostle Paul after his Damascus road experience spent almost three years in Arabia---In God’s School and God’s School teaches humility.

Illustration:

When you are in the process of humbling yourself, the Lord will load you with blessings. God wants you to be like the stalk of wheat that is full of beautiful grains. The more it is loaded the lower it stoops down. Thus, my dear friend, your real riches will be manifested by your humility.

Illustration:

 F.B. Meyer once said: "I used to think that God's gifts were on shelves one above the other, and that the taller we grew in Christian character the easier we could reach them. I now find that God's gifts are on shelves one beneath the other. It is not a question of growing taller but of stooping lower; that we have to go down, always down, to get His best gifts."

11Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 12There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another? 

If you don’t have something good to say about someone, don’t say anything. Who appointed you judge? No one. God is the lawgiver and the judge. His commandments are for all of us and His commandments are all summed up in Matthew 22:37-40. It is all about love, and a heart of love is not vindictive or judgmental. 

Sometimes we must as responsiable leaders of a flock must deal with open sin and when this is done, it is always done to help the one in sin to depart from their sinful ways. It is always done in love and if not, then the administers of justice are (speaking evil of the law, and judging the law) 1 Corinthians 5 for example of proper judgment

It’s all about love.
Illustration:

There is a childhood rhyme that we would quote when we were children and a playmate would call us names.  It went like this,  “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”  That’s not really true is it?

The wrong words can, and do, hurt us as much as anything on earth.  When someone says an evil thing about us, it can...

•
Bring tears to our eyes.

•
Cause us to loose sleep.

•
Destroy a happy marriage.

•
Destroy a friendship.

•
Destroy a person’s reputation.

•
Destroy good churches.

Whoever came up with the saying that words can never hurt us did not know what he was talking about!
13Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 14Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

How long is a vapor?

Psalm 90:10 (KJV)

10
The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
and

Proverbs tells us live right –live long---trust in God- be healthy

Even if you live to be 125 it is still just a vapor!! 

We are all going to die:

Hebrews 9:27 (KJV)
27And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
Yes, we are all going to die and we don’t know when. It could be tomorrow. That being the case, then we should be ready to go at anytime.

How do you be ready? Simple --- Get Saved and live for Jesus
2 Corinthians 6:2 (KJV)
2(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)       

Isaiah 49:8

 15For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 

Our lives are in the hand of God:

Illustration:

"For we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28)

The farmer who had been sick was being visited by his pastor. "How are you getting along?" asked the minister. "Just as I would have it, pastor," he answered. "But how must I understand this?" asked the preacher. "Do you wish sickness for yourself?" "No," said the farmer, "but what God wills that I also will. If it is God's will that I should be sick now; then it is my will, too. If it be His will that I die now, then it is my will, too. Should He will that I get well again, then I will it, too. Everything is placed in His hands, let Him deal with me as it pleases Him."

Illustration:
The King, Christian III, of Denmark, when exceedingly sick, and without the medicine to cure him, laughingly asked: "Where are we now, who are accustomed to being called the great ones, when we are so utterly cast down by a fever? On account of what are we so proud? Even when we are adorned with all manner of human righteousness, we still bring nothing to God but a heap of sin. Therefore let us seek refuge in the Son of God, and accept His righteousness by true faith. This will lead us to eternal life."

It is this double confession of our nothingness combined with a humble confession and committal of ourselves to God through Christ that brings us any contentment.
16But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.

Man is nothing without God! He has nothing of which to boast and if he does it is sin

 17Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
What is God putting on your heart to do? Whatever it is you had better do it. God’s Will ---Will be done. 

Philippians 2:13 (KJV)

13For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
Do God’s Will and Know that God’s Will --- Will be done.

Closing Illus:

There was a man who was walking down the road leading a cow and a neighbor said, “Where are you going?” The man said, “I am going down the road to sell my cow!” The neighbor said, “You mean if it is the Lord’s will you are going to sell your cow.” He said, “No, that is not what I mean, I am going to sell my cow.” After about an hour this same man came down the road all beaten up, bleeding and his clothes torned. The neighbor said, “What happened to you?” He said I was going down the road to sell my cow and some fellows jumped out from behind some bushes, beat me up and stole my cow.” The neighbor said, “Where are you going now?” He said, “If the Lord will, I am going home!”

Thy Will Be Done!!!

III. Vexation of the Rich; Value of the Imminent Coming of Christ Chapter 5

A. The Rich Warned, Chapter 5:1-6 
Introduction: 

Matthew 16:26 (KJV)

26For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
How much money is a soul worth? How much would a dying lost man pay for another year of life? All he had, don’t you reckon? 

Do you think the lost think they can take it with them?

Illustration:
When one of the Vanderbilts was dying, the family was waiting in an outer room: as the doctor and lawyer came from the dead Vanderbilt, one of the more outspoken family members asked the lawyer. “How much did he leave?” to which, the lawyer replied, “All of it.”

All the great wealth the Pharaohs of Egypt had sealed in their tombs with them; have been robbed by tomb raiders.

When the lost die, all they take with them is their sins and they will pay for them in hell for eternity. 

James 5:

1Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.
To the rich young ruler:
Matthew 19:21 through Matthew 19:24 (KJV) 21Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 22But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

23Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

Why are the rich doomed to weep and howl? : Because riches become their god.

Illustration:

A London newspaper offered a prize for the best definition of money. It was awarded to a young man whose definition was, "Money is an article which may be used as a universal passport to everywhere except heaven and as a universal provider of everything except happiness."

2Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 3Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire.  Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.

Our God is a jealous God: and will have no god before Him: and if someone lives for riches the corruptness of the riches will cry out against them and consume their flesh in hell!

Luke 16:19 through Luke 16:25 (KJV)
19There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 25But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
Sin never satisfies and is all consuming: and the love of money is sin!
1 Timothy 6:10 (KJV)
10For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

These verses speak strongly to the lost but consider Christian: how strongly they speak to you if you live for the love of money instead of Christ!
Illustration: When in business---said not to make money but to create---business was how I (painted a picture)---my glory not God’s and I justified it.

Illustration: 

One day a wealthy old miser visited a preacher who took him by the hand and led him to a window. "Look out there," he said, pointing to the street. "What do you see?" "I see men and women and little children," answered the rich man. Again the preacher took him by the hand and led him to the mirror and said, "What do you see now?" "Now I see myself," the rich man replied. Then the preacher said, "Behold, in the window there is glass, but the glass of the mirror is covered with silver, and no sooner is the silver added then you fail to see others but see only yourself." 

If you see self and all the respect and honor others ought to give you, you are on dangerous ground. You won't be able to see others if self is in the image you hold in front of you.

4Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.

The man making money tends to justify the means by the end. As long as no laws are broken or you are sure you want get caught---the end justifies the means. 

Illus:  Lying and cheating have been given a new name by some people in the business world.  The new name is, “Good business.”

But God knows all ---He knows the hearts of man. What will you do for money.

Illus:  A man in Columbia, S. C., had a welding shop.  He had half a dozen employees and took money out of their salaries each week to provide health care for them.  One day one of the employees had to go to the hospital and he found out he had no health care coverage.  He discovered all that money he had paid for health care for all those years was not used for health care insurance, and he had absolutely no insurance.

Corporations and labor unions have done this to people for years and have gotten FILTHY RICH in the process.

God warns the FILTHY RICH that He hears the cries of those who have been cheated - “...and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.”

The word “sabaoth,” is translated from a Hebrew word meaning:  “Hosts, or Armies.”

God wants the wicked rich to know that He knows what they have done.  
This is a good time for us ---Christians to --- consider our ways.

How important is money to us and what will we sacrifice to have it---
How many hours should a man work to provide for his family?

Proverbs 23:4,5 

4Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.

5Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.

Let God’s Word guide you as you provide for your family.
5Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 6Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.

Illustration: Payday Someday: Dr. RG Lee

King Ahab wanted Naboth’s vineyard and offered to buy it but Naboth would not sell it....

Wicked Jezebel , King Ahab’s wife, said not to fret, I’ll get it for you. She had him stoned and told King Ahab go take possession of your vineyard.

The Word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite for him to speak unto King Ahab

1 Kings 21:19 and 1 Kings 21:23 (KJV)
19And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. 

23And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.
There is a Payday Someday
B. The Coming of Christ is a Comfort, Chapter 5:7-12

Titus 2:13 (KJV)
13Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

Every Christian should be eagerly awaiting the Coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

First, Christ comes for His Church at the Rapture then starts the Tribulation and 7 years later Christ comes to usher in the Millennium. 

When Christ comes ---He comes to vanquish all of His foes---He comes as Lord of Lords and King of Kings.

   The evil one ---satan is cast into a bottomless pit for a 1000 years.

Praise the Lord---the battle was one at Calvary and ordained before all time.
God is the Great --- I Am That I Am 

7Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.

Christians are to be patient and wait on the Lord’s Coming, we are to stand for the Lord. Having done all to stand ; Stand therefore

Illustration:  The Christians suffered a great deal during the days of James.  Much of their sufferings came from the FILTHY RICH, who held back, robbed, them of their hard-earned wages.  However, James did not write to them and give them advice that some in present-day America might give, such as:

•
Get a baseball bat and whap them on the head!

•
Form a labor union and shut them down, etc.

James did not give any of this kind of advice.

Instead, he wrote and told them to PATIENTLY WAIT ON THE LORD AND HE WOULD TAKE CARE OF THEM.  He wanted them to know the sufferings they were going through would make them better Christians.

Illus:  Did you know that no professional football team that played its home games in a domed stadium, with artificial turf, has ever won the Super Bowl! The Green Bay Packers were the 1996 Super Bowl champions, in part, because of the discipline gained from regularly playing in some of the worst weather in the country.

The book of James is not for sissy Christians.  It is for Christians who want to become their very best for the Lord even through, and because of, the difficulties of life.

Learning to be patient to wait on the Lord is a mark of a mature Christian; the mark of a Christian who has learned through weathering God’s storms that God takes all and makes good. 

Baby Christians are all to easy to see by their constant complaining and worrying. The scripture instructs US OVER AND OVER to Trust God.

The apostle Paul learned----to be content---to know God’s Will ---will be done and in HIS time. Paul was content to wait on God and when we learn to wait on God---when we learn Patience---we will have the Peace that Paul had, where he had learn to be OK in times of plenty and times of little.

Paul learned patience because he learned it’s not about him it’s about HIM---Jesus---God

Freedom from the cares of the world is indeed patience---The patience that speaks to our heart and says Jesus is coming soon.

As the farmer learns to wait to the crops are ripe; we Christians are to learn to look eagerly for our Jesus and to do it patiently, knowing that God’s timing is perfect, in all things. 

“Even so, come Lord Jesus”

 8Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

The word “stablish” is translated from the Greek word, “sterixate,” which means:  “To make fast, to fix upon or set upon.”

Is your heart fixed on the Lord?

A patient Christian is a Christian whose heart is set on the Lord. They are unwavering---steadfast for the Lord---
Watchman Nee, in his book “Sit Walk Stand” explains it as such.
1. A Christian must learn to sit and wait on God, for he can do nothing without God and everything with God. 

2. A Christian must then learn to walk in God’s light, walking in obedience.

3. And a Christian must then learn to Stand for Jesus no matter what.

These principles must be learned in this order: Sit---Walk---Stand or a Christian will never learn patience to wait on the Lord’s Coming. 

 9Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. 

Could you imagine the Lord coming while you were having an argument with another Christian?

We are to live our life as if Jesus was coming this very hour. 

What would Jesus find in your life if He came tonight? Is there something in your life that doesn’t need to be there? Is there bitterness --- animosity in your heart towards someone? 

Be honest, would you be ashamed if Jesus came tonight?
Are you working for Jesus or are you marking time?

WWJD????

Illustration: 

"Are you afraid to die?" asked a visitor of a man who lay on his deathbed, one who had lived a prodigal's life, returning to Christ only in time to die. The man was now grieving, and his friend said to him, "Why, you are not afraid to die are you?" "No," said the dying man, "I am not afraid to die; but I am ashamed to die. God has done so much for me, and I have done nothing at all for Him."

10Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

Hebrews 11:36 through Hebrews 11:38 (KJV)
36And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
What will you endure for your Savior?   God knows your circumstances; He knows all you have to contend with and He will give you Grace to endure.
Illustration:

At an open-air meeting in Liverpool, a skeptic gave a strong address against Christianity to a large audience and at the close said, "If any man here can say a single word in favor of Jesus Christ, let him come out and say it." Not a man moved. The silence became oppressive. Then two young girls arose, walked hand in hand, as if moved by the Holy Spirit, up to the speaker and said, "We can't speak, but we will sing for Christ," and they sang with great power, "Stand up, stand up for Jesus." When the song ceased, every head was uncovered, all were deeply moved, some were sobbing, and the crowd quietly went away, apparently with no thought of the skeptic's words. Can you stand with God against the blasphemies, against sneers, against temptations to dishonesty, against bribery in subtle form, against flattery, against persecution?

 11Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

Illustration:

The happiest and most useful Christians are those whose outflow is spontaneous and commensurate with their intake, whose giving in substance and service is proportionate to their receiving. They are channels of blessing. Having received the Holy Spirit in fullness, out from within them there flow rivers of living water. Every blessing received makes a new opportunity to pass a blessing on. Increased ability calls for larger service. As riches increase, the opportunity to help spread the gospel increases. As one's contacts with people multiply and become more intimate, the opportunities to influence them in right directions, to help them to better lives and above all to point them to the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, multiply. He who socially, in the business world, or any way, moves in a larger orbit in life, has the wider opportunity to let the light God has given him shine upon other lives to their eternal good. Using life's opportunities enlarges life's orbit.

--Charles A. Cook The Larger Stewardship

(Judson Press)
Are you a happy Christian?

Job learned to be Patient---to wait on God--- That God is Just ---God is always right---and God always makes Good out of all things. That God is full of compassion and mercy, He loves us---He died for us. 

 Illustration:

 "No great thing is created suddenly, any more than a bunch of grapes or a fig. If you tell me that you desire a fig, I answer you that there must be time. Let it first blossom, then bear fruit, then ripen."

All in God’s Time---not ours.
12But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.
Live your life so that you are above reproach, that none doubt your word. Let there not be any difference in your word if you giving it in court or in any situation. A Christian should be known for his honesty.

Are you living for Jesus, are you doing all you can for Jesus: Are you standing on the Rock?

Illustration:

A little girl strolled into Bible class one morning. Her hands were dirty, her dress was soiled, and there was a curious dirty ring around her mouth. Her teacher asked her how she had gotten so dirty so early in the morning. She explained that on her way to Bible school, a neighbor boy asked her to blow up his wading pool. She blew and blew until she had enough air to make the rubber wall stand up. Then, the boy picked up the hose and started filling the pool.

The little girl asked him why he didn't come to Bible school with her. He told her, "No, I want to play in my pool." Then, with her pretty blue eyes looking straight toward the teacher, the girl said, "I pulled the stopper out of the air hole and let the air out so the pool would go down, because if he didn't come to Bible school with me, I didn't want God to blame me for it!"

As you consider the influence your life has on another, could God ever blame you for their conduct? 

"A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump" (Gal. 5:9).

--Olden Cook
C. The Prayer of the Righteous Is a Power, Chapter 5:13-20
13Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 

Afflicted---to be in anguish or distress: not a pleasant state to be in. God says in order to have victory over this state; we are to pray. 

There is power in prayer. 

Illustration: 1. Locomotive   2. 20 Second Pause. 

Matthew 7:7 (KJV)

7Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

If you are merry tell Jesus: Tell Him you are happy; sing praises to Him.
Oh and by the way: 

Proverbs 17:22 (KJV)
22A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.
14Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

In our lives many of us, if not all of us, will need God’s miraculous healing power during some critical situation. This wonderful power is available to all Christians. However, some factors greatly influence God’s power in our lives. 

The most important is the individual’s relationship with God.: are they walking in sweet fellowship with God? This is crucial in a Christian’s life.

Then, God encourages us to pray one for another; there is power from God in united prayer. 

Matthew 18:19,20 (KJV)

19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

This verse instructs the leaders of a local assembly to anoint the needful person with oil and to pray for he or she. The anointing oil is symbolic of God’s power being placed on the individual. (Oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit).

Through united prayer, God is Glorified and when God is Glorified, and prayers are prayed in God’s Will; they are answered prayers. 

1 John 5:14,15(KJV)

14And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 

15And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Does anointing with oil and the leaders praying over an individual equate to someone always being healed?    No

Why? -------Sometimes it is not God’s Will.

How do you know when you pray in God’s Will?

If everything about the prayer is designed to give God total Glory---then the prayer is in God’s Will. 

And when you know that you know---that you know God heard the prayer; it is answered prayer.

YOU WILL KNOW
 15And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 

Sin and Faith don’t mix; sin means weak faith. 

Confessed sin means strong Faith and Faith is everything. Without Faith, there is no power in our prayers.
Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)

6But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

Faith brings salvation; and Faith that God is; a rewarder of those who come after Him diligently; brings answered prayer. 

Matthew 17:19,20 (KJV)

19Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 

20And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
How much Faith do you have?

Illustration:

Speaking at F. B. Meyer's church, Hudson Taylor opened the Bible, and said, "Friends, I will give you the motto of my life," and he turned to Mark 11:22:  "Have faith in God." The margin says, "Have the faith of God," but Hudson Taylor said it meant, "Reckon on God's faith to you." He continued:  "All my life has been so fickle. Sometimes I could trust, sometimes I could not, but when I could not trust then I reckoned that God would be faithful."

It’s all about FAITH!!!!!!

16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Life is often filled with struggles; battles with sin ---battles with the work and temptations of satan. Some of us fall prey to one area of attack while others fall at something entirely different.

We are to go to each other and share our needs with those Godly Christians who will pray for us in the Spirit of Love. A Spirit of Love has tight lips and does not spill out something told in confidence. 
A Godly  righteous prayer partner or accountability partner is a precious commodity. Someone who will offer up prayers for you is indeed a Christian Brother or Sister. 

If you do not have a prayer partner or accountability partner get one: You do not know what you are missing. 

Illustration: Baptist Tabernacle; praying at altar, and men praying for me; twenty or thirty men laid hands on me and prayed for me.
 17Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. 

The prayer of a righteous man availeth much!!!!!!   Elijah was a man who prayed with passion, a man who trusted God. This is what America needs today: men and women who will pray with passion: for Revival. 
Are you praying for REVIVAL??????

Illustration: Invalid lady praying for Revival for DL MOODY.
19Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
All are blessed when a lost soul accepts Jesus as his Savior. God is Glorified; The angels in heaven rejoice; The lost soul rejoices; Those around the born again Christian benefit from God’s Light shining forth from him; and the individual who led him or her to the Lord rejoices and comes closer to God. 

A multitude benefit each time a lost soul is saved and a multitude of sins is prevented or hid!!!!!

Proverbs 11:30 (KJV)

30The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.
What a wonderful conclusion for this very practical Book of James
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